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 1 (2.10 pm)

 2 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Yes, Mr Keith?

 3 MR KEITH: My Lady, I invite you to call Alan Wymer.

 4 MR ALAN JOHN WYMER (affirmed)

 5 Questions by MR KEITH

 6 MR KEITH: Good afternoon. Could you give the court your

 7 full name, please?

 8 A. Alan John Wymer.

 9 Q. Mr Wymer, in July 2005, were you a qualified

10 emergency -- medical emergency technician grade 3?

11 A. I was.

12 Q. Were you stationed at St John's Wood ambulance station?

13 A. I was.

14 Q. I think you had been there for a substantial number of

15 years?

16 A. I have been.

17 Q. By 2005, you had been there for over 12 years?

18 A. Yes, I joined the ambulance service in 1980 and I was

19 posted to St John's Wood in about 1984.

20 Q. You were working that morning, Thursday, 7 July, with

21 your regular partner, Mr Joshi. Is that right?

22 A. That is correct.

23 Q. Were you crew to an ambulance with a call sign Echo 207?

24 A. That's correct.

25 Q. We know from London Ambulance Service documents that you

2

Hearing transcripts – 23 November 2010 – Afternoon session

Reproduced courtesy of www.independent.gov.uk/7julyinquests

PDF print version produced & hosted by J7: The July 7th Truth Campaign - www.julyseventh.co.uk



 1 were called out at 09.18.51 --

 2 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Just pause, Mr Keith. Some of the

 3 family are just coming in, so I think we'll wait for

 4 them. (Pause)

 5 MR KEITH: If we could have [LAS565-14], please. 09.18.51,

 6 E207 dispatched to Edgware Road, and then [LAS565-19],

 7 09,25.21:

 8 "Status updated to red at scene, E207."

 9 Does that seem to you to be about right?

10 A. That sounds about correct, yes.

11 Q. You had received some information about the incident to

12 which you were being called, because your statement

13 records that you understood there had been some sort of

14 explosion?

15 A. I believe so, yes.

16 Q. Can you help us more with what you can recollect, what

17 you were told?

18 A. My colleague, Jesal Joshi, who came in and told us that

19 we needed to attend Edgware Road Tube station -- all the

20 ambulances that were on the station at the time had also

21 been asked to go, explosion or some form of incident,

22 power surge, had happened at Edgware Road.

23 Q. When you arrived at Edgware Road, were there already

24 there parked up a number of ambulances?

25 A. I believe there were three ambulances parked up when we
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 1 arrived.

 2 Q. Mars and Baker had left before you?

 3 A. I was unsure because I had never made contact at all or

 4 seen those two.

 5 Q. Buck and Chandler?

 6 A. No, I do not recall seeing Al Chandler. I believe I saw

 7 Buck in the entrance to the Tube station.

 8 Q. Hearsum and Meyer?

 9 A. I first saw them down on the train.

10 Q. When you arrived at the station, did you take your

11 equipment out of the ambulance?

12 A. I did.

13 Q. Do you recall which or what equipment you had? Was it

14 the standard equipment or had you got oxygen, burns

15 kits, anything that of sort?

16 A. Yes. I took some oxygen, some oxygen masks, and took

17 a dressings pack. I believe that may be another one or

18 two, but that's the ones I recall at the time.

19 Q. At the point that you parked up and took your equipment

20 out of the ambulance, were you aware of passengers

21 coming out of the station with visible injuries?

22 A. Yes.

23 Q. So you knew it was a multiple casualty incident?

24 A. It certainly looked to be that way.

25 Q. Is that why you grabbed, to be plain about it, as much

4

Hearing transcripts – 23 November 2010 – Afternoon session

Reproduced courtesy of www.independent.gov.uk/7julyinquests

PDF print version produced & hosted by J7: The July 7th Truth Campaign - www.julyseventh.co.uk



 1 as you could from the ambulance?

 2 A. Yes.

 3 Q. Your statement records how you were stopped inside the

 4 station by a lady who grabbed your hand. It was

 5 obviously a passenger.

 6 A. Yes. Either my hand or my clothing, my cuff.

 7 Q. Were you called to go down to the track and the

 8 trains --

 9 A. Yes.

10 Q. -- almost immediately after you arrived?

11 A. Yes.

12 Q. I won't trouble you to help us with what you saw of the

13 train and the tracks, because we have heard a great deal

14 of evidence about that, but could you tell us perhaps

15 whether you went down on your own or with Mr Joshi?

16 A. I believe I went down with Mr Joshi.

17 Q. As you reached the tunnel and the two trains that were

18 in it, did you see any of your colleagues attending to

19 a casualty between the tunnel wall and the carriage of

20 the left-hand -- that is to say the westbound train, the

21 train with the bomb on it?

22 A. I did not.

23 Q. Did you go down the side of the tunnel, the tunnel wall

24 and the carriage --

25 A. I did.
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 1 Q. -- in order to get to the front of the bombed train, and

 2 did you go down with Mr Joshi again?

 3 A. I believe it was Mr Joshi, but then I subsequently found

 4 out later that he went down the other side of the train.

 5 So I assumed he was behind me at the time.

 6 Q. But he may not have been, in fact?

 7 A. He may not have been.

 8 Q. Did you go all the way down the carriage wall, the

 9 tunnel wall, to the second carriage where the bomb had

10 been?

11 A. I did.

12 Q. Did you look into that carriage?

13 A. I did look into the carriage.

14 Q. Can you tell us, please, what you recall at that moment

15 of the inside of the carriage?

16 A. It was dark. The only lights that I could see with was

17 the tunnel lights. I could see on the right-hand side,

18 I believe, a medic, who I believe to be Jane Pitkin.

19 I could see the hole in the floor of the train.

20 Q. The crater left by the bomb?

21 A. Yes.

22 Q. Could you recall anybody inside that crater?

23 A. In my statement I did say I saw a body down the hole.

24 I mean, having thought about it now, I'm not quite sure

25 if I could have seen enough down the hole to see, but

6

Hearing transcripts – 23 November 2010 – Afternoon session

Reproduced courtesy of www.independent.gov.uk/7julyinquests

PDF print version produced & hosted by J7: The July 7th Truth Campaign - www.julyseventh.co.uk



 1 I thought I saw something, and then having made the

 2 statement four months later with the knowledge that

 3 there was a body down the hole.

 4 Q. That might have influenced your recollection?

 5 A. I assumed that was the case, yes.

 6 Q. Do you recall seeing any of your colleagues inside the

 7 carriage?

 8 A. Not at that time.

 9 Q. In your statement you refer to recognising Mr Meyer,

10 Mr Hearsum and Mr Woofenden?

11 A. At the time of that --

12 Q. At the time that you made your statement, you referred

13 to looking into the carriage --

14 A. Looking into the carriage.

15 Q. -- and seeing all of them, not just Jane Pitkin.

16 A. I don't recall seeing them at that time.

17 Q. Did you go into the carriage?

18 A. I believe there was a police officer inside who said the

19 best way is to retrace my steps to the rear of the

20 train, where a ladder had been put up into the driver's

21 cabin, and then you could walk all the way through,

22 which is the route I took.

23 Q. So you had to had to walk back down towards the rear of

24 the train, again along the tunnel wall, and climb up the

25 wooden steps?
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 1 A. Yes.

 2 Q. As you went through the train, by that stage, was it

 3 plain that the vast majority of the passengers had left?

 4 A. It seemed to me that it was virtually clear of any

 5 walking wounded.

 6 Q. So you approached the second carriage, this time from

 7 the rear?

 8 A. Mm-hm.

 9 Q. Did you have any sort of torch or means of illumination

10 with you?

11 A. Just the pen torch.

12 Q. What's the pen torch ordinarily used for?

13 A. It's the small pen torch that you use to examine pupils

14 on a patient.

15 Q. Was it very difficult to see where you were going?

16 A. It was very difficult, yes.

17 Q. As best you could, did you go down through the carriage?

18 A. I tried to make my way through to the person that I saw

19 the first time from outside the train, which was

20 Jane Pitkin.

21 Q. If you could please look at the screen and INQ8569 at

22 page 2 [INQ8569-2], and if you could rotate it, thank you, and

23 enlarge, you were coming from the right-hand side, if

24 you look at this map --

25 A. I was.
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 1 Q. -- because the front of the train is to the left of this

 2 diagram as we look at it.

 3 Do you recall where Jane Pitkin was when you had

 4 seen her the first time, when you had looked through the

 5 side of the carriage?

 6 A. From outside looking through the double doors D4,

 7 I believe that she was to be right somewhere around

 8 seat 26.

 9 Q. So very near the crater?

10 A. Yes.

11 Q. When you came through from the right, from the

12 interconnecting door, was the first person you saw

13 a male at point A?

14 A. I believe I did.

15 Q. Was that somebody who had suffered very severe leg

16 injuries?

17 A. Yes.

18 Q. Very close to that person, at B, did you see a passenger

19 who had passed away on the floor of the carriage?

20 A. Not at that particular time.

21 Q. Who did you see first then?

22 A. I saw the patient in -- around the area marked A with

23 Jane Pitkin.

24 Q. So when did you notice somebody at B?

25 A. At some later stage, when I assisted Jane to remove the
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 1 patient from A, it was fairly obvious that we would have

 2 to move this body, so we could have a bit more room to

 3 manoeuvre, to get this patient out.

 4 Q. Do you recall how far you moved the body at point B in

 5 order to gain access to A?

 6 A. I don't believe we had to move them too far.

 7 Q. Do you recall anything of that person, whether by

 8 reference to rough age or hair colour or clothing?

 9 A. No, I believe he was face down. He was wearing dark

10 clothing, whether it be a suit or a raincoat. I believe

11 he had dark hair. To move him, it was a bit of

12 a struggle, so I assumed that he was quite a heavy chap.

13 Q. Did you help Jane Pitkin treat the male at A?

14 A. I assisted in helping.

15 Q. What did you do? Can you recall?

16 A. I think I helped with the -- his leg and putting either

17 a splint or a dressing to -- on the wounds, and then it

18 was fairly obvious that, for us to remove him, he would

19 need a rescue board.

20 Q. Was there one available?

21 A. We didn't take any down with us at the time, and I don't

22 recall seeing any, because they are quite a big piece of

23 equipment. So they were left back on the ambulance.

24 Q. We will come to this in a moment. We know from your

25 witness statement, you went back up to ground level.
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 1 Was one of the reasons to get a board for patient A?

 2 A. Yes, definitely. Mostly to get those boards and the

 3 straps.

 4 Q. A board and the straps?

 5 A. The straps to --

 6 Q. To tie him onto the board to make sure he wouldn't fall

 7 off?

 8 A. So he didn't slide off, yes.

 9 Q. That is jumping forward a bit. Just coming back to what

10 you can recollect of the people inside the carriage,

11 having seen that there was a person at A, and seeing

12 that Jane Pitkin was with that person, did you then

13 start to go further towards the crater marked at point X

14 towards the end of the carriage?

15 A. I did.

16 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Sorry, I'm confused now as to which

17 stage we are.

18 MR KEITH: This is on the initial arrival. You have arrived

19 and you have got to the spot where Jane Pitkin was

20 looking after patient A. You didn't see, at that stage,

21 a body at B, but you came across B later when you had to

22 move a body to allow A access.

23 A. I did, yes.

24 Q. It was later on that you went out to get a board as

25 well?
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 1 A. A rescue board, yes.

 2 Q. Okay. Then I asked you -- having said we were jumping

 3 forward a bit, but coming back to what you can recollect

 4 of the people inside the carriage, so when you first

 5 arrived, did you go down the carriage towards the end?

 6 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: I'm still confused. Is this before

 7 or after you have helped put on the splint or the

 8 dressing?

 9 A. This was after, yeah.

10 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: So you help Jane Pitkin with the

11 casualty?

12 A. The patient. Not onto the board, because we didn't have

13 the board at the time, from what I recall.

14 MR KEITH: How long did you assist?

15 A. Just for a few moments, not very long.

16 Q. Why did you leave A and go further down the carriage?

17 A. Because then I noticed that a bit further down the

18 carriage on the left-hand side was another medic called

19 Alasdair. So I went across to him to speak to him to

20 see if he needed any help.

21 Q. Did he need help?

22 A. Not necessarily as in treatment of the patient, but

23 again, this patient obviously needed to be evacuated on

24 a rescue board.

25 Q. Was that patient, patient C on your plan?
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 1 A. I believe so, yes.

 2 Q. How did you get across the crater?

 3 A. With difficulty. Above my head there were some rails

 4 that were still attached, or maybe loose, but they

 5 certainly seemed solid enough to hold on to, and

 6 I managed to step across the crater.

 7 Q. You say in your statement that you helped him get the

 8 girl ready for evacuation. What did that entail?

 9 A. I think -- I believe she was lying on her side. So at

10 some point, for us to be able to manoeuvre on to the

11 board, she would have needed to be laid out flat, as

12 much as possible.

13 Q. Do you recall giving -- assisting with cannulation or

14 anything that of sort?

15 A. No, I'm a technician, I cannot do that.

16 Q. Your plan also shows a person indicated at D in the

17 vicinity of double doors D3. Can you recollect who was

18 there?

19 A. No, I cannot.

20 Q. You have told us already that, later on, you moved the

21 person located at B in order to allow access to A.

22 Might D have been the place to which you moved the

23 person at B, or was it another person?

24 A. No, I believe that's correct, but having afterwards

25 thought about it, I don't believe that I moved him that
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 1 far towards -- as close to the door as -- or at the

 2 time, having made that statement, perhaps D should have

 3 been a bit further in the carriage, rather than closer

 4 to the doors.

 5 Q. All right. So having attended or assisted Alasdair with

 6 the treatment of the patient at C, what did you do after

 7 that?

 8 A. I believe then just -- the two connecting doors between

 9 carriage 2 and 1, from what I recall, they were open,

10 and there was another medic called Chris Woofenden who

11 was dealing with a male patient with a leg and,

12 I believe, a chest injury, just from my recollection,

13 just inside carriage 1. So I went across to him to ask

14 again, also, if there was any help he needed.

15 Q. Did he need help?

16 A. Again, his patient had leg and chest injuries, and he

17 would also have to have been removed by rescue board.

18 Q. How did you then come to go out of the carriage and

19 leave to go to the station level to get more equipment?

20 A. How did I leave the train?

21 Q. Yes. Your statement doesn't refer to you helping

22 Mr Woofenden, but it does record how there came a point

23 when you began to run out of equipment and, together

24 with Mr Joshi, you went back through the carriage and

25 then up to ground level?

14

Hearing transcripts – 23 November 2010 – Afternoon session

Reproduced courtesy of www.independent.gov.uk/7julyinquests

PDF print version produced & hosted by J7: The July 7th Truth Campaign - www.julyseventh.co.uk



 1 A. Up to street level to the ambulances.

 2 Q. Was that after you had helped Mr Woofenden?

 3 A. After I had spoken to Mr Woofenden.

 4 Q. How did it come about that you left the carriage to go

 5 and get more equipment? How did you know more equipment

 6 was needed?

 7 A. I certainly knew we needed rescue boards, and I assumed

 8 that, because of the length of time we had been down,

 9 there may be some more oxygen would have been needed.

10 Q. Your statement actually says:

11 "We were running out of equipment, dressings, drugs,

12 drug packs and other medical supplies."

13 Which implies that there was a more widespread lack

14 of equipment than just stretchers and oxygen?

15 A. Well, drug packs -- I don't recall the drug packs,

16 because obviously I wouldn't have been in a position to

17 administer any of those drugs.

18 Q. Because you are an EMT?

19 A. As regards the dressings, the patients had other sort of

20 minor injuries that needed to have their wounds covered.

21 Q. Did you take it upon yourself to go and get more

22 equipment or did somebody ask you to leave to go and do

23 it?

24 A. No, I took it upon myself to leave.

25 Q. Did you leave on your own or with somebody else?
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 1 A. No, I believe I went up to street level with Jesal Joshi

 2 and Chris Woofenden.

 3 Q. As you went through the carriage, did you ask the medics

 4 who remained whether there was other equipment that they

 5 needed? Did you take a shopping list, if you like, of

 6 equipment as you went through?

 7 A. I don't recall asking them on the way out. Having asked

 8 them on the way in, I assumed that what they had already

 9 asked for was what they still needed.

10 Q. Where did you go and get more equipment from?

11 A. Back to street level, back to the ambulances.

12 Q. Did you get the stretchers that you have spoken of and

13 the straps?

14 A. Yes.

15 Q. What other equipment did you get?

16 A. I don't recall taking any other equipment.

17 Q. You have mentioned the fact there was a need for oxygen.

18 Did you take oxygen back down?

19 A. I may have taken -- because, yeah -- because each

20 ambulance carries two stretchers, one plastic rescue

21 board and one metal orthopaedic stretcher. So

22 obviously, that would have occupied two hands. So I may

23 have taken a bottle of oxygen down with me as well.

24 Q. Can you recall whether you took further dressings down

25 or the like?
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 1 A. I possibly did.

 2 Q. When you say "possibly", do you mean you think you did,

 3 or you just don't know one way or the other?

 4 A. I can't remember whether I took a dressings pack down

 5 with me.

 6 Q. You can't remember?

 7 A. No.

 8 Q. Did you go back down with any of your colleagues or on

 9 your own?

10 A. I cannot recall whether I went down with them.

11 Q. When you got back down, did you notice a number of

12 Fire Brigade officers there, firefighters?

13 A. No, not at the time.

14 Q. When did you first see them?

15 A. I first -- my first memory of them was on the -- when

16 the train -- the undamaged train was pulled alongside

17 the damaged train, and I -- the light suddenly became

18 slightly more clearer, and then I could see the fire

19 officers on the train.

20 Q. Where were they?

21 A. They were on the other train.

22 Q. Are you sure the train was moved? There is no question,

23 from the evidence that her Ladyship has heard so far,

24 that the trains were moved.

25 A. The train that was eastbound, from what I recall, was
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 1 further up the track when we arrived.

 2 Q. That's right.

 3 A. And then, when some of the injured passengers were

 4 removed, they were passed across to the eastbound train.

 5 So, as far as I'm aware, that was pulled alongside.

 6 Q. All right. But you don't actually recall a train

 7 moving?

 8 A. No, I don't recall it moving, no.

 9 Q. So you have got the equipment. You go back down. You

10 go back into the second carriage, the bombed carriage,

11 and you hand out whatever equipment you had?

12 A. Yes.

13 Q. With the stretcher that you brought down, did you help

14 with putting the casualty at A, the one being looked

15 after by Jane Pitkin, onto a stretcher?

16 A. I believe I did.

17 Q. Was that when you then had to move the person at B in

18 order to allow access to A?

19 A. I believe I did, yes.

20 Q. Did you then also go down again, further down the

21 carriage, to help your colleague, Alasdair Hearsum, put

22 his patient onto a stretcher as well?

23 A. I did.

24 Q. Then did you also help Mr Woofenden again?

25 A. I did.

18

Hearing transcripts – 23 November 2010 – Afternoon session

Reproduced courtesy of www.independent.gov.uk/7julyinquests

PDF print version produced & hosted by J7: The July 7th Truth Campaign - www.julyseventh.co.uk



 1 Q. So you were plainly, once you had gone back down with

 2 equipment, in the carriage for quite a considerable

 3 length of time, helping with each of the casualties?

 4 A. That's what it seemed like.

 5 Q. Did you physically assist in carrying the stretchers,

 6 each of the stretchers, and the casualties out of the

 7 carriage?

 8 A. No.

 9 Q. What were you doing when they were moved out?

10 A. Having assisted Jane Pitkin with A, I then moved on to C

11 with Alasdair Hearsum, and then, having moved on to help

12 Chris Woofenden remove their patients, as far as I was

13 aware, all the patients that had to be evacuated had

14 been done.

15 Q. So, because they had been evacuated, did you then leave

16 the carriage?

17 A. I did.

18 Q. Did you have an opportunity of trying to pick up as much

19 of your equipment?

20 A. I picked up a few pieces of equipment, yes.

21 Q. As you left the carriage, did you come across a HEMS

22 doctor?

23 A. I did.

24 Q. Can you tell us, please, what happened at that point?

25 A. As I was approaching back towards the platform, I came
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 1 across a paramedic I knew, a female called Clare Dunton,

 2 and a HEMS doctor. The doctor -- I can't remember, it

 3 was either the doctor or Clare said that we need to go

 4 and have a look, to check to see that there aren't any

 5 more passengers on board alive. I explained that as far

 6 as I was aware, there wasn't any, and that the

 7 Fire Brigade had said that the train was now unsafe, it

 8 was a crime scene.

 9 But the HEMS doctor still insisted that we needed to

10 go back to the train, the damaged carriage. So I showed

11 them the way back.

12 Q. So did that require you to go back down the track and

13 then on to the westbound bomb-damaged train again?

14 A. Yes.

15 Q. Did you go all the way down again?

16 A. I believe we went as far as the carriage 2. I'm fairly

17 sure we got that far.

18 Q. Where were the Fire Brigade officers there?

19 A. Yes.

20 Q. Did they tell you not to go any further?

21 A. They said we couldn't go any further.

22 Q. So the HEMS doctor who asked to go on to the train

23 didn't, in fact, make it all the way down to the centre

24 of carriage 2?

25 A. Not as far as I'm aware he did.
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 1 Q. You have referred to your fellow paramedic, the lady

 2 called Clare, as Clare Dunton. Was she known as

 3 Clare Tinker at the time?

 4 A. Yes, she married. I couldn't remember if she was Tinker

 5 at the time or Dunton.

 6 Q. So that attempt by the HEMS doctor to gain access having

 7 failed, did you all then leave the carriage for the

 8 final time?

 9 A. Yes, we turned round and walked back.

10 Q. Your statement records how, after stopping for some

11 water at ground level, you were asked to go to the

12 Hilton Hotel in the Edgware Road to assist with the

13 provision of medical aid to the walking wounded.

14 A. Yes.

15 Q. How long were you there for?

16 A. Not very long at all. There was two walking patients.

17 I believe they were both female, that needed to be taken

18 to St Mary's Hospital.

19 Q. So did you take them to St Mary's with Mr Joshi?

20 A. I did.

21 Q. After that, was there then a general broadcast for

22 ambulance crews to go to Russell Square?

23 A. I believe so.

24 Q. Did you go there as well?

25 A. Yes.
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 1 Q. Did you convey a casualty from Russell Square to

 2 St Thomas's?

 3 A. I did.

 4 MR KEITH: Thank you very much, Mr Wymer. Will you stay

 5 there, because there may be some further questions for

 6 you?

 7 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Just before there are, Mr Wymer, in

 8 your witness statement you mentioned before you go

 9 upstairs to get the stretchers, you talk about

10 desperately needing lighting and seeing a number of fire

11 officers, I think on the other train, or certainly you

12 mentioned seeing fire officers. You said the one thing

13 you desperately needed was lighting that hadn't yet

14 arrived. Could you help me a bit more about that?

15 A. We just needed more lights.

16 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: How did it impact on what you were

17 trying to do? Did it slow you down? Did it make life

18 just more difficult generally? What was the impact?

19 A. It did make it more difficult. Once your eyes become

20 accustomed to the dark, you could see a little bit more,

21 but we certainly needed something a little bit more than

22 torches or pen torches. We needed much bigger lights,

23 like lamps.

24 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: When you say in your witness

25 statement a number of fire officers were on the train,

22
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 1 can you remember now where you saw them and what they

 2 were doing?

 3 A. I cannot remember what they were doing, other than

 4 probably just standing there, waiting to assist with the

 5 patients to be brought off the train.

 6 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: If it helps, in your witness

 7 statement, the bit before you say:

 8 "I noticed the doors on the Tube train next to us

 9 had been opened. There was still power on that train,

10 the lights were working. A number of fire officers were

11 on the train. Unfortunately, the one thing we

12 desperately needed was lighting."

13 Does that help you with where the fire officers were

14 or what they were doing?

15 A. No, sorry.

16 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Thank you. Ms Gallagher?

17 Questions by MS GALLAGHER

18 MS GALLAGHER: My Lady, you have addressed one of the three

19 issues which I was hoping to raise with this witness, so

20 that will hopefully shorten the time I take.

21 Mr Wymer, I represent a number of families,

22 including two men who died, we understand, in the area

23 of what you have as marked B on your graph. I just have

24 a number of questions to see if we can assist with

25 ascertaining which of those two men it was. I know you
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 1 have given as much information as you could off the top

 2 of your head to Mr Keith. I've got a few follow-on

 3 questions from that.

 4 You were asked whether D on your graph was another

 5 person or where B was moved to. In your statement you

 6 do clearly say at page 4 that you are marking that as

 7 being the area that you moved body B to.

 8 You have told us today that you think it probably

 9 wasn't that far, and that it was further into the

10 carriage. Could you just assist us, by reference to

11 that graph, with where you think that body was moved to?

12 A. I think it was possibly moved to somewhere around -- to

13 the side of seat 7.

14 Q. So where the glass partition should be, at the side of

15 seat 7?

16 A. Yes.

17 Q. So in the door area, alongside the seat?

18 A. Yes.

19 Q. You have also said today:

20 "To move him, it was a bit of a struggle, so

21 I assumed he was quite a heavy chap."

22 You have assumed that he was heavy from the weight.

23 You don't recall anything of his build, do you?

24 A. No, I don't, no.

25 Q. The difficulty is that we have got one very slim
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 1 deceased, who is actually heavier than another deceased

 2 who is described as being of medium build simply because

 3 the slim deceased was very tall. Do you recall anything

 4 of the person's height?

 5 A. No, I don't. Sorry.

 6 Q. So by "heavy", you simply meant weight, you didn't mean

 7 anything about his build?

 8 A. I believe that's what I meant.

 9 Q. You have referred to him having dark hair. Could you

10 assist us with this: do you think it's more likely that

11 he had brown hair or that he had singed hair which may

12 have been a different colour, possibly greying, or can

13 you not say?

14 A. I'm sorry, I cannot answer that question.

15 Q. You have also referred to him wearing dark clothing, and

16 you have said it may have been a suit. Do you recall

17 any obvious disruption to the person's clothing, like,

18 for example, his trousers being badly damaged?

19 A. No, I can't, sorry.

20 Q. Do you think it's more likely, if you don't remember,

21 that the clothing probably wasn't disrupted, or is it

22 just that you don't have a clear memory?

23 A. I don't have a clear memory of that.

24 Q. Mr Wymer, there's just one final thing. We know, both

25 from your statement and what you have said today, that
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 1 you were, at the time that this happened, a very

 2 experienced EMT, given that you joined the London

 3 Ambulance Service in 1980, so 30 years ago.

 4 Presumably, during that time, you have done

 5 continuing professional development, CPD?

 6 A. I had done some.

 7 Q. So you've done a large amount of training throughout

 8 that time?

 9 A. Yes.

10 Q. Could you assist us with this: do you remember having

11 any major incident training in the six years before the

12 explosion, so between 1999 and 2005?

13 A. I believe I did maybe an hour or two's session on a day

14 in 1999.

15 Q. We have heard evidence from another LAS employee who

16 referred to doing a course in 1999. So it may be that's

17 the same one. You don't recall doing anything between

18 1999 and 2005?

19 A. No.

20 Q. Do you recall doing anything since 2005?

21 A. I believe I did a very similar day's course in 2006.

22 Q. We have heard evidence from another LAS employee who

23 referred to a 2006 course where major incident training

24 was touched on for about an hour as part of a more

25 general day course. Could that be the same course you
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 1 are referring to?

 2 A. An hour or two.

 3 Q. But certainly nothing between 2006 and 2010?

 4 A. Nothing, no.

 5 MS GALLAGHER: Thank you very much, Mr Wymer. I have

 6 nothing further.

 7 MR SAUNDERS: I have no questions, thank you, my Lady.

 8 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Any other questions for Mr Wymer?

 9 It seems those are all the questions we have for

10 you, Mr Wymer. I think you heard my comments to your

11 colleagues who have given evidence before you.

12 A. Yes.

13 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Thank you very much for everything

14 that you did with your colleagues to help the

15 desperately injured in the most appalling conditions.

16 Thank you.

17 A. Thank you, my Lady.

18 (The witness withdrew)

19 MR KEITH: My Lady, Mr Hay will call the next witness.

20 Would my Lady just give me one moment to discuss

21 something with my learned friend Mr Hay?

22 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Of course. (Pause)

23 MR HAY: My Lady, may I invite you to call Brett Darsley,

24 please?

25
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 1 MR BRETT DARSLEY (sworn)

 2 Questions by MR HAY

 3 MR HAY: Good afternoon. Mr Darsley, can you give your full

 4 name to the court, please.

 5 A. It's Brett Darsley.

 6 Q. Mr Darsley, may I ask you to keep your voice up?

 7 Unfortunately, the microphone doesn't amplify, it only

 8 records and relays. If you'd like to help yourself to

 9 some water.

10 Mr Darsley, in September -- in July 2005, you were

11 based at Battersea fire station?

12 A. That is correct.

13 Q. You were a member of a Fire Rescue Unit?

14 A. Yes, that is correct.

15 Q. How does a Fire Rescue Unit differ from an ordinary

16 pump?

17 A. Well, the pump ladder generally deals with fires. It

18 has all the ladders on and squirts the water, and the

19 Fire Rescue Unit generally carries more cutting

20 equipment for car crashes or lifting equipment for all

21 the other type of incidents that we would attend.

22 Q. Does it also carry equipment for detecting gas or CBRN?

23 A. There is some limited equipment on those machines that

24 will detect that.

25 Q. Because of the nature of the equipment a Fire Rescue

28

Hearing transcripts – 23 November 2010 – Afternoon session

Reproduced courtesy of www.independent.gov.uk/7julyinquests

PDF print version produced & hosted by J7: The July 7th Truth Campaign - www.julyseventh.co.uk



 1 Unit carries, is it right that it is used for specific

 2 incidents? You mentioned car crashes.

 3 A. Yes, we are generally mobilised to car crashes, train

 4 crashes or any form of chemical incident, yes.

 5 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Are there Fire Rescue Units at each

 6 station around London, or are there just a few of you?

 7 A. At the time, there were ten in the whole of London,

 8 I believe.

 9 MR HAY: How many are there now?

10 A. 16, I believe.

11 Q. Presumably, they are spread out all over London?

12 A. Yes, generally, I suppose, they're strategically placed

13 across London to make it so that there's one, say, every

14 four or five stations maybe.

15 Q. May I ask you again to do your best keep your voice up,

16 if possible?

17 A. Sure.

18 Q. There is no point in leaning forward at all.

19 You were crewed with a number of other officers on

20 7 July, one of whom was firefighter Vincent Anderson; is

21 that correct?

22 A. That is correct.

23 Q. What was your call sign that day?

24 A. Hotel 276.

25 Q. There came a point when you were called to attend an
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 1 explosion. Is that right?

 2 A. That is correct, yes.

 3 Q. Where was that at?

 4 A. We were called to a fire and explosion at Praed Street.

 5 Q. Can we have up on the screen, please, [LFB7-1]? This is

 6 a copy of the MOBIS report. We can see -- if we just go

 7 up a little bit, we can see there, under "Officers in

 8 charge":

 9 "H276, Sub-Officer Moore."

10 So he was in charge of your Fire Rescue Unit?

11 A. That is correct.

12 Q. Then, if we could go down to 09.00.14, we can see:

13 "Mobilise mobilise ... fire and explosion."

14 We can see there "tel", and I have seen the

15 unredacted version. It is a mobile telephone number,

16 I believe, of a member of the public who called in?

17 A. I wouldn't know that.

18 Q. If we could turn overleaf [LFB7-2], please, and there you are

19 asked to attend Praed Street, Paddington. If we can see

20 there H276.

21 You were then mobilised at that point. On your way

22 to Praed Street, did you become aware of an incident

23 occurring at Edgware Road station at all?

24 A. No, I did not.

25 Q. If we could scroll down on that page, please, and if we
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 1 could turn overleaf [LFB7-3] then -- thank you very much -- to

 2 resource status change. We can see there, second row

 3 from the bottom, under "Resource status change", your

 4 mobilise time at 09.00.14. Mobile 09.02. Arrival,

 5 09.19.12.

 6 Does that seem right to you, having come from

 7 Battersea to get to Praed Street, just under 20 minutes?

 8 A. Yes, it probably seems about right. I know I put in my

 9 statement it didn't take that long, but I suppose, in

10 hindsight, it would take that long.

11 Q. The reason I was asking is, in your debrief statement,

12 which we don't need to go to now, but there you

13 mentioned you arrived at about 9.10.

14 A. Yes.

15 Q. But you think 9.19 --

16 A. Is probably more realistic.

17 Q. -- is probably right?

18 A. Yes.

19 Q. We can see there, looking at the MOBIS report, that

20 there were four -- three other appliances and yours

21 present at Praed Street when you arrived. When you got

22 there, what actually was happening?

23 A. There was already a couple of machines there. It really

24 looked as if the incident was going to be closed down.

25 A male sub-officer went off to investigate, as in asked
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 1 one of the other OICs on the machine what was going on,

 2 and he came back and we was told something about a power

 3 surge maybe. But it didn't really look like nothing was

 4 really actually happening.

 5 Q. Were you made aware of in that area there was an open

 6 part of tunnel, the Underground system?

 7 A. No.

 8 Q. Did it appear that anything was happening there at all,

 9 there was any incident?

10 A. No, it appeared -- everything appeared fine, to be

11 honest, when we turned up.

12 Q. Can we have up on the screen, please, [INQ10282-11]?

13 Now, Praed Street is very close to Edgware Road Tube

14 station, isn't it? I'm not sure if that was something

15 you were aware of at the time. We can see Praed Street

16 just being highlighted there, and then, on the

17 right-hand side, Edgware Road station, further up.

18 Are you able to say -- it may be it's not on this

19 map, but how far down Praed Street were you, towards

20 Paddington?

21 A. I really can't remember, to be honest with you. I don't

22 believe we were that far down. I really can't remember

23 the actual address on Praed Street that we were sent to.

24 Q. In your debrief statement, you refer to the fact that

25 the incident at Praed Street was a code 5?
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 1 A. Yes.

 2 Q. What does that mean?

 3 A. Code 5 would be a good intent, as in you were called to

 4 something but it turned out to be nothing --

 5 Q. A false alarm?

 6 A. -- so a false alarm, but not malicious.

 7 Q. I think there then came a point when you were aware of

 8 a lady who appeared to have inhaled smoke. Is that

 9 right?

10 A. Yes. We was -- I think literally, just as the incident

11 was closing, we got off the machine to see the machine

12 back so we could turn around and head off back to

13 station and, as we were seeing the machine back, a lady

14 passed us with a soot and -- a blackened face, and we

15 asked her what had happened, and she then told us that

16 she had just come from Edgware Road and that there was

17 something going on there.

18 Q. Did she give you any more details?

19 A. No, no more details.

20 Q. In your witness statement of September 2005, you

21 mentioned that she said there had been an explosion at

22 the station. Is that possible?

23 A. Possible, yes.

24 Q. Was that the only indication you had that something was

25 happening at Edgware Road station?
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 1 A. At that point, yes.

 2 Q. Did something happen thereafter?

 3 A. When we got back to the machine to inform the

 4 sub-officer of what we had been told, we then heard on

 5 the radio about the fire and explosion at Edgware Road.

 6 Q. Did you hear an actual declaration of a major incident

 7 over the radio?

 8 A. Not that I'm aware of.

 9 Q. Again, it may be your statement close to the time, your

10 recollection was better, but you say:

11 "At the same time, we heard over our radio that

12 there was a major incident at Edgware Road."

13 A. Yes, then maybe that's true then.

14 Q. The reason why I ask, we know from other material that

15 a major incident was declared by the Fire Service at

16 about 9.34?

17 A. Okay, then, yes, it probably would have been -- that

18 would be correct.

19 Q. Does it seem likely that you spent about 15 minutes or

20 so at Praed Street?

21 A. Yes, about 15 minutes before we would have got away.

22 Q. When you received or your sub-officer received that

23 message, what then happened?

24 A. We then asked whether we should be mobilised to the

25 incident, and so the sub-officer would have radioed that
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 1 through, "Do you want us to attend this incident?", and

 2 then Control came back and told us that, yes, we were to

 3 attend it. That may have taken a couple of minutes,

 4 though, for them to come back to us.

 5 Q. Did you go to the Edgware Road station, where the

 6 explosion occurred or did you go to the other

 7 Edgware Road station?

 8 A. I believe we went straight to the entrance where the

 9 explosion was.

10 Q. The reason why I ask, in Mr Anderson's witness

11 statement, Vincent Anderson, which is going to be read

12 this afternoon, he mentions that you went -- he doesn't

13 mention going to Praed Street, but he does mention going

14 to the wrong Edgware Road station, the Bakerloo Line

15 one.

16 A. I can't remember, to be honest with you.

17 Q. When you arrived at Edgware Road, what confronted you?

18 A. There was people coming up from the station. It looked

19 obviously that there had been some form of explosion,

20 I suppose. It is the only thing that could have caused

21 that to the casualties that were coming up, as in the

22 blackened faces and the soot around their nose. There

23 was a few walking wounded, yes.

24 Q. Did Sub-Officer Moore ask you to stay on the appliance

25 until he had established what had happened, or ...?
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 1 A. That would have been the normal procedure. He would

 2 have got off the machine to find out what was going on,

 3 yeah, and going to report -- whether it happened on that

 4 occasion, I can't remember.

 5 Q. When you arrive at an incident at an Underground

 6 station, are there certain procedures which you

 7 automatically follow in terms of getting equipment out

 8 and together?

 9 A. There isn't -- the only procedures that we would have

10 would be our procedures about going onto the track.

11 Generally, everything else, like equipment-wise, would

12 be we would find out what we needed first before we take

13 that equipment down.

14 Q. Did you start getting equipment off the Fire Rescue Unit

15 at the point when you arrived?

16 A. We did at some point. Whether -- I'm not sure whether

17 we done that straightaway or whether I went down to the

18 track.

19 Q. Perhaps if we could have up on screen [INQ8435-2]. This

20 is a copy, I think, of your debrief report dated

21 24 July. So very shortly after the incident. There you

22 mention the third paragraph that you were detailed by

23 Sub-Officer Moore to start forming an equipment dump

24 with Firefighters Brown and Francis. You then mention

25 thereafter about gaining access to the Underground
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 1 train.

 2 From that, do you think you got the equipment dump

 3 in place first, before making your way down to the

 4 platform?

 5 A. I think maybe we started to, and then me and

 6 Sub-Officer Moore went down to the platform level and

 7 Firefighter Cornell, Firefighter Brown and

 8 Firefighter Anderson would have stayed up top to carry

 9 on getting the equipment out.

10 Q. When you got down to the platform, were there any other

11 firefighters there?

12 A. There was one other firefighter that I remember, yes.

13 Q. What did he say to you?

14 A. I believe we talked about secondary explosions or

15 secondary devices, and there wasn't really a lot -- he

16 mentioned it but, after that, it was like, well, there's

17 not really a lot we can do about that. Then it was

18 roughly about the same time that I saw -- I believe it

19 was an LUL staff came along the track and asked for

20 assistance, and that's when I went with him to assist

21 him.

22 Q. Did you get any confirmation that traction current was

23 off?

24 A. As far as I know, no.

25 Q. But it was obvious, given that he was on the track, and
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 1 a large number of other people?

 2 A. Yes, I mean -- you assume it, but -- yes. We still

 3 should have waited for confirmation from our Control.

 4 Q. I suspect, Mr Biddle, who we will come on to, will be

 5 glad that you didn't wait.

 6 When you made your way over to the two trains, where

 7 were you directed to?

 8 A. I followed the -- I believe it was the LUL staff, and

 9 that's when we went down the side of the train, and

10 that's when I was confronted with the casualty and the

11 paramedic.

12 Q. Can you describe where that casualty was?

13 A. I believe he was -- as we walked up the track, it was on

14 the left, between the left-hand wall and the actual --

15 the train. So it was probably maybe 150 metres up.

16 Q. The casualty I think we now know to be Danny Biddle.

17 A. I believe so, yes.

18 Q. What did you do to assist him and the paramedics who

19 were with him?

20 A. They wanted to get him out as quickly as possible. He

21 was in a really bad way, and needed assistance, needed

22 to get to hospital. So yes, we just picked him up. He

23 was a large guy, so he was quite heavy, and there was

24 only a couple of us. So it was difficult carrying him

25 out, but, yeah, we got him back to the platform.
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 1 Q. You mention in your statement afterwards going to get

 2 cutting equipment and some stretchers?

 3 A. Yes.

 4 Q. Were you specifically asked to get cutting equipment?

 5 A. I would have thought so. It's not just something that

 6 I would have grabbed. I would imagine it would have

 7 come from our sub-officer to bring the equipment down.

 8 Being on the FRU, that's really what we would be there

 9 for, to assist with cutting and trapped people out.

10 Q. The stretchers which you got, were they orthopaedic

11 stretchers?

12 A. We carry three stretchers. One is the scoop stretcher.

13 One would be a spinal board, and one is a basket

14 stretcher.

15 Q. Again, was there a specific instruction for you to get

16 those stretchers?

17 A. I can't remember if it was a specific order, but I think

18 obviously the stretchers were something that we would

19 have needed. So it would have just been one of those

20 pieces of equipment you would take down automatically.

21 Q. The reason why I'm asking is we have heard from a number

22 of paramedics today, many of whom went to get

23 stretchers, so I was wondering whether or not somebody

24 had specifically said to you they needed stretchers down

25 there?
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 1 A. Not that I'm aware of, no.

 2 Q. I think, once you did that, you made your way on to the

 3 bombed train --

 4 A. Yes.

 5 Q. -- and you became aware of a female who was on the

 6 track.

 7 A. That is correct.

 8 Q. Can I just ask, at that point, was she covered in any

 9 way?

10 A. No, she wasn't covered at that point. There was mention

11 about going to get a salvage sheet so we could cover

12 her, yes.

13 Q. You then proceeded along the train?

14 A. Yes.

15 Q. Were there police officers there at that point?

16 A. There was at some point. I don't know if it was

17 immediate or whether it may have been five or ten

18 minutes later, but police officers did move up the train

19 with sniffer dogs.

20 Q. I think you assisted them in opening up the seats?

21 A. Yes. Well, I think it was more I put the seats down

22 after they had finished, because it was ...

23 Q. I think you then made your way in towards the bombed

24 carriage --

25 A. That's correct, yes.
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 1 Q. -- and I think in your statement you say that you were

 2 aware of bodies but didn't want to look at them. I'm

 3 not going to ask you any detailed questions about what

 4 you saw in there, but I think you were -- when you went

 5 in there, were you asked to go and get further

 6 equipment?

 7 A. Yes. I went up there, and asked if there was any more

 8 help needed. I was informed that there was really no

 9 more need for anyone else to be in the bombed carriage

10 to assist and that we were going to start evacuating the

11 casualties as soon as possible. So it was just really

12 trying to get the area cleared, so we could get the

13 casualties out as quick as possible.

14 Q. In your statement you mentioned that you could see other

15 firefighters and medical staff and you were asked to get

16 as many burn dressings as possible.

17 A. Yes.

18 Q. Does that jog your memory at all?

19 A. Yes, I remember going back to the platform and

20 collecting more burns dressings.

21 Q. Once you had brought back those burn dressings, I think

22 there then came a process of evacuating the casualties

23 from the carriage itself?

24 A. Yes, there was talk of making a triage centre in the

25 carriage behind. So that's why I put all the chairs
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 1 down and started to make that a little bit of a tidier

 2 area so people could move around, but then they decided

 3 against that and just to get the casualties out as

 4 quickly as possible.

 5 Q. What did you do to assist that process?

 6 A. I moved -- I made the walkways clear. There was

 7 obviously bags and stuff still in the walkways, so I put

 8 all the bags into one corner. There were a couple of

 9 internal doors that I removed from the train, just to

10 give you that extra little bit of space to get the

11 stretchers through.

12 Q. Did you assist in actually carrying the stretchers?

13 A. Yes. We sort of, like -- they were, like, being passed

14 along, just, like, four people taking them from one

15 carriage and passing them to the next, and then we sort

16 of passed them out the doors to the waiting firemen

17 outside.

18 Q. I think you might be being a little bit modest, because

19 in your statement you referred to the fact that you

20 helped with five casualties in terms of helping carrying

21 the stretchers.

22 A. Yes.

23 Q. Is that right?

24 A. Yes, we assisted with five people being removed.

25 Q. Once you had done that, there came a point when all the
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 1 casualties had been removed, and you made your way back

 2 outside. When you got outside the station, what were

 3 you asked to do at that point?

 4 A. We was all cordoned off at that point.

 5 Q. Why?

 6 A. They said that potentially that we were all

 7 contaminated. So they decided to cordon all the

 8 Fire Brigade personnel off for about 10, 15 minutes, and

 9 then they decided that we weren't contaminated anymore.

10 Q. Was that contamination a concern about chemical,

11 biological, radiological --

12 A. I would assume so, yes.

13 Q. Are you able to say roughly what time that was?

14 A. Maybe 12.00. But that is probably more of a guess than

15 anything else.

16 MR HAY: Thank you very much. I have no more questions for

17 you, but there may be others.

18 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Ms Gallagher?

19 Questions by MS GALLAGHER

20 MS GALLAGHER: Mr Darsley, you have described how you

21 arrived at Praed Street. We have now ascertained that

22 was about 9.19, and you have described how the incident

23 was about to be closed down when you met this passerby,

24 the girl with the soot-stained face --

25 A. That's correct.
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 1 Q. -- who described the explosion at Edgware Road.

 2 Do you know how long you spent at Praed Street

 3 before seeing her?

 4 A. It probably was about 10, 15 minutes. It really was

 5 literally just at the end. The incident had finished,

 6 and we were just about to go home.

 7 Q. That estimate fits with what you said in your statement,

 8 much closer to the time in September 2005, a 10- to

 9 15-minute estimate.

10 You then make your way to Edgware Road. On your

11 arrival at the station, who was in charge?

12 A. I wouldn't be able to tell you that. I don't really

13 know.

14 Q. Did you have any debrief from anyone on arrival?

15 A. A debrief on arrival? No.

16 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: I think it's not the first time --

17 I think Mr Hay had fallen into the trap. I think

18 debriefing is going to come afterwards, isn't it?

19 MS GALLAGHER: The point is whether the witness was given

20 any explanation.

21 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: That's why Mr Darsley paused.

22 A. Yes, debrief comes afterwards.

23 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Did anybody tell you what was going

24 on?

25 A. No, I didn't get a -- not that I was aware of.
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 1 MS GALLAGHER: So you had to go down the platform to

 2 ascertain the situation for yourself.

 3 A. Well, me and the sub-officer went down, yes.

 4 Q. There's been a reference to a conversation you had about

 5 secondary devices. Just to clarify, during that

 6 conversation, you weren't being given any instructions

 7 or directions about secondary devices?

 8 A. No, it was just -- yes, it was just one of the guys

 9 mentioned it. It's something that we have to be aware

10 of, obviously, with bombs and devices.

11 Q. In fact, what it seems from your statement is that the

12 contrary was the case, that the sub-officer was asking

13 you what you were going to do, and whether --

14 A. No, I think it was more of a general question, "What are

15 we going to do about it?" or, "Are we going to do

16 anything about it? Are we going to put in the

17 procedures, or are going to just sort of carry on

18 and..."

19 Q. What you say in your statement at page 2 is:

20 "On the platform, we met another sub-officer already

21 there. He asked what are we going to do about secondary

22 devices. We just shrugged our shoulders and carried on

23 with our work."

24 So you just got on with it?

25 A. Yes.
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 1 Q. Could we have [INQ8435-2] on screen, please? Now, you

 2 describe in this debrief, rather than briefing, a number

 3 of pieces of equipment. There's reference made to three

 4 things: cutting equipment, stretchers, and you also make

 5 reference to first aid equipment.

 6 There's no reference in here at all to lighting.

 7 Did anyone at the station make you aware of a need for

 8 lighting in the tunnel or on the bombed train?

 9 A. I don't remember anyone asking me specifically. With

10 lighting, we do carry out lighting on the FRUB. It's

11 more something that would be carried on the pumps or the

12 pump ladders really.

13 Q. From the debrief, it seems -- and from what you have

14 said today -- that you ascertained no cutting equipment

15 was needed. You began to assist in the evacuation, and

16 then you stretchered out some seriously injured

17 casualties. So would it be right to say that your

18 primary role that day, when you got to Edgware Road, was

19 stretchering those seriously injured people to the

20 surface?

21 A. Yes.

22 Q. Just one final thing. In answer to Mr Hay, you

23 described going to get cutting equipment and stretchers

24 before going back to the train. Was that one trip or

25 several trips?
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 1 A. It would have taken a couple of trips. I'm not sure if

 2 this was two or three. But it would have been at least

 3 two trips.

 4 Q. So a couple of trips back to the surface?

 5 A. To get the equipment we would need to do that, yes.

 6 MS GALLAGHER: I have nothing further.

 7 MR SAUNDERS: I have nothing, my Lady.

 8 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Ms Boyd?

 9 Questions by MS BOYD

10 MS BOYD: Mr Darsley, just a couple of matters. You were

11 asked a moment ago about lighting and you said that, as

12 a general rule, the pump ladder, in fact, carries

13 equipment for lighting. Would that be generators and

14 cables?

15 A. Yes. We do carry the lighting set, but, yes, they have

16 got the generators and more of the extension reels that

17 would be needed.

18 Q. When you went to the platform with your

19 Sub-Officer Moore, I think his name is --

20 A. That's correct.

21 Q. -- you mentioned seeing another sub-officer there?

22 A. Yes.

23 Q. Did you recognise that sub-officer as Sub-Officer Loft

24 from Paddington?

25 A. I couldn't tell you, to be honest with you.
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 1 Q. You couldn't tell. Did you see any other firefighters

 2 down on the platform --

 3 A. I don't recall --

 4 Q. -- laying cable or setting out lighting?

 5 A. I don't recall seeing anyone down there at that time.

 6 Q. Apart from Sub-Officer Loft, I know that we are going to

 7 have the statement of Mr Anderson read, and he refers to

 8 a number of other firefighters down on the track at that

 9 point in time.

10 A. Yes, and Firefighter Anderson wouldn't have gone down

11 with me. I would have gone down probably about

12 10 minutes before Firefighter Anderson, I believe.

13 Q. As far as the evacuation that you describe, you having

14 assisted in removing internal doors and making the

15 passageways clear, did it appear to you to be

16 well-organised, were there sufficient firefighters and

17 other personnel to carry the stretchers?

18 A. It's difficult to describe it as well-organised.

19 Organised chaos is probably a better way of putting it.

20 There was obviously a delay in us getting there with us

21 going to Praed Street, but once we got there, I believe

22 it ran quite smoothly.

23 Q. Just one minor matter. You mentioned going back to get

24 burns packs. Were you fetching equipment and supplies,

25 burns packs belonging to the London Ambulance Service,
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 1 or were they the Fire Brigade ones?

 2 A. I believe they were the Fire Brigade burns packs.

 3 Q. So you assisted in supplementing the first aid?

 4 A. Yes.

 5 MS BOYD: Thank you very much.

 6 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Any other questions for Mr Darsley?

 7 Those are the questions, Mr Darsley. I have no doubt

 8 that Mr Biddle and a number of other seriously injured

 9 passengers are delighted that you didn't wait, that you

10 shrugged your shoulders and got on with your job. It

11 seems to me that Mr Biddle's survival is close to

12 a miracle, and he would not have survived but for the

13 prompt attention that the likes of you and others gave

14 to him. So thank you very much for all that you did

15 that day.

16 (The witness withdrew)

17 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Yes, Mr Hay?

18 MR HAY: My Lady, may I invite you to call Mr Nunan, please?

19 MR MARK NUNAN (sworn)

20 Questions by MR HAY

21 MR HAY: Good afternoon. Mr Nunan, could you give your full

22 name to the court, please?

23 A. Yes, Mark Nunan.

24 Q. Mr Nunan, on 7 July 2005, you were working at Chelsea

25 fire station?
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 1 A. That is correct.

 2 Q. You were, at the time, a temporary sub-officer?

 3 A. That's correct.

 4 Q. There came a point, I think, when you became aware of an

 5 incident at King's Cross. Is that right?

 6 A. Yes. We got mobilised to King's Cross, to an eight-pump

 7 fire, and en route we were redirected to Edgware Road.

 8 Q. If we could just have up on the screen, please, [LFB11-1],

 9 what was the call sign of the appliance you were in?

10 A. Golf 342.

11 Q. There we can see Golf 342, Sub-Officer Nunan. That's

12 you.

13 Then can we go to page 5 [LFB11-5], please? There we see at

14 09.39.19, just a bit further down, please:

15 "Mobilise, mobilise. Eight pump fire at

16 King's Cross."

17 Then we can see your call sign, Golf 342, a little

18 bit further down.

19 So you were mobilised just before 9.40 to attend an

20 eight-pump fire?

21 A. That's correct.

22 Q. Do you recall how shortly thereafterwards you were

23 diverted to Edgware Road?

24 A. We were en route. Probably about five minutes on road.

25 Q. If you were coming -- maybe we can do it from where you
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 1 were in terms of location. If you were coming from

 2 Chelsea fire station are you able to say roughly where

 3 you were at the point you were redirected?

 4 A. I believe we was coming along towards the Edgware Road,

 5 up by the flyover there.

 6 Q. So coming off the Westway?

 7 A. That is correct, yes.

 8 Q. When you arrived at Edgware Road, was anyone there to

 9 meet you?

10 A. There was. Golf 341, which is also on the call sign

11 there, is a pump ladder. I was riding a machine called

12 a "pump". We both turned up at the same time because we

13 was following each other, and Station Manager Hussein

14 would be in charge of that Golf 341. We then went up --

15 myself and the station officer went up to the Incident

16 Commander, which had been identified out the front as an

17 Incident Commander, and I believe that was

18 Station Manager Davies. I can't honestly remember.

19 Q. What did Station Manager Davies say to you?

20 A. Lighting was urgently needed. First aid equipment.

21 Burns packs. Get as much as we can together and get it

22 down on to the -- down to the station.

23 Q. Are you able to recollect approximately what time that

24 was?

25 A. It would probably have been about ten minutes after we
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 1 were mobilised, I guess.

 2 Q. So at about 9.50?

 3 A. Yes, something like that.

 4 Q. I've got a debrief document from you dated 16 July. Can

 5 we have up on the screen, please, LFB55, page 67 [LFB55-67]. There

 6 we can see in the third paragraph:

 7 "Whilst waiting for detailing from the IC [the

 8 Incident Commander] at approximately 09.55 requests were

 9 made over the handheld radio for additional crews to

10 assist with the tunnel and to find lighting, stretchers,

11 first aid kits and burns packs."

12 What did you do in response to that request?

13 A. What happens is, like, where machines were parked up,

14 obviously there's about eight or nine machines there.

15 It's pillage them, basically. It's just go up to the

16 appliance and take off everything that's needed off any

17 LFB appliances.

18 Q. We have heard lots of requests from paramedics for

19 lighting and asking members of the Fire Brigade for

20 lighting. Do you specifically remember instructing

21 anyone to deal with lighting?

22 A. With my crews, if that's what we were detailed to do,

23 that's what we done, my crew and the station officer's

24 crew as well.

25 Q. It doesn't sound from that like it is something you
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 1 specifically remember, something that you know you would

 2 have done, had you been asked.

 3 A. We did get lighting and generators off and cable reels.

 4 Q. Can you just help us with what that lighting consists

 5 of?

 6 A. It's a tripod. It's a light with two halogen bulbs

 7 inside, a petrol-driven generator and some cable reels

 8 which obviously run the power from the generator to the

 9 lighting units.

10 Q. The generators, how heavy are they?

11 A. They are recommended a two-person lift.

12 Q. So in terms of getting the generators down to the

13 platform or even onto the tracks --

14 A. We wouldn't -- we run the generators from outside,

15 because obviously they are petrol-driven, take them down

16 to the tunnel area, they start to fill the tunnel up

17 with fumes and that, so we run the generators from the

18 outside.

19 Q. So if you run the generator from outside, you've got to

20 run the cables down?

21 A. Then you have got to run the cable down to the Tube

22 level.

23 Q. Do you know whether or not that lighting was set up?

24 A. There was lighting set up, yes.

25 Q. Do you know how long that took after the request at
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 1 about 9.55?

 2 A. Minutes would have turned into half an hour. I can't

 3 put an exact time on it, I'm afraid.

 4 Q. I think there came a point when you, yourself, made your

 5 way down to the track?

 6 A. That's correct, yes.

 7 Q. On the track, is it right that you saw the body of

 8 a young lady we now know to be Jenny Nicholson, between

 9 both of the trains?

10 A. That's correct, yes.

11 Q. What did you do in response to seeing her there?

12 A. Once I saw the lady there -- it was more by accident

13 really, because she was covered in quite a bit of dust

14 and that.

15 Q. I don't want to ask you about her injuries.

16 A. No. I come across her by seeing an outlined figure

17 there. Once I saw the lady there, made other people

18 aware that was coming off the train with stretchers and

19 asked for a salvage sheet to be brought down to cover

20 her.

21 Q. Was that salvage sheet brought down?

22 A. It was.

23 Q. Were you there when she was covered up?

24 A. Yes.

25 Q. Once that had been done, what did you do?
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 1 A. Then assisted clearing the track, because it was decided

 2 to get, like, a RART trolley, which is a trolley that

 3 can run along the lines of the Tube station, to be able

 4 to get equipment and perhaps personnel up and down the

 5 track a lot easier, because it was -- there was a lot of

 6 uneven ground, which would have caused people more

 7 accidents, carrying people out. So we started to clear

 8 the track.

 9 Q. When you say you started to clear the track --

10 A. Debris off the track.

11 Q. Was that debris which had come from the train?

12 A. Yes.

13 Q. Did you also assist in the carrying of any of the

14 casualties on stretchers?

15 A. Yes, I did.

16 Q. Whilst you were doing that -- this is between 10 o'clock

17 and, I suppose, about 10.30 -- were there still walking

18 wounded coming off either the bombed train or the other

19 train?

20 A. Yes, there was. There was -- I believe they were coming

21 off the non-bombed train. They was walking down the

22 side of the track, and obviously we were helping them

23 along, because of the uneven ground.

24 Q. Were there still a number of people coming off the train

25 which would have been on your right as you were looking
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 1 into the tunnel?

 2 A. Not a great number, no.

 3 Q. Do you recall there coming a point when everybody had

 4 been evacuated from the train on the right?

 5 A. Yes, because the police then turned up with dogs, or

 6 a dog, sorry.

 7 Q. I know it's difficult, but are you able to give us

 8 an indication of approximately what time that may have

 9 been?

10 A. Sorry, no, I can't. As I say, minutes turn -- it can be

11 like half an hour, an hour. It just goes so quickly.

12 Q. I think there then came a point when the scene

13 effectively became a crime scene --

14 A. That's correct, yes.

15 Q. -- and presumably you were asked to leave. Did you,

16 too, make your way up to the station and were you then

17 also quarantined?

18 A. Yes, we were told by a senior officer upstairs everyone

19 was to leave the station, which we did. I was then

20 detailed by that person to get all Fire Brigade

21 personnel over to the left-hand side of the station on

22 to the roadway.

23 Q. Did you understand that you were being quarantined

24 because of the possibility of it being a chemical,

25 biological or radiological incident?
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 1 A. Yes, the information was passed that it could be a CBRN

 2 incident.

 3 Q. Is it also possible another part of the reason was that,

 4 because it was a crime scene, the police were trying to

 5 avoid any sort of cross-contamination?

 6 A. I wasn't told that first of all, no. I was told it

 7 could have been, like, a dirty bomb.

 8 MR HAY: Mr Nunan, thank you very much. I have no more

 9 questions for you, but there may be others.

10 Questions by MS GALLAGHER

11 MS GALLAGHER: One brief matter, Mr Nunan. It's just to

12 help with the chronology that you have described.

13 It's clear from what we have seen in writing and

14 from what you have said today that you were made aware

15 at the station within about 10 to 15 minutes of being

16 mobilised that certain things were urgently needed: some

17 lighting, stretchers, first aid equipment, and burns

18 kits.

19 At first today, when you were answering questions

20 from Mr Hay, you thought you were told that by

21 Station Manager Davies, whom you believed to be the

22 Incident Commander, and that fits in with your statement

23 that you gave in October 2005, when you said:

24 "Upon arrival at Edgware Road, we were met by the

25 Incident Commander, who briefed us accordingly."
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 1 But the document you have been taken to by Mr Hay,

 2 LFB55 at page 67 [LFB55-67] suggests that in fact it was while you

 3 were waiting for the briefing from the

 4 Incident Commander that you heard the request over the

 5 handheld radios for that equipment and you then

 6 responded to that request. So could you just help us

 7 with what happened when you first learned of the need

 8 for that?

 9 A. It would have been from the Incident Commander.

10 I wouldn't have taken it upon myself to go off without

11 a brief from that person.

12 Q. So the reference here in this document on 16 July 2005,

13 which is the closest document we have got to the time of

14 the bombing, when it refers in the third paragraph to

15 you hearing over the handheld radios about the need for

16 equipment whilst waiting for detailing from the IC, is

17 that incorrect, or is it that you heard it over the

18 handheld radios first and then you confirmed the need

19 for the equipment with the IC when you spoke to him?

20 A. That was said more like -- well, what I have written

21 there, because it probably would have -- it may have

22 come down from the tunnel, and then the

23 Incident Commander would have detailed us then to go and

24 do that.

25 Q. Say that again. You think you heard it over the radio
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 1 first?

 2 A. It may have come over the radio, and then the

 3 Incident Commander, who was in charge, who was going to

 4 detail us what crews -- what he wanted us to do, then

 5 that would have been the case, they would have told us.

 6 Q. In terms of reacting to the request, you think it is

 7 unlikely you would have reacted immediately to the

 8 request over the radio, you would have waited to have it

 9 confirmed by the IC?

10 A. I was being debriefed, yeah, we -- not being debriefed,

11 we was given tasks, because, otherwise, if you have

12 everyone doing the same task, then other tasks won't be

13 carried out.

14 MS GALLAGHER: Thank you, Mr Nunan.

15 MR SAUNDERS: My Lady, all I seek to do at this point is to

16 thank Mr Nunan on behalf of the family for the

17 instruction he gave -- I represent the family of

18 Jenny Nicholson -- in requiring that salvage sheet to be

19 brought so she could be covered before she was

20 eventually removed. So thank you, Mr Nunan.

21 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Any other questions for Mr Nunan?

22 Yes, Ms Boyd?

23 Questions by MS BOYD

24 MS BOYD: Mr Nunan, when you arrived and made contact with

25 the Incident Commander, as you have explained, a request
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 1 was made by radio from the tunnels to which you were

 2 directed to respond, and take further stretchers and

 3 lighting.

 4 It appears from what you tell us in your

 5 Fire Brigade statement that the request was made for

 6 additional crews. In other words, did you understand

 7 that there were already crews down there?

 8 A. I was aware that there was crews already down there,

 9 yes.

10 Q. You were being asked to provide additional lighting and

11 stretchers and other equipment. We are going to hear

12 tomorrow from Sub-Officer Loft, who was the first fire

13 officer down onto the platform with three or four other

14 of his crew.

15 Did you see, when you went down, any generators or

16 cabling already there that you were supplementing?

17 A. I believe there was one already in the bombed train,

18 when we arrived.

19 Q. A generator or a cabling?

20 A. No, a lighting, which was cable, and I believe it was

21 hanging from the roof.

22 Q. Is it necessary to keep the generator in an open space

23 because of the fumes?

24 A. Where it can vent, yes, because there's petrol fumes.

25 Q. So it's then a question of extending cable --
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 1 A. Yes, that's what we done when we arrived.

 2 Q. -- and possibly adding another generator with other

 3 cabling and other lighting?

 4 A. Yes, you can run two lighting units off of one unit.

 5 Q. So do you recall when the lighting actually worked in

 6 the bombed carriage?

 7 A. In the bombed carriage?

 8 Q. Yes. You referred to some lighting?

 9 A. From what I remember, I believe there was already

10 a lighting unit in there when we arrived.

11 Q. You referred to you were working or taking instructions

12 at the same time as G341 and the station officer. Is

13 that Station Officer Hussein?

14 A. That's correct.

15 Q. So they were also tasked to help with that additional

16 equipment?

17 A. Yes.

18 Q. One other matter. According to your statement, you used

19 your radio for a salvage sheet?

20 A. That's correct.

21 Q. Does that mean your radio was working in the tunnel or

22 did you move up?

23 A. Yes, because on the outset, we was told to change to

24 channel 5, which incorporates a leaky feeder throughout

25 the station.
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 1 Q. So that is using the leaky feeder as opposed to other

 2 communication?

 3 A. Yes, we weren't that far below ground anyway at

 4 Edgware Road.

 5 MS BOYD: Thank you very much.

 6 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Any other questions for Mr Nunan?

 7 Thank you very much, Mr Nunan. You have heard from

 8 Mr Saunders how much your actions meant to the family of

 9 Jennifer Nicholson. So thank you for what you did.

10 A. Yes.

11 (The witness withdrew)

12 MR HAY: My Lady, there are two statements to be read today.

13 The first is that of Jane Pitkin, dated 8 November 2005,

14 which has the usual declaration of truth:

15 "I am currently employed as a team leader by the

16 London Ambulance Service. I am a qualified paramedic

17 and have been with the Ambulance Service for the last

18 18 and a half years. I recently joined St John's Wood

19 ambulance station and had previously been at Willesden

20 ambulance station. I have been a team leader at

21 St John's Wood ambulance station since 2005.

22 "The role of team leader is one of a management

23 role, dealing with immediate welfare and supervision

24 issues around the station. As I am a qualified

25 paramedic, I regularly crew the vehicles as we have

62

Hearing transcripts – 23 November 2010 – Afternoon session

Reproduced courtesy of www.independent.gov.uk/7julyinquests

PDF print version produced & hosted by J7: The July 7th Truth Campaign - www.julyseventh.co.uk



 1 staff shortages.

 2 "On Thursday, 7 July 2005, I was on duty at

 3 St John's Wood ambulance station. My rostered duty was

 4 between 7 am and 3 pm. I was carrying out office duties

 5 for most of the morning, up to about 9.09, when the

 6 station activation phone rang. This phone is a direct

 7 link from the Ambulance Control to an ambulance station.

 8 I overheard the contents of the call being relayed to

 9 one of the crews, Nick Mars and Graeme Baker. The call

10 was to Edgware Road Tube station in relation to a loud

11 bang/explosion at the station.

12 "The call did not indicate how many casualties or

13 the nature of the incident. It was not unusual for us

14 to receive such calls to an Underground station.

15 However, the call was responded to immediately by

16 Nick Mars and Graeme Baker. A few minutes later, the

17 activation phone again went. I was still in the office

18 at this point. Two other crew members came into the

19 office and told me that more crews were needed at

20 Edgware Road Underground Tube station. They said

21 something about an explosion, but again, it wasn't clear

22 that this was a major incident, and we were unaware of

23 the other events unfolding in London at other locations.

24 I said I would join both Alasdair Hearsum and

25 Andy Meyer, who told me about the second call. I joined
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 1 them on their ambulance, call sign Echo 215. On my way

 2 out of the station to the ambulance, I collected

 3 additional equipment, including my paramedic bag.

 4 "I was aware of other crews responding from the

 5 station, but I cannot recall which crews and call signs.

 6 "On stopping, I got out of the rear of the

 7 ambulance. I was immediately disorientated, as I didn't

 8 recognise the Underground station. At that time

 9 I didn't know that there were two branch lines and

10 separate stations for Edgware Road. Having only been at

11 the station for a month, I was not familiar with the

12 area we covered in minute detail.

13 "I know that we parked the ambulance in a side

14 street near to the Circle Line entrance of Edgware Road

15 Tube station. I now know this is Cabbell Street.

16 I made my way towards the Underground station. There

17 was a steady stream of people walking away from the

18 station towards M&S nearby. I could see people with

19 dirt over their clothes and back and faces. I then

20 reached the entrance of the Underground station. The

21 corridor leading to the station foyer was lined with

22 casualties sitting or standing on each side of the

23 corridor. There were a number of Underground staff and

24 police with the casualties, including the medics. I saw

25 Ian Greenwood. Ian is a student who was on placement
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 1 with the ambulance station. He was on duty at the time.

 2 I went over to him, as he is not a qualified medic,

 3 although people may have thought he was. I then started

 4 to give immediate medical aid to various people. I was

 5 also asking London Underground staff and some of the

 6 police to assist, showing them how to use burn

 7 dressings, due to the high number of burn casualties.

 8 "I remember seeing two ladies with severe facial

 9 burns. One was on the left-hand side of the corridor.

10 I believe she was with the lady seen later on in the

11 photographs and news media. I remember also seeing an

12 Asian male with burn injuries to his hands and other

13 burns. I had a number of dressings and blankets with me

14 which I handed out where necessary to various

15 casualties. I was treating individuals in line with

16 a triage procedure, prioritising the casualties.

17 "Up to this point, no one had told me that there

18 were now more seriously injured on a train further into

19 the station. As I moved from one casualty to the next,

20 I was asking people nearby to remain with the

21 casualties. These people were mainly Underground staff

22 and police. There was a calmness in everyone's response

23 that I spoke to. I was aware that people were still

24 filing past. I realised that other medics were no

25 longer in the foyer.

65

Hearing transcripts – 23 November 2010 – Afternoon session

Reproduced courtesy of www.independent.gov.uk/7julyinquests

PDF print version produced & hosted by J7: The July 7th Truth Campaign - www.julyseventh.co.uk



 1 "Alasdair had at some point checked downstairs.

 2 I could not see Alasdair at this point. I felt that

 3 there was a need to join the other crews down the stairs

 4 on the platform. I then walked through the foyer to the

 5 stairs. I could see that the Underground staff had put

 6 a one-way system in on the platform, as people were

 7 being evacuated out of the station. At the bottom of

 8 the stairs on platform 4, I was directed to turn back on

 9 myself and walk off the platform on to the rail track.

10 I then made my way towards the tunnel, which leads to

11 Paddington Underground station. As I neared the tunnel,

12 I could see a Tube train on the left-hand track.

13 Further into the tunnel, I could see another train in

14 the right-hand tunnel. I now know the train on the

15 left-hand track was a Circle Line train heading from

16 Edgware Road to Paddington Underground station.

17 "As I approached the Tube train on the left-hand

18 track, I saw two medics at the sides of the train next

19 to the wall. The medics were Graeme Baker and

20 Phil Buck. Graeme was treating a male who had lost

21 a leg, and the other leg was severely damaged. This

22 male was on the track and appeared to be under the

23 train. I don't know how he got there. Phil was

24 preparing pain relief for the injured male. I assisted

25 him. I did notice that there were human remains on the
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 1 wall directly above us.

 2 "We were working in a confined, dark space which was

 3 hampering our efforts. As we had no means of

 4 communicating with anyone outside the station, I had to

 5 leave the side of the train and go back along the track

 6 and platform and then back to the ambulance for more

 7 equipment, including drugs packs. I found five

 8 ambulances outside and I recovered five drug packs.

 9 I saw Peter Swan outside the station. He had the role

10 of Silver medic. At this point, I don't think he even

11 realised how many casualties there were, and that we

12 needed extra resources which we did not receive.

13 "As I collected the drug packs, I ran back into the

14 station. I saw Graeme Baker again with the male who had

15 lost his legs. He was on an orthopaedic stretcher and

16 was being carried out of the station. I think I asked

17 Graeme about other casualties and he said the other

18 medics were on the train. I went back along the tracks

19 towards the train on the left-hand side in the tunnel.

20 "As I got to the train, I saw there was a ladder

21 enabling you to climb up the train via the driver's cab.

22 I don't know who put the ladder there, as the ladder

23 appeared to fit the rear of the train. I assumed one of

24 the Underground staff put it there. I climbed up into

25 the carriage and walked through the carriages.
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 1 I counted four carriages before I got to a carriage that

 2 was in darkness and can be described colloquially as

 3 'Beirut on a bad day'. It was carnage.

 4 "I could see that some torches were being used and

 5 held by people inside the carriage. I can recall the

 6 following medics and casualties being inside the

 7 carriage, and have indicated those persons on the

 8 drawing.

 9 Can we have up on the screen, please, [INQ9790-2]:

10 "I saw two medics, Lisa Dean and Nick Mars with

11 a female casualty near to the doors D8, I have marked

12 this position with the letter B and circled it. The

13 female casualty was about 40 years old, otherwise

14 I cannot give any further description of her. As

15 I moved down the carriage I could see a police officer.

16 I believe he was with the British Transport Police and

17 his first name was Dave.

18 "The police officer was with a casualty who

19 I eventually treated. The casualty was male, also

20 called Dave. He had lost a leg, (left leg). He was

21 lying on the floor of the carriage, his head was near to

22 a large hole in the floor of the carriage. I have

23 indicated the position of Dave (casualty) with the

24 letter C and circled by it seats 25 and 26.

25 "Another person was helping the casualty Dave. This

68

Hearing transcripts – 23 November 2010 – Afternoon session

Reproduced courtesy of www.independent.gov.uk/7julyinquests

PDF print version produced & hosted by J7: The July 7th Truth Campaign - www.julyseventh.co.uk



 1 male was called Jason and I believe he had previously

 2 been in the armed forces. I further saw a deceased

 3 person on the floor next to the casualty Dave. I have

 4 marked the position of this body the letter D and

 5 circled it next to seats 7 and 8.

 6 "Once I started to treat the casualty Dave I was

 7 hampered by the confined space which has made more

 8 difficult due to the deceased person lying next to the

 9 casualty. The deceased person was later moved into the

10 area near to double door D3. The deceased person had

11 his head nearest to the end of the carriage (seats 15 to

12 18).

13 "I also saw a deceased person next to the large hole

14 in the floor of the carriage. Part of the body was in

15 the hole. I have marked this position of the body with

16 the letter E.

17 "The overall condition of the train was a complete

18 mess. There was debris of all kinds of material all

19 over the carriage, including metal, glass and personal

20 effects, notwithstanding the casualties and the deceased

21 persons. The carriage was in darkness and it was

22 extremely hot. Overall the conditions were extreme.

23 "I then saw Alasdair and Andy who I had first

24 travelled with in the ambulance. They were across the

25 other side of the hole in the carriage floor. Someone
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 1 had put a bridge over the hole by using a metal plank.

 2 I was going to go and join them. I believe another

 3 medic was with them, Chris Woofenden. Alasdair told me

 4 not to come over and indicated that the casualty Dave

 5 had yet to be treated, so I went straight back to him.

 6 "One of the first things I was able to do for Dave

 7 (casualty) was to cannulate, prepare him for intravenous

 8 pain relief. In addition, I was able to hand out the

 9 drug packs to the other medical staff. The casualty

10 Dave was conscious when I first got to him, but as

11 I administered treatment he slipped in and out of

12 consciousness. I gave him pain relief which was

13 intravenous. I remember asking what had happened. It

14 was then that I was told that a bomb had exploded.

15 Jason who was helping was shouting loudly every time I

16 asked him something. This was due to the fact that he

17 had been deafened by the explosion.

18 "As I conditioned to treat the casualty Dave,

19 I looked around to see how we were going to get the

20 casualties evacuated from the confined space. I saw

21 that another casualty was on the floor near to the

22 double door D5 which I have marked with the letter F.

23 This casualty was 23 years old, American lady. Her

24 sister was sitting on seat 23. The lady in seat 23 had

25 a foot injury and she was staying as her sister was
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 1 being treated. It was now obvious that I start to get

 2 things moving and the casualties should be moved.

 3 I told those that were able to move out of the carriage

 4 as quickly as possible in order to start to evacuate the

 5 priority cases on stretchers.

 6 "It was at this point that the deceased body was

 7 moved from next to us at seats 7 - 8 to the area of the

 8 double door D3. The American lady sitting on seat 23

 9 moved across to seat 10 so as to allow us slightly more

10 room to evacuate the casualties.

11 "By now one of the Underground staff had had the

12 forethought to open the door D5 and this allowed us to

13 cross over to the train opposite and this made our

14 evacuation easier as it avoided the debris and gave us

15 some light in the train opposite, as temporary lighting

16 had still not arrived from the fire service.

17 "I cannot praise the Underground staff more highly.

18 They helped us in any way that they could and simple

19 things made it easier for us to conduct an evacuation of

20 the carriage. I had two of the Underground staff and

21 Jason help me with carrying Dave, the casualty, off the

22 carriage through the double door D5. I had the bottom

23 end of the stretcher and I was walking backwards whilst

24 crossing to the other train. Jason was guiding me and

25 was directly behind me. The police officer Dave
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 1 remained in the carriage to help.

 2 "Carrying the casualty Dave on the stretcher, we

 3 continued through the carriage back toward Edgware Road

 4 Station. As we got out of the train and on to the

 5 track, there was a flat cart on the track, the type you

 6 see in films where people stand on them and move some

 7 arms on the cart to move it along a rail track. We

 8 placed the casualty Dave on this cart and he was moved

 9 along the track back towards the platform. This was

10 still difficult as the tracks proved hazardous for us to

11 cross.

12 "On reaching the platform, we then took the casualty

13 Dave out of the station to the ambulances. I was

14 surprised to see that there was no one outside directing

15 the incident. There should have been someone directing

16 the casualties on to waiting ambulances.

17 "I waited approximately five minutes before I was

18 actually joined by Andy Meyer who had come up from the

19 train. We then got on to one of the ambulances. Andy

20 drove us, while I attended to Dave in the rear of the

21 ambulance. I did notice that the entrance to the

22 Underground station had now been cleared of casualties.

23 We drove to St Mary's Hospital, Paddington, where we

24 were met by emergency teams. I then handed the casualty

25 Dave over to the medical teams at the A&E.
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 1 "Having done that, we returned to Edgware Road Tube

 2 station. Once back at the scene we found that the

 3 serious and priority casualties had been all evacuated.

 4 We were then about to be directed to M&S, which is

 5 adjacent to the Tube station, where there were a number

 6 of people who had suffered minor injuries, when Andy

 7 told me about another incident at Russell Square

 8 Underground Station. We were then directed to attend

 9 Russell Square. We had to re-equip the ambulance, so we

10 went via St John's Wood Ambulance Station and collected

11 more fluids, drugs packs and blankets. We then made our

12 way to Russell Square.

13 "On arrival we found that, as with Edgware Road, the

14 serious and priority casualties had been evacuated. We

15 were asked to start ferrying minor injured persons to

16 hospitals. I was in addition asked by the duty station

17 officer to take the role of Bronze 'parking'. I took on

18 this role and immediately found that there wasn't

19 a system already in place. Emergency vehicles were

20 being sent to the scene and were approaching in both

21 directions. To compound this, there was no exit for the

22 ambulances being allowed. As they picked up casualties

23 from the Tube station in Bernard Street they had to

24 reverse back into Woburn Place.

25 "I organised the ambulances to arrive in
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 1 Russell Square, using that as an RV point. The

 2 ambulances could then drive directly into Bernard

 3 Street, which was then cleared, and could exit into

 4 Hunter Street and on to the hospital. Now and again

 5 these directions were altered, partly due to the fact

 6 I was not identifiable as Bronze parking, but I was able

 7 to get a one-way system and some assemblance of order in

 8 the parking.

 9 "Once I completed this role and the evacuation had

10 been stopped and then we left the scene, I handed these

11 notes to the duty station officer at the scene. I then

12 rejoined the rest of my colleagues back at St John's

13 Wood Ambulance Station."

14 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: I'm sure if Mr Gardner had been here

15 and Ms or Mrs Pitkin had given evidence, he would wish

16 to thank him for all the help that she gave him on that

17 day.

18 MR HAY: I think, from recollection, Mr Gardner was

19 particularly praiseworthy of Ms Pitkin.

20 My Lady, the final statement to be read is that of

21 Vincent Anderson. That's dated 10 February 2006 and has

22 the usual declaration of truth.

23 Statement of MR VINCENT ANDERSON read

24 "I make this statement in relation to the London

25 bombings on 7 July 2005, and in particular my
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 1 involvement at the Edgware Road London Underground

 2 Station.

 3 "I am a fireman based at Battersea Fire Station on

 4 'Blue Watch' with the London Fire Brigade.

 5 "On 7 July 2005, I was a crew member on a Fire

 6 Rescue Unit assigned to appliance H276. My role during

 7 this tour of duty, which commenced at 9.00, was that of

 8 'firefighter'. The other crew members during this tour

 9 of duty were Sub-Officer Dave Moore, firefighter

10 Stuart Brown, firefighter Brett Darsley, and another

11 firefighter who was the driver of the appliance.

12 "We had just taken over duty from 'Red Watch', when

13 we received a call regarding a 'fire and explosion' and

14 were immediately mobilised at about 9.05 to the Edgware

15 Road Underground Station. The journey to Edgware Road

16 Station took less than ten minutes. However, upon our

17 arrival there was some confusion as to what had

18 happened. Sub-Officer Moore then spoke with another

19 officer from the LFB who was already at the scene to

20 establish the situation and the need for our appliance.

21 After a few minutes I then learned from other crew

22 members and the appliance radio that the incident was at

23 'the other' Edgware Road Underground Station which

24 serves the District and Circle Lines, hence we were

25 re-deployed to this location."
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 1 My Lady, it may be that Mr Anderson is mistaken

 2 about that, and actually they went to Praed Street:

 3 "Upon our arrival at this location, I could see that

 4 there were several other LFB appliances already in

 5 attendance, along with police and the London Ambulance

 6 Service. Sub-Officer Moore directed me, along with

 7 other crew members, to set up an equipment dump, which

 8 was situated approximately 100 metres from the

 9 Edgware Road Underground station in the vicinity of the

10 Marks & Spencers store. This 'dump' consisted of

11 cutters, spreaders, hose, 'Rad' detectors, Whisper

12 pumps, thermal imaging cameras and other general

13 equipment.

14 "I was then directed by Sub-Officer Moore, along

15 with a colleague, I think it was Stuart, to take

16 stretchers, first aid kit and 'Re-Sus' equipment down to

17 the platform levels of the District and Circle Lines.

18 We piled all the equipment on to one of the stretchers

19 and entered the station complex through the ticket

20 barriers and descended to platform level via a set of

21 stairs.

22 "At the bottom of these stairs I think we turned

23 left on to the platform. I could see the tunnel

24 entrance a short distance away. There were other LFB

25 and LAS staff, and a number of passengers/casualties
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 1 walking along the tracks out of the tunnel. Some of

 2 these passengers were limping and bloodied. I remember

 3 seeing several passengers who had obvious injuries to

 4 limbs, an arm or a leg at a funny angle, possibly broken

 5 or dislocated.

 6 "On looking into the tunnel I could see two trains

 7 that were stationary a short distance into the tunnel.

 8 Stuart and I then made our way along the tracks towards

 9 the two trains with the stretchers and first aid kits

10 and approached one of the trains nearest to the

11 Edgware Road Station platform. I do not know if it was

12 the front or back of the train, or if it was the train

13 which had had the explosion on. I then started to

14 assist passengers who were walking along the tracks,

15 both male and female ...

16 "I then started to help the more seriously injured

17 passengers who needed to be stretchered out of the

18 trains/tunnel system. One of the casualties I helped to

19 stretcher out was a white male. He had a serious hand

20 injury. In fact I think his hand had been blown off.

21 There was also a female passenger who was unconscious,

22 and several other passengers who had to be carried out

23 on stretchers. I do not know any of their names. I did

24 not really speak to any of them. Our priority was to

25 get these casualties to medical aid as quickly as
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 1 possible.

 2 "At some point I boarded the 'bombed' train and

 3 started to search carriages for casualties. I remember

 4 one carriage in particular. It was quite extensively

 5 damaged with body parts and blood everywhere. I did not

 6 venture further into this carriage as it appeared that

 7 all the casualties had already been rescued.

 8 "I remember at some point I saw what I took at first

 9 to be a 'mannequin' laying on the tracks to one side of

10 the train. I thought to myself 'What is a mannequin

11 doing down here'. I then realised that I was looking at

12 the body of a young female passenger.

13 "She was lying on her back ... I do not know if she

14 had been blown out of the train or if other emergency

15 staff had removed her. She was obviously dead ...

16 "As I continued to search the train for casualties,

17 they were either police dogs or bomb disposal dogs

18 searching the train/track for secondary devices.

19 I assisted other firemen with opening several carriage

20 doors to facilitate the removal of stretchers and

21 passengers. At some point I was directed to set up an

22 'initial treatment' area on one of the cleared

23 carriages, which I did with another fireman and using

24 the fire rescue unit's large medical kit.

25 "I then continued to give assistance to any
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 1 'walking' passenger or stretcher casualty that needed

 2 help, many of whom were upset or in shock.

 3 "All the passengers who were alive were eventually

 4 evacuated from the train/tunnel. I do not know how long

 5 this took. During my time in the tunnel or on the train

 6 I did not have to move any 'deceased' passengers to aid

 7 removal of casualties. As we finally left the tunnel,

 8 I remember passing the body of the young female

 9 passenger who I had seen lying on the track earlier.

10 Someone had placed a sheet over her to preserve her

11 dignity in death. There was also a lot of debris lying

12 around the tunnel which I can only assume had come from

13 the bombed train.

14 "On completion of the casualty recovery, I along

15 with other colleagues returned to the surface where we

16 were directed to a side road near to Marks & Spencers as

17 there was some concern that we may have been

18 contaminated from the train/tunnel, as it was still

19 unclear if the explosion had been a chemical, biological

20 or a radiological incident.

21 "After a while we were then allowed to recover our

22 equipment, and returned to Battersea Fire Station."

23 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Mr Anderson appears to have been

24 another firefighter who shrugged his shoulders at the

25 danger and did everything possible to assist the
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 1 seriously injured.

 2 MR HAY: I'm grateful, my Lady. My Lady, from recollection,

 3 Mr Gardner named his daughter after Jane Pitkin.

 4 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: That's right. Yes. I think he made

 5 mention of, had the child been a boy, there might have

 6 been a different name.

 7 MR HAY: Absolutely, my Lady.

 8 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Right. Is it 10 o'clock tomorrow?

 9 MR HAY: Yes, my Lady.

10 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Thank you all very much.

11 (3.45 pm)

12 (The hearing adjourned until 10.00 am on Wednesday,

13 24 November 2010)

14
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