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 1 Monday, 22 November 2010

 2 (10.00 am)

 3 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Yes, Mr Keith?

 4 MR KEITH: Good morning, my Lady. My Lady, the first

 5 witness on today's list, Elizabeth Wynne-Evans has

 6 unfortunately been taken down by the flu, which leaves

 7 us, in fact, with only two other oral witnesses this

 8 morning, so we're trying to take steps to bring some of

 9 the afternoon witnesses forward --

10 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Thank you.

11 MR KEITH: -- as usual. Could I start, however, by calling

12 Martin Rolfe, please?

13 PS MARTIN ROLFE (sworn)

14 Questions by MR KEITH

15 MR KEITH: Good morning. Could you give the court your full

16 name, please?

17 A. Martin Rolfe, Police Sergeant 2565, British Transport

18 Police, currently stationed at the explosives search dog

19 section, my Lady.

20 Q. In July of 2005, on Thursday, the 7th, were you in

21 a marked police support unit carrier --

22 A. I was, sir, yes.

23 Q. -- with a number of other officers?

24 A. Yes, sir.

25 Q. Do you recall what you first heard of unusual incidents
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 1 occurring in London?

 2 A. I do recall some of the calls, yes, sir.

 3 Q. Was the first one concerning Aldgate?

 4 A. Yes, sir.

 5 Q. Could we have on the screen, please, [BTP150-39]? What

 6 was your call sign?

 7 A. Lima 84.

 8 Q. You were Lima 84. At 09.06.45, a male called in to the

 9 controller. The controller is MICC, is it not?

10 A. Yes.

11 Q. "Confirmed this is a train accident. Declare major

12 incident. We have numerous injured people at this

13 station at this time.

14 "All received out to you.

15 "BX from Lima 34."

16 Is that a call from your carrier?

17 A. No, sir.

18 Q. They then say they are making their way to Aldgate:

19 "Lima 36 to Aldgate East, thank you, received.

20 "Lima 84 BX."

21 A. That's my call, sir.

22 Q. That's yours:

23 "Lima 84, just the station you're going to, please.

24 "Yeah, we'll go to Aldgate, Aldgate over."

25 A. Yes.
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 1 Q. Having heard the previous two messages, did you decide

 2 that you would go to Aldgate?

 3 A. Yes.

 4 Q. But on your way to Aldgate, were there further messages

 5 over the radio?

 6 A. There were indeed, sir, yes.

 7 Q. Perhaps we could look at one or two of those, [BTP167-63].

 8 At 09.10.24:

 9 "All units standby. Standby any LT units."

10 What are LT units?

11 A. Lima Tango, it's a Central London police station code.

12 Q. "... able to attend Edgware Road. Met Line Underground

13 station. We've reports there of a person being struck

14 by a train. It's a grade 1 call."

15 What's a grade 1 call?

16 A. It means it's an immediate response, sir, use blue

17 lights and sirens.

18 Q. "BX from L84, we'll do Edgware Road. We're closer to

19 there than Aldgate, over."

20 Is that you?

21 A. Yes.

22 Q. So you decided to go to Edgware Road and, on the way,

23 did you hear the following message, [BTP168-33] at 09.14,

24 some 4 minutes later or, rather, in fact, you actually

25 asked for more information. Halfway down the page:
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 1 "BX from L84", Lima 84.

 2 "Lima 84 BX go ahead.

 3 "Yeah, we're a few minutes from Edgware Road. Have

 4 you got any more information? And for your information

 5 there's a supervisor on this vehicle, if you want to

 6 leave Lima Tango 8 at Liverpool Street, over."

 7 Yes?

 8 A. Yes, sir.

 9 Q. Were you trying to find out more about what might

10 confront you at Edgware Road on your way there?

11 A. Indeed, sir.

12 Q. When you arrived at Edgware Road, do you recall anything

13 of the other emergency services?

14 A. I recall there was at least one Metropolitan police

15 officer and one ambulance that I recall.

16 Q. Do you recall any Fire Brigade in attendance?

17 A. I don't recall, no.

18 Q. Could you see any other British Transport Police

19 officers when you arrived?

20 A. No, there were none there.

21 Q. Were passengers starting to come out of the station when

22 you had arrived?

23 A. Yes.

24 Q. What state were they in?

25 A. Various different injuries, some with burns and cuts and
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 1 there were some seated in the booking hall area,

 2 obviously all shocked.

 3 Q. Was it immediately obvious to you that something very

 4 serious had occurred?

 5 A. It was obvious to me that this wasn't just a person

 6 under a train, yes.

 7 Q. That message about person under a train, although not

 8 misleading, simply didn't portray the full nature of

 9 what was occurring?

10 A. No.

11 Q. On your arrival, what did you deem your priority to be?

12 A. To find out what had gone on, assess the situation and

13 just basically do whatever we could with the resources

14 I had and request more resources.

15 Q. So you would offer help to the people who were there?

16 A. Yes, the help I could. On the way into the station,

17 I just assured them that the ambulances were on the way

18 and people wanted help.

19 Q. Did you start keeping a log?

20 A. Yes, I gave one PC the job of staying at the station

21 entrance and commencing a scene log. That was

22 PC Millard.

23 Q. Could we have, please, on the screen [BTP169-4]?

24 09.26.39:

25 "BX from Lima 84. Can I cut in there at
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 1 Edgware Road?

 2 "Yeah, Lima 84, go ahead.

 3 "Yeah, we're just going down the tunnel now, we have

 4 two trains together. According to London Underground

 5 staff, the building shook when this incident took place.

 6 We do have a large number of casualties with blast-type

 7 injuries. We're just going down into the tunnel to

 8 assess the situation now, over."

 9 That's timed at 09.26.

10 A. Yes, sir.

11 Q. From your pocketbook, we know you arrived around about

12 9.20. You, therefore, it's plain, took a few moments to

13 speak to staff at the entrance to the station --

14 A. Yes, sir.

15 Q. -- to try to find out what was going on. What made you

16 decide to go down to the tunnel?

17 A. I had to find out what had happened before I could give

18 any further information. I needed an overview of what

19 the situation was.

20 Q. To whom would you be giving that information?

21 A. To the MICC, to BX.

22 Q. Do you recall whom you went down with?

23 A. I went down with PC Simpson and I sent PCs Albert and

24 Steggles, as a pair, down as well.

25 Q. Her Ladyship has heard a great deal of evidence about
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 1 the tunnel and the track and the trains, so I'm not

 2 going to trouble with you that, but do you recall that

 3 to the front of the eastbound train there was somebody

 4 lying on the tracks?

 5 A. Yes, sir.

 6 Q. May I ask you this: do you recall whether that person

 7 was covered with anything? Had anything been placed --

 8 we know, in fact, it was a young lady -- over her?

 9 A. No, there hadn't, sir.

10 Q. Was there anything to indicate to you that she was

11 alive?

12 A. No, apparently lifeless.

13 Q. Did you go on to the train at that first stage or not?

14 A. On to the westbound train, yes.

15 Q. You did go on to the westbound train. How far did you

16 go down?

17 A. Initially, I went to the westbound train, sorry. Then

18 I went out, back to the platform to update, sorry.

19 Q. You didn't go on to the trains, in fact, at that initial

20 stage?

21 A. Not immediately, no.

22 Q. Having seen that there had been a fatality, because you

23 saw the young lady on the track, and having seen the

24 fact that there were two trains, did you decide to go

25 back up and speak to Control?

7

Hearing transcripts – 22 November 2010 – Morning session

Reproduced courtesy of www.independent.gov.uk/7julyinquests

PDF print version produced & hosted by J7: The July 7th Truth Campaign - www.julyseventh.co.uk



 1 A. Yes, sir, there was no radio coverage in the tunnel at

 2 that time, so I went back to the platform to update

 3 them.

 4 Q. Did the radio work immediately on your arrival at the

 5 platform, or was it necessary to move further down or

 6 upstairs?

 7 A. I don't recall.

 8 Q. Could we have [BTP168-29]? At 09.29.21:

 9 "Yeah, BX from Lima 84. From what we can see

10 confirm another explosion on a train at Edgware Road."

11 Was it from your sight of the train that led you to

12 believe that there had been an explosion or was that

13 something you'd been told?

14 A. From what I could see and the debris that was about.

15 Q. "Train is just west of the station. There are two

16 trains parallel with each other. Have a lot of train

17 debris on the track. We're just finishing off

18 detraining what we can. We will then go and assess

19 casualties, over."

20 You don't make any reference there, Sergeant, to the

21 fact that you had seen an apparently lifeless person on

22 the track and that there had obviously been a fatality.

23 A. No, sir.

24 Q. Was there a particular reason for that?

25 A. I couldn't -- no.
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 1 Q. You can't recall now?

 2 A. No.

 3 Q. When you were on the track, was it apparent to you that

 4 other emergency services had arrived or were there still

 5 no members of the Fire Brigade there and only the one

 6 ambulance that you'd seen on your arrival?

 7 A. I don't recall the numbers of emergency services once we

 8 were on the track, sir.

 9 Q. Did you gain the impression that there were

10 a substantial number or not?

11 A. Not a substantial number, no.

12 Q. Did you consider, as you called in to MICC, asking for

13 more emergency services to attend or for information to

14 be relayed as to whether they were on the way?

15 A. I didn't. I should -- I perhaps should have done, but

16 I took the opinion that the information I was relaying

17 would be relayed to them on my arrival. There was

18 already, as I say, Metropolitan Police and Ambulance

19 Service who would have been updating as well. So ...

20 Q. If you tell your Control that there has been an

21 explosion, is that something that you can anticipate

22 will provoke the necessary response?

23 A. I would expect them to send sufficient units, yes.

24 Q. Did you know whether a major incident had been declared?

25 A. No, sir, I didn't.
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 1 Q. Did you consider the possibility of declaring a major

 2 incident yourself, given the fatality that you had seen?

 3 A. Honest answer, no, I didn't, sir.

 4 Q. All right. Having made that call, did you then go back

 5 down to the train?

 6 A. I did, sir, yes.

 7 Q. Did you board the westbound train from which passengers

 8 were being evacuated?

 9 A. Yes.

10 Q. Were there a very large number?

11 A. There was a stream of passengers. I wouldn't say it was

12 a -- you know, an extremely packed train still, but

13 there was a steady stream of passengers coming off.

14 Q. Did you work your way down the westbound train from the

15 rear?

16 A. Yes.

17 Q. From your statement, it's plain that it was when you

18 came across the second carriage, the bombed carriage,

19 that you realised the full nature and the extent of what

20 had occurred?

21 A. Yes, sir, once I got into that carriage.

22 Q. Do you recall whether or not the carriage was in

23 darkness, or was there any ambient light?

24 A. It was dark. There was sufficient light to be able to

25 just about make out where you were walking, but ...
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 1 Q. Did you go through the second carriage yourself?

 2 A. Not all the way through. There was a large hole in the

 3 floor towards the front of it, so you couldn't get all

 4 the way through.

 5 Q. So you wouldn't have gone very far into the carriage, in

 6 fact?

 7 A. Went in up until the hole.

 8 Q. Do you recall anything of the people who we now know to

 9 have died in that first section of the second carriage?

10 Did you see anybody on the floor?

11 A. I believe there were lifeless bodies on the floor.

12 I don't recall details.

13 Q. You can't help us how many people there were?

14 A. No.

15 Q. Did you gain an impression of whether or not the people

16 in the carriage were being attended to?

17 A. There were some civilians attending to some of the

18 passengers, but I couldn't comment on whether Ambulance

19 Service were there or not.

20 Q. Looking back, can you specifically recollect anybody in

21 uniform, either paramedic apparel, or other police

22 officers?

23 A. I can't, I can't recollect, no.

24 Q. All right. We know from the time that you made the

25 call, the call that we've just seen on the screen which
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 1 was made at 09.29, that you must have gone back into the

 2 westbound carriage, therefore, after 9.30. Does that

 3 seem to you to be about right?

 4 A. From the timings, it seems.

 5 Q. What conclusions did you reach as to what needed to be

 6 done once you'd gone through the westbound train and up

 7 to the second carriage?

 8 A. From there, it was still evacuating those seriously

 9 injured. There were no more walking wounded, as it

10 were. There were some more seriously injured. So it

11 was getting those out and ensuring that no passengers

12 were in front of the train that'd got dazed and walked

13 off in front, and getting everybody out of the tunnel.

14 Q. Did you consider whether there was a need for further

15 emergency services to be requested?

16 A. Not at that time, no.

17 Q. You've told us that you weren't able, because of the

18 hole, to explore further into the second carriage, but

19 it was apparent to you that there were a number of

20 people still in there either dead or seriously injured?

21 A. Yes, sir.

22 Q. Did you consider the possibility that further

23 paramedics, further ambulance technicians, might be

24 required to ensure that each of those people had

25 somebody looking after them?
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 1 A. There is that consideration, but it wasn't my

 2 consideration at the time, no, sir.

 3 Q. What was your consideration?

 4 A. My consideration was the scene as it was. I'd already

 5 been back to the platform and given the update on what

 6 was happening and that we did have a load of casualties,

 7 so my presumption would have been that the Ambulance

 8 Service would have sent resources to deal.

 9 Q. What did you think was the next major priority?

10 A. My next major priority was to get everybody out of the

11 tunnel and ensure that everybody that was in the tunnel

12 that could be evacuated was evacuated so that it could

13 then be kept as a crime scene.

14 Q. With your officer's or your sergeant's hat on, you were

15 already considering that this was a matter that was

16 properly being considered as a crime scene, and,

17 therefore, it should be decontaminated, it should be

18 secured and all those who could be taken out should be

19 taken out as soon as possible?

20 A. I was aware that it would be a crime scene, yes, but the

21 first consideration was to get the injured out.

22 Q. Could we have on the screen [BTP151-45]? At 09.39.43, at

23 the top of the page:

24 "Update for Edgware Road. We have at least two

25 fatalities on the train in the tunnel. Still in the
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 1 process of detraining the trains and we also have three

 2 trains that need to be checked regarding secondary or

 3 other suspect devices, over.

 4 "Yes, received.

 5 "BX from Lima 84, did you receive, over?

 6 "Lima 84, that was received."

 7 So we know that that must have been you again.

 8 A. Yes, sir.

 9 Q. May we presume, then, that you went back to the platform

10 in order to make that call?

11 A. I would have done, yes, sir.

12 Q. So this was after your second trip down to the tunnel

13 into the locality of the trains, you came back to the

14 platform and made that call.

15 So the detraining took a little while?

16 A. Yes, sir.

17 Q. Having made that call, did you go back to the track

18 a third time?

19 A. Yes, sir, yes.

20 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Sorry, three trains that needed to be

21 checked, Sergeant Rolfe?

22 A. I couldn't tell you, reading it now, where those trains

23 were, whether they were in the platforms at

24 Edgware Road, or whether there was another one behind,

25 coming eastbound.
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 1 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Don't worry, I'm sure it's --

 2 A. I do apologise.

 3 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Don't. No apology is necessary. I'm

 4 just checking which ones you meant.

 5 MR KEITH: Is it possible that you had in mind the two

 6 trains themselves in the tunnel and the train on

 7 platform 1, which was the Wimbledon train?

 8 A. Could well have been, sir.

 9 Q. Did you help with the removal of casualties from the

10 train?

11 A. I do recall assisting, not from the train, but assisting

12 with the removal of one casualty from the tunnel area,

13 yes.

14 Q. By carrying the casualty?

15 A. Assisting in carrying, yes.

16 Q. Were they stretchered out, for example?

17 A. Yes.

18 Q. Can you recall a time when you became aware of the

19 arrival of a substantial number of paramedics or

20 firefighters to assist with the evacuation of the bombed

21 carriage?

22 A. I don't recall specifically, no, sir.

23 Q. You say in your statement that you assisted with the

24 removal of injured personnel and then you left the

25 tunnel for procedures to take place to establish any
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 1 hazardous chemical presence.

 2 A. Yes, sir.

 3 Q. Was there some discussion as to whether or not there was

 4 either methane gas or asbestos in the tunnel?

 5 A. I don't recall methane gas. Asbestos is something

 6 that's normally discussed at -- in tunnels by the

 7 various agencies, but I don't recall methane gas, no.

 8 Q. Do you recall there being a discussion of the presence

 9 of asbestos on this occasion?

10 A. I couldn't say, no.

11 Q. What do you think the reference in your statement to

12 hazardous chemical presence was, then?

13 A. It would have been whether it had been a dirty bomb.

14 Q. Right. So this was a reference to the possibility of

15 a dirty bomb or --

16 A. As far as I'm aware, yes. I don't recall any specific

17 reference to asbestos or methane.

18 Q. Was there a discussion of the possibility of a secondary

19 device?

20 A. Late on in -- well, not late on, but, as you've just

21 seen, at 09.39, yes, it was a consideration for me and

22 other emergency services.

23 Q. Do you recall there coming a point when you became aware

24 that the scene had been cleared of the walking wounded

25 and the living casualties?
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 1 A. I don't recall becoming aware of it, because I was up

 2 and down the stairs after the majority were out.

 3 Q. Was there a general evacuation call for everyone to

 4 leave the scene when the casualties had been removed?

 5 A. Yes, there was later on.

 6 Q. Do you know when that was?

 7 A. I couldn't recall the time, no, sir.

 8 Q. I don't think there's a time in your pocketbook of you

 9 being told to evacuate. You simply say "out of the

10 tunnel for profiling to take place". So we don't know

11 when it was?

12 A. No, I couldn't tell you the time, sir.

13 MR KEITH: All right, thank you very much. Could you stay

14 there, please? There may be some further questions for

15 you.

16 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Ms Gallagher?

17 Questions by MS GALLAGHER

18 MS GALLAGHER: Sergeant, I have a number of questions on

19 behalf of some of the bereaved families. A lot of the

20 areas have been covered, but there's a number of issues

21 which I just need to address with you hopefully briefly.

22 You've described, both today and in your statement,

23 how there was one ambulance on the scene at the time

24 when you arrived.

25 A. Yes, ma'am.
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 1 Q. You then tasked PC Millard with starting the scene log

 2 and made your way down towards the tunnel.

 3 In both your statement and in your pocketbook at the

 4 time you referred to being asked while en route to the

 5 tunnel for help by some injured passengers. Do you

 6 recall that?

 7 A. Yes.

 8 Q. Do you recall what you said to those injured passengers?

 9 A. I tried to assure them that help was on its way and that

10 more ambulances would be arriving.

11 Q. The reference -- it can be brought on screen if it's

12 available -- it's [BTP385-3], and it's just a little above

13 the halfway line, it says:

14 "Injured persons asking for help. Reassured LAS

15 [London Ambulance Service] on way."

16 Sergeant, was that an assumption more London

17 Ambulance Service were on the way or was it based on any

18 discussions you'd had?

19 A. I couldn't tell you from that whether it's an assumption

20 or whether it was based on a discussion.

21 Q. But do you recall speaking to any of the LAS

22 personnel --

23 A. I did speak to them on the way in.

24 Q. A little further up that page, if we could scroll

25 a little further up that page, you say:
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 1 "In booking hall area 20 plus injured sitting on

 2 floor, some with obvious burns to face, blackened skin.

 3 Some being tended by LUL [London Underground] staff and

 4 London Ambulance Service."

 5 So you recall seeing -- even though you'd seen one

 6 ambulance outside, you do recall seeing some LAS

 7 personnel in the station area at ground level?

 8 A. Yes, whether that was both the crew from that or one of

 9 the crew, I couldn't tell you.

10 Q. You've been taken to [BTP168-29], the call to the

11 controller at 09.29.21 earlier, and you were asked by my

12 learned friend Mr Keith why there was no reference to

13 the lifeless person on the track when you made that

14 call. You do obviously describe an explosion at that

15 time, but in your witness statement, Sergeant, you

16 say -- the reference, my Lady, for you, is BTP202-2 --

17 you say:

18 "I went back to the platform, as there was no radio

19 coverage inside the tunnel, to update the MICC that

20 I believed this to be a terrorist-related incident, due

21 to the type of damage I had seen, and then I went back

22 to the tunnel."

23 So at the time that you made that call, Sergeant, do

24 you recall whether you were convinced it was

25 terrorist-related?
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 1 A. Well, having said -- seen there confirmed -- from what

 2 we can see, "confirm another explosion", that would, to

 3 my mind, indicate a terrorist incident.

 4 Q. Just the use of the word "explosion"?

 5 A. Yes, plus we had the other messages coming from Aldgate

 6 that there had been an explosion there, so ...

 7 Q. We also were taken to [BTP151-45], which is the call you

 8 made at 09.39.43. Now, we know by that time that you've

 9 seen the lifeless person on the track. We know you've

10 also seen the bombed carriage and you've referred to

11 a number of lifeless persons in the bombed carriage.

12 I know you've told Mr Keith that you can't assist

13 with location, but I'm interested in this, Sergeant: in

14 that call, you say, "We have at least two fatalities on

15 the train", and in your notebook, your contemporaneous

16 notes, you refer explicitly to the lifeless person on

17 the track, but also to one more obvious fatality on the

18 floor towards the centre of the carriage. So there was

19 plainly one other person who stuck out in your mind at

20 the time.

21 Do you think, if I showed you a graph of the

22 carriage, you may be able to assist us with the rough

23 location of that one obvious fatality whom you referred

24 to in your pocketbook at the time?

25 A. My pocketbook isn't contemporaneous, can I just point
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 1 that out? That was made after the incident on the day.

 2 I really couldn't say whether I would be able to help

 3 you or not.

 4 Q. Perhaps if we just have your notebook on screen rather

 5 than the graph, then. It's [BTP385-4], and it's halfway

 6 through the first section, it's about a quarter of the

 7 way down the page. You say:

 8 "One fatality on the floor towards the centre of the

 9 carriage."

10 So, Sergeant, you can't help us any further beyond

11 it being towards the centre of the carriage?

12 A. No.

13 Q. Do you recall anything further about that person?

14 A. No, I do apologise, I can't.

15 Q. No problem at all. I appreciate I'm asking you these

16 questions five and a half years later.

17 Could I go a little further down that page, that

18 same page? It's underneath the halfway line, just

19 around the halfway line, so it says:

20 "Maintained liaison with LUL, LFB, LAS until the

21 arrival of CI Dickason."

22 Can you assist us with the timings of Silver Command

23 and Gold Command, Sergeant?

24 A. I can't, unfortunately. I know that I asked for

25 a senior officer, and he arrived. I couldn't tell you
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 1 what time.

 2 MS GALLAGHER: I'm very grateful, Sergeant, I've nothing

 3 further, thank you.

 4 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Yes, Mr Saunders?

 5 Questions by MR SAUNDERS

 6 MR SAUNDERS: Sergeant Rolfe, may I preface what I'm about

 7 to ask you by saying that there is absolutely no

 8 criticism intended. All right? As Ms Gallagher has

 9 just said, we do appreciate this is a long time ago.

10 Am I right that the statement that you've made in

11 relation to this was only September of this year?

12 A. It was, sir, yes.

13 Q. So what you've done is to use your notebook as your

14 aide-memoire to make the statement?

15 A. Yes, sir, I made a statement originally the week after,

16 but, unfortunately, it's no longer in existence.

17 Q. I quite understand. Can I explain that I represent the

18 Nicholson family and we know, and her Ladyship knows,

19 that Jenny Nicholson was the young lady that was found

20 between the trains -- all right -- to give you that, and

21 as I say, there is no criticism.

22 You were asked by Mr Keith whether or not, when you

23 came across Jenny's body, it was covered.

24 A. Yes, sir.

25 Q. You didn't think it was.
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 1 A. No, sir.

 2 Q. Now, can I just put that into context for you,

 3 Sergeant Rolfe? Her Ladyship has already heard evidence

 4 from a number of the London Underground people who were

 5 obviously first on the scene, two of whom have described

 6 actually covering Jenny's body, one with some debris and

 7 another, Mr Rodgers, using some tarpaulin.

 8 We know that it wasn't until a later stage that

 9 priority labels and tags were put on various of those

10 who'd been murdered. All right?

11 A. Yes.

12 Q. I would just like to reflect on that, when you think

13 that you came across Jenny's body, you thought, on the

14 first occasion.

15 Now, I've had a look at your notebook and, again,

16 there's no criticism, Sergeant, please don't think that

17 this is a criminal case where there's any criticism at

18 all, but I do not believe there's any reference to

19 seeing that body at the early stages.

20 A. No, sir, there isn't.

21 Q. In fact, the only reference to the deceased, apart from

22 what we've just seen on the screen, where you say, "I've

23 come across two bodies", is when you describe, as

24 Ms Gallagher has just been asking you, there was one

25 fatality on the floor of the carriage. All right?
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 1 A. At least one, yes. I think it says two in there, but,

 2 yes.

 3 Q. All right. It may not matter for my purposes. All

 4 I need to ask you is this: is it possible, therefore,

 5 that you've mistaken when you saw Jenny Nicholson's

 6 body, that it may have been at a later stage after

 7 others had come to attend and to attach labels or

 8 whatever it may have been?

 9 A. No, sir, it was when we first went into the tunnel

10 because that body was what the call came out for as

11 a person under a train, is what the driver believed. So

12 that is what we saw when we got there, and I recall

13 speaking to the PC I was with and saying, "This must be

14 what was referred to as the person under a train".

15 Q. Were you actually speaking to any of the drivers or

16 London Underground staff?

17 A. I spoke to several members of staff, but not

18 specifically about that body.

19 Q. It's just her Ladyship has heard the evidence of one of

20 the staff who was there whilst the detraining from the

21 eastbound train was taking place. Do you remember

22 seeing that gentleman there?

23 A. I saw a lot of members of LUL staff there. I couldn't

24 recall names or where they were exactly, no, sir.

25 Q. There's no mention of seeing Jenny's body at that stage
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 1 on either the logs or your notebook?

 2 A. No, sir.

 3 Q. I think Mr Keith had already asked you this: as far as

 4 you were aware, there was obviously no sign of life?

 5 A. No, sir.

 6 MR SAUNDERS: Thank you very much, Sergeant.

 7 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Any other questions? Mr Gibbs?

 8 Questions by MR GIBBS

 9 MR GIBBS: Yes, Sergeant, could you help us with a couple of

10 extra details of timing? You, I think, in your vehicle,

11 were coming in from west London on the Westway --

12 A. Yes, sir.

13 Q. -- using your lights and sirens to get through the

14 traffic as fast as you could?

15 A. Yes.

16 Q. If we could just pick up the time that you arrive at

17 Edgware Road on [BTP168-20] --

18 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Just before we go to the timing, what

19 duty were you on that day? What kind of duty were you

20 doing?

21 A. I was at 0700 to 1500. The unit I was on at the time

22 was a public order/search unit, so general patrolling

23 duties.

24 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: The searching would be for things

25 like suspected devices, suspicious devices?
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 1 A. Yes, house searches, searches after crimes, general

 2 search duties, my Lady.

 3 MR GIBBS: If we could just pick up the time of you getting

 4 off at Edgware Road, I think we see it in the bottom

 5 half of the page:

 6 "L84 off at Edgware Road."

 7 That's just before 09.18.21, to which we're adding

 8 a couple of minutes.

 9 A. Yes, sir.

10 Q. About 9.20 you arrived?

11 A. Yes, sir.

12 Q. Then, if we could go on in BTP168 to page 38 [BTP168-38] , please, if

13 we could blow up the top half of the page, we've got

14 09.19.09. This is you, again, in an active message,

15 meaning it's an important one. Am I right?

16 A. Yes, sir, yes.

17 Q. "Yeah, we're off at Edgware Road. Met ..."

18 That means the Metropolitan Line, does it?

19 A. Yes, sir.

20 Q. "... liaising with senior London Underground. They've

21 confirmed it's some other form of explosion, not known

22 what at the moment. Numerous injuries, some with burns.

23 We haven't been down yet. We will assess and let you

24 know in a minute, over."

25 Then your next call is the one to which you have
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 1 been referred at [BTP151-28], and I think we've got you at

 2 09.26.28. I'd like to do the whole of this, please,

 3 because someone else is speaking first and we're just

 4 about to hear from him. It's another officer called

 5 Potter, and his call sign is L36. So beginning at the

 6 top of the page:

 7 "Yeah, Lima 30, I've got you at Aldgate."

 8 Then:

 9 "Lima 36 go ahead."

10 This is Mr Potter:

11 "Yeah, we're at Edgware Road. The station is being

12 shut and evacuated. I'm here with the Brigade and will

13 give you an update as soon as I have one, over."

14 But, in fact, he was at the other Edgware Road

15 station, wasn't he?

16 A. Yes, sir.

17 Q. So the controller says:

18 "Yeah, which Edgware Road is it?"

19 Then you cut in, don't you?

20 A. Yes, sir.

21 Q. "BX from Lima 84. Can I cut in there at Edgware Road?"

22 Then that's when you say:

23 "We're just going down the tunnel now, and we have

24 two trains together, according to [the] staff the

25 building shook ... large number of casualties with
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 1 glass-type injuries ... going ... into the tunnel to

 2 assess the situation ..."

 3 A. Yes, sir.

 4 Q. You've told us that you went to and from the train

 5 a number of times --

 6 A. Yes, sir.

 7 Q. -- and made calls and I shan't take you through them

 8 again. Did you also go up to the street and back down

 9 again?

10 A. Yes, sir.

11 Q. Did you speak to a senior officer who was a chief

12 inspector called Dickason there from the BTP?

13 A. Yes, sir, when he arrived, yes.

14 Q. Did you tell him what you had been doing and put

15 yourself under his command?

16 A. Yes, sir.

17 Q. I think that later, an even more senior officer arrived,

18 a Mr Price?

19 A. Yes, Superintendent Price, sir.

20 Q. Did you liaise with him later on in the morning?

21 A. Yes, sir.

22 Q. Could we just then look at two calls that one of your

23 officers -- was Mr Steggles one of your officers?

24 A. He was, sir, yes.

25 Q. Could we look at a couple of calls that he made later?
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 1 It may help with us the timing. BTP154, please,

 2 page 17 [BTP154-17], and it's 10.09.27, middle of the page, please:

 3 "... Lima November 34 ..."

 4 Is that Mr Steggles?

 5 A. Yes, sir.

 6 Q. "... Edgware Road. Just for the log, can you please

 7 show all members of the public and staff are clear of

 8 the track and train at Edgware Road? There's only

 9 ourselves and LFB and senior railway staff in the tunnel

10 with us ..."

11 That's at about 10 past 10.

12 Then can we go on in the same exhibit, BTP154, to

13 page 77 [BTP154-77], and there's an entry at 10.26.17, top of the

14 page, please, and again we've got Mr Steggles, LN34:

15 "... currently in the tunnel. Casualties, I believe

16 now the stretcher casualties have now been taken off the

17 train. Search dogs are just going through some of the

18 wreckage and one of the trains. At the current time

19 there's Metropolitan Police, BTP and LFB just going

20 through the train, received."

21 A. Yes, sir.

22 Q. That's about 10.30.

23 A. Yes, sir.

24 Q. Mr Potter, our next witness, came to the station, we

25 know, after you. Did you see him there?
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 1 A. I did see him, sir, yes.

 2 Q. We will hear that he made a detailed note of the bodies

 3 in the carriage. Did you see him down at the train?

 4 A. I saw him in the tunnel area, yes, sir.

 5 Q. When you arrived, the Ambulance Service were already

 6 there.

 7 A. Yes, sir.

 8 Q. Were they dealing with the injured?

 9 A. At least one of them must have been in the booking hall.

10 I recall just one ambulance outside, sir.

11 Q. Do you remember other ambulance staff turning up later

12 during the period of you being there?

13 A. Later on, yes, more emergency services were there later.

14 Q. Your concerns, if I have understood it right, were to

15 evacuate the area --

16 A. Yes, sir.

17 Q. -- and to search for secondary devices so as to protect

18 those who remained?

19 A. Well, to ensure that it was a safe environment and that

20 everybody that needed to be out was out, yes, sir.

21 MR GIBBS: Thank you.

22 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Any other questions for

23 Sergeant Rolfe?

24 Sergeant Rolfe, thank you very much indeed. You are

25 very matter of fact about what you do, even where it
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 1 involves confronting danger and the horrific scene that

 2 you saw. Thank you for helping the people at the scene

 3 and thank you for helping me.

 4 A. Thank you, my Lady.

 5 MR KEITH: As prefaced by my learned friend, may we have,

 6 please, Geoffrey Potter?

 7 PC GEOFFREY POTTER (affirmed)

 8 Questions by MR KEITH

 9 A. Police Constable Geoffrey Potter, 4296, my Lady,

10 currently attached to Hammersmith police station.

11 MR KEITH: Mr Potter, as we've just heard from your

12 colleague, on Thursday, 7 July, you were in Central

13 London?

14 A. Yes, sir.

15 Q. Your statement records that you were an early turn

16 response cover sergeant.

17 A. Yes, sir.

18 Q. Could you just tell us, please, what that meant?

19 A. Yes, sir. Central London police station is the one that

20 covers obviously Central London. I was responsible that

21 morning for deploying officers in various cars to cover

22 the different areas of London, and basically to

23 supervise any large incidents that occurred.

24 Q. I think you had arrived quite early that morning at

25 7.00.
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 1 A. Yes, sir.

 2 Q. But by 8.30, were you in a marked police vehicle?

 3 A. I was.

 4 Q. Were you in Acton, for example, or nearing Acton?

 5 A. Yes, sir. The vehicle that I was in was one which

 6 didn't have the vision audible warning signs working, so

 7 I'd taken it there for repair.

 8 Q. Just as you approached Acton, did you start to hear over

 9 the radio messages concerning an incident, firstly, at

10 Liverpool Street and then elsewhere?

11 A. Yes, I did.

12 Q. If we could have on the screen [BTP150-14], you'll see

13 there a general call from BX, that's the Control, is it?

14 A. Yes, sir.

15 Q. "... any unit can attend Liverpool Street,

16 Liverpool Street Underground station. There's

17 reports ... of an explosion heard.

18 "Is there any unit on this channel can respond to

19 the BX, give them a radio test?"

20 A. Yes, sir.

21 Q. Do you recall whether that was one of the messages that

22 you heard?

23 A. Yes, sir, it would have been.

24 Q. That's 08.49. Did you hear then a sequence of messages

25 concerning Aldgate at 09.06 and then King's Cross at
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 1 09.08?

 2 A. Yes, sir.

 3 Q. Then Edgware at 09.10?

 4 A. Mm-hmm.

 5 Q. Do you recall anything of the Edgware message?

 6 A. That it was a report of a person under a train.

 7 Q. Could we have, please, [BTP150-43]? 09.10.24:

 8 "All units on standby, standby. Any Lima Tango

 9 units, any Lima Tango units able to attend Edgware Road

10 Met Line Underground station. We've got reports there

11 of a person being struck by a train."

12 You will have seen that message a few moments ago in

13 the course of Mr Rolfe's evidence.

14 A. Yes, sir.

15 Q. What did you decide to do, having heard this sequence of

16 messages?

17 A. Needed to get the vehicle repaired as quickly as

18 possible to be able to respond, which we did, and then

19 started heading back towards Central London.

20 Q. Did you have a particular destination in mind?

21 A. I believe I was going to King's Cross, but I could have

22 been mistaken.

23 Q. You diverted, as we'll hear in a moment, to

24 Edgware Road. Was there a particular reason why you

25 decided to go to Edgware Road?
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 1 A. Yes, sir, one was the traffic coming from Acton was

 2 extremely heavy, which made it difficult to get very

 3 far, and I was by Edgware Road when the updates were

 4 coming from Lima 84.

 5 Q. Was one of those updates an update at 09.19, [BTP150-58]?

 6 This, of course, was an update that we've just heard

 7 from Mr Rolfe.

 8 A. Yes, sir.

 9 Q. "... off at Edgware Road Met liaising with senior

10 London Underground. They confirm that it's some other

11 form of explosion, not known what at the moment.

12 Numerous injuries. Some with burns. We haven't been

13 down yet ..."

14 A. Yes, sir.

15 Q. Having heard that, did you decide to make your own way

16 to Edgware Road?

17 A. Yes.

18 Q. Now, there are two Edgware Road stations, are there not?

19 A. Yes, sir.

20 Q. You know that now?

21 A. I do now, sir, yes.

22 Q. I'm not sure you knew that then, because you went to the

23 station to the north of the A40 flyover, did you not?

24 A. Yes, I did.

25 Q. Is that the Bakerloo?
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 1 A. Yes, it is.

 2 Q. I don't think that we've got a map showing the whole

 3 area, but we can make do, please, with [INQ10282-2] . It

 4 doesn't show Edgware Road, but it does show the

 5 Marylebone Road, which, of course, turns into the

 6 flyover.

 7 A. Yes, sir.

 8 Q. You'll see, Officer, Chapel Street, which contains the

 9 main entrance to Edgware Road station, and it's headed

10 "Entrance". Imagine you were to go left of this map

11 where the Edgware Road is.

12 A. Yes, sir.

13 Q. If you were then to go north under what is then the A40

14 flyover, do you get to the northern outpost of the

15 Edgware Road station being on the other side of the A40?

16 A. Yes, you do.

17 Q. When you arrived, there was no incident there, was

18 there?

19 A. No, sir.

20 Q. Did you find anybody there at all?

21 A. There were staff and there was a fire engine there.

22 Q. Did either you or the officers in the fire engine

23 consider phoning in to the Control and saying "There's

24 no incident here, have we got the right station?"

25 A. I don't recall. I realised it was the wrong station
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 1 quite quickly.

 2 Q. Primarily because staff weren't aware of anything

 3 happening?

 4 A. Yes.

 5 Q. Was the station in a process of evacuation?

 6 A. Yes, it was, and I made sure it was fully evacuated.

 7 Q. Do you know why it was being evacuated?

 8 A. There had been a number of incidents in London at that

 9 point that I was aware of, so I believed it was for that

10 reason and, also, because of the proximity to the other

11 Edgware Road, I thought that the effects from that blast

12 could have come through to that station.

13 Q. So you knew shortly after arriving there that, in fact,

14 the incident was at the other Edgware Road station --

15 A. Yes, sir.

16 Q. -- but you realised they were connected through the

17 tunnels?

18 A. Yes, sir.

19 Q. The point I was getting at is, was the station being

20 evacuated because -- and if you weren't aware, say so --

21 there had been a Code Amber declared on the

22 London Underground and the whole service was suspended?

23 A. I'm not aware of that, sir.

24 Q. You don't know why specifically the station was being

25 evacuated?
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 1 A. No.

 2 Q. Did you go down to the platform level at that station?

 3 A. Yes, I did.

 4 Q. I think there was an empty, stationary train on one of

 5 the platforms?

 6 A. Yes.

 7 Q. Can you help us with the time at which you think you

 8 concluded that evacuation exercise?

 9 A. About 9.40, sir.

10 Q. All right. Let's see if we can place it as best we can.

11 Could we have [BTP151-28] at 09.26.28:

12 "... Lima 30, I've got you at Aldgate. Lima 36, go

13 ahead."

14 Were you Lima 36?

15 A. Yes, sir.

16 Q. "Yeah we're at Edgware Road. The station is being shut

17 and evacuated. I'm here with the Brigade and will give

18 you an update as soon as I have one, over."

19 A. Yes, sir.

20 Q. Do you recall that message?

21 A. Yes.

22 Q. We can see from the top left that the time is 09.26.28.

23 A. Yes, sir.

24 Q. So it was a bit later than perhaps you recall. Does

25 that seem, however, to be about right?
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 1 A. Yes, sir.

 2 Q. When you left the station, did you leave some police

 3 officers, other police officers, behind you?

 4 A. Yes, sir, they were to follow once the station was fully

 5 closed.

 6 Q. All right. Then did you go back down the Edgware Road

 7 or down the Edgware Road towards the other station?

 8 A. Yes, sir.

 9 Q. On foot or in your car?

10 A. On foot, sir.

11 Q. How long did that take you?

12 A. Less than five minutes.

13 Q. Could we have [BTP151-56], please? There is a call there:

14 "... Edgware Road Bakerloo Line is shut and secure.

15 No persons in tunnels there. The Met are keeping

16 a cordon in place due to the closeness of this station

17 and the one that the device has gone off at. We're now

18 attending the other location at Edgware Road to see if

19 we can assist and give you a better update, over."

20 A. Yes, sir.

21 Q. Just above that, you'll see a reference to "Lima 36

22 receiving, over".

23 A. Yes, sir.

24 Q. So that's you again. We don't know the exact time, but

25 we can say from a subsequent call at 09.44.29 that it
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 1 must have been before 09.44?

 2 A. Yes, sir.

 3 Q. Did you call on your way down the street or on your

 4 arrival at Edgware Road?

 5 A. That would have been on the way down the street, sir.

 6 Q. When you arrived, was there a cordon in place?

 7 A. There was.

 8 Q. Can you tell us what you can recall of the presence of

 9 the other emergency services?

10 A. Yes, sir. They were all present. Ambulance. I can't

11 recall Fire Brigade, but I know that, if they weren't

12 there, they were pretty much with us because they had

13 been at the other station.

14 Q. When you arrived, was there a senior British Transport

15 Police officer already there?

16 A. Yes, sir, Mr Dickason.

17 Q. Was he what you discovered to be BTP, British Transport

18 Police, Silver?

19 A. Yes, sir.

20 Q. Now, do you know at what time you arrived or did you see

21 him arrive?

22 A. No, sir, I arrived after him. It would have been, from

23 that record, about 09.45, if that call came in at 09.44.

24 Q. We can't, in fact, place his time of arrival from the

25 master log, but from his witness statement, which is yet
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 1 to be tested, of course, we know that he arrived some

 2 time around 9.50.

 3 A. Right, sir, well, he was there on my arrival.

 4 Q. Did you have a sense that he had just arrived when you

 5 arrived, or did it look like he was in control and he

 6 was ensconced in what he was doing?

 7 A. No, I would say he had pretty much just arrived, but he

 8 was definitely there just before my arrival.

 9 Q. So it was around about quarter to, ten to, you think?

10 A. Yes, sir.

11 Q. What did you think was your main priority on your

12 arrival?

13 A. To assess what was going on in the station and to help

14 anyone that I could.

15 Q. So you made yourself available to your fellow officers

16 and --

17 A. Yes, sir.

18 Q. -- the other emergency services to see what you could

19 do. Did you go into the station?

20 A. Yes, sir.

21 Q. Who did you go with?

22 A. I went with a PC Graham and Mr Dickason's aide, whose

23 name, unfortunately, I keep forgetting.

24 Q. What was the purpose of you entering the station?

25 A. To make an assessment of what was going on and then to
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 1 report back to him.

 2 Q. Did you gather from that tasking that he had not yet had

 3 a chance to send a British Transport Police officer in

 4 to see what was going on?

 5 A. Yes, sir. I think I volunteered to go and do it.

 6 Q. Were passengers still coming out at that stage from the

 7 trains --

 8 A. Yes, they were.

 9 Q. -- or had they more or less finished?

10 A. I think there was the last few coming out.

11 Q. Did you receive any information, as you entered the

12 station, as to whether or not there were fatalities on

13 the train and, if so, how many?

14 A. Yes, sir, I was informed, and I can't recall who by now,

15 but that there were at least seven dead.

16 Q. By the time you were there, do you recall whether or not

17 there were EXPO, explosives officers there, with sniffer

18 dogs?

19 A. Yes, sir, there were.

20 Q. Were they in the tunnel or were they on the platform?

21 A. I recall seeing them on the platform.

22 Q. Did you go straight down onto the track?

23 A. Yes, sir.

24 Q. Did you pause to check whether or not the power was off?

25 A. Yes, I did.
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 1 Q. Whom did you check that with?

 2 A. I checked that with the LU staff and, also, I saw that

 3 the short-circuit devices were on.

 4 Q. There is a significant observation in your witness

 5 statement about the dangers of stepping out on to rails

 6 without ascertaining first that the power is off. Had

 7 there been, in fact, an extremely serious incident

 8 a couple of days or a week before 7 July?

 9 A. Yes, sir.

10 Q. What had happened?

11 A. It wasn't perhaps as serious as it reads in my

12 statement, but I was at an incident at another one under

13 where one of the paramedics had touched a rail which had

14 some current going through it. I understood later that

15 this was only residual current and it was not likely to

16 be fatal, but it always makes me very careful when I go

17 on the track.

18 Q. But it had injured him?

19 A. Yes.

20 Q. You approached the trains, and did you see at the front

21 of the eastbound train a person lying on the track?

22 A. Yes, sir, I did.

23 Q. Did you make a note subsequently of what you had seen?

24 A. Yes, I did, sir.

25 Q. Do you wish to refer to those notes, or can you
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 1 remember?

 2 A. No, I would like to refer, please.

 3 Q. We know from your evidence that you went back --

 4 a little further on, you went into the train and you

 5 made a very detailed note, or you had someone keep

 6 a note --

 7 A. Yes, sir.

 8 Q. -- of what you saw. I think you called out what you saw

 9 and had somebody log it into a notebook.

10 A. Yes, sir.

11 Q. We have those notes in our system at [BTP87-3]. I don't

12 think we need to have them up at the moment, but you

13 may, subject to my Lady's leave, look at those notes

14 yourself, if it assists.

15 A. Thank you.

16 Q. What can you recall of the person lying at the front of

17 the eastbound train?

18 A. It was a lady that -- she was partly dressed and had

19 clearly been checked by medical staff, and that she was

20 dead and, from how she was positioned, I took her to be

21 the initial report of a person under a train.

22 Q. Because she was near the front of the train?

23 A. Yes, sir.

24 Q. Do you recall whether or not she had a label on her

25 signifying that she had been checked --
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 1 A. Yes, sir.

 2 Q. -- and the paramedics were -- had concluded that she was

 3 dead?

 4 A. Yes, sir, she did.

 5 Q. Officer, in your statement, you make a reference to her

 6 appearance, and it's important that I elicit it because

 7 it may be of some small solace, but she appeared to you

 8 to be very peaceful in the position that she lay?

 9 A. Yes, sir.

10 Q. Did you speak to any members of the London Underground

11 staff as you approached the train?

12 A. Yes, I did, sir.

13 Q. Was one of them Mr Corbin --

14 A. Yes.

15 Q. -- who I think was a London Underground manager?

16 A. Yes.

17 Q. Did he give you some outline as to that he had already

18 done concerning detraining the trains?

19 A. Yes, sir, he did.

20 Q. But were you concerned to keep on going through the

21 trains and to make sure everybody was off?

22 A. Yes, sir.

23 Q. So what did you do?

24 A. I initially went through the westbound train, there were

25 paramedics working on some people in that train. I went
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 1 through to where the explosion had occurred and found

 2 six lifeless bodies there which were all confirmed as

 3 being dead.

 4 Q. Before we come to the detail of the people whom you

 5 found there, may I ask you, do you recollect the number

 6 or the type of the people who were in the carriage

 7 before the bombed carriage, were they London Underground

 8 or paramedics or Fire Brigade?

 9 A. There were paramedics, there were some

10 London Underground staff there, and my colleagues and

11 I assisted the paramedics with one lady who was being

12 treated with leg injuries.

13 Q. As you went through the train --

14 A. Yes, sir.

15 Q. -- you stopped to help the people who were there?

16 A. Yes, sir.

17 Q. Do you recall whether there were any Fire Brigade

18 officers there?

19 A. I don't recall at that time.

20 Q. Meaning you don't recall them being there or you do

21 recall they were there?

22 A. No, I don't recall them being there at that time.

23 Q. Do you recollect any particular difficulties with

24 equipment, either lack of light or stretchers or other

25 medical equipment?
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 1 A. Yes, sir, it was dark in the trains and it was dark in

 2 the tunnel, so I had several torches on me, which were

 3 used, and I also used a key which is called a J key,

 4 which helped them get some equipment out of some --

 5 under the chairs.

 6 Q. Under the seats in the carriage?

 7 A. Yes, sir.

 8 Q. Do you recollect what equipment was situated in the

 9 seats?

10 A. I don't recall, sir, no.

11 Q. When you got to the second carriage, the bombed

12 carriage, were there more personnel inside that

13 carriage?

14 A. Without looking at my statement now, sir, I honestly

15 can't recall. I don't think there was many in that

16 carriage.

17 Q. You recollect in your statement that there were three to

18 four paramedics in the second carriage --

19 A. Right, there were --

20 Q. -- and two firefighters, two fire personnel, working in

21 it?

22 A. Right, sir, so there were firemen there.

23 Q. They were further down the train?

24 A. Yes, sir.

25 Q. Do you recollect speaking to a Metropolitan police
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 1 officer concerning the possibility of there having been

 2 a dirty bomb or of a combustible atmosphere in the train

 3 tunnel?

 4 A. Yes, sir.

 5 Q. What was that about?

 6 A. Basically, he had a device that reads the air and he

 7 said to me it was an explosive atmosphere.

 8 Q. What did he mean by that?

 9 A. Well, that's what he told me. I took it to mean that

10 either obviously there's just been a bomb and it's

11 reading that, or that the atmosphere was one which was

12 a dangerous one.

13 Q. Did you think this was worthy of note?

14 A. I put it in my book, sir.

15 Q. Did you call in and report it?

16 A. I can't recall, sir, I believe I did.

17 Q. Could we have, please, [BTP152-31]? At 09.50.40:

18 "Lima 36, Alpha Zulu go ahead, over.

19 "Yeah, currently in Edgware Road, bomb start here, 7

20 casualties confirmed dead."

21 A. Yes, sir.

22 Q. Do you recognise this message?

23 A. That's me, sir.

24 Q. What did "bomb start here" mean, can you help us? If

25 you can't recollect, don't worry.
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 1 A. No, sir.

 2 Q. "A large device was used ..."

 3 Was that a piece of information you received from

 4 the same officer?

 5 A. From my observations and from the officer, very

 6 possibly, yes, sir, I can't recall.

 7 Q. "Brigade say that there is an explosive atmosphere that

 8 they're reading with their machine, still an explosive

 9 atmosphere at the station, over."

10 A. Yes, sir.

11 Q. You called it in to MICC your control?

12 A. Yes.

13 Q. Did you consider whether or not the existence of the

14 explosive atmosphere necessitated an evacuation or

15 anything of that sort?

16 A. An evacuation was already well under way.

17 Q. In what sense?

18 A. That it was -- because, on my arrival, most people had

19 left and only those that were trapped or just still

20 being treated at the scene were remaining.

21 Q. What about non-essential medical personnel or

22 firefighters and so on, who weren't actually directly

23 being engaged in bringing out the last few casualties?

24 A. Yes, as I say, as far as I can recall, I've informed

25 them because I considered it to be a problem.
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 1 Q. Significant?

 2 A. Yes.

 3 Q. But not so significant that you felt the need to tell

 4 the people around you, for example, "We've got to get

 5 out"?

 6 A. No, sir.

 7 Q. "There is a an explosive atmosphere"?

 8 A. We were getting everyone out as quickly as we could.

 9 Q. All right. You helped people as you went down the

10 train. Once you got to the second carriage, the bombed

11 carriage, what did you feel that you could add there?

12 A. I did two things while I was on the train. One was, the

13 train next to it, I got them to open their doors,

14 because they were pretty well lined up for the doors,

15 and that let more light into the trains, because there

16 was light on the other carriage, and I recorded the

17 details of all the lifeless bodies, because obviously

18 that was the first step in trying to identify them and

19 I didn't know what questions would be asked on the way

20 out of the station as to whether anyone would be looking

21 for them at that point.

22 Q. Do you recollect whom you first saw when you went to the

23 bombed carriage?

24 A. I don't recollect now, no, sir.

25 Q. In your statement, you describe an injured female with
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 1 a paramedic working on her from outside the train.

 2 A. Yes, sir, there was a lady with an injured leg,

 3 I believe her name was Liz, but --

 4 Q. Liz Owen, does that ring any bells?

 5 A. I didn't take her last name, sir, I don't remember it.

 6 Q. But she was being looked after?

 7 A. Yes, sir, and we did a few things to assist them in

 8 treating her, by bending some of the metal away from her

 9 and by using our torches.

10 Q. Do you recollect anything of her state? Was she

11 conscious at the time?

12 A. I believe she was, and she was in shock, and a member of

13 the public was also there at that point assisting her,

14 and we got him to leave, because, at that point, he was

15 no longer needed to be there, but he had done a very

16 good job.

17 Q. Because you were there or because there were other

18 emergency services?

19 A. Because there was enough paramedics and other people

20 there.

21 Q. In your statement, you describe how he was actually

22 holding a saline drip --

23 A. Yes, sir.

24 Q. -- and trying to pull her free from the debris?

25 A. Yes, sir. But he clearly was also shocked.
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 1 Q. Could you tell us, please, something of the air, the

 2 temperature, and the general state in which everybody

 3 who was assisting the souls in that carriage were in?

 4 A. Tunnels are always very dirty, and it was a very dirty,

 5 dusty atmosphere, it was very hot, and there was a very

 6 unpleasant smell in the air, there was the smell of the

 7 explosion and of the result of people being injured. So

 8 it wasn't a good atmosphere to be in at all.

 9 Q. Whom did you discuss opening the doors with, because we

10 know from your statement and from what you've just said

11 you were able to open some of the doors between the

12 bombed carriage and the adjacent train?

13 A. I think it was Mr Corbin or a station supervisor who was

14 there.

15 Q. Did you do that on your own or were there a number of

16 you trying to open the doors?

17 A. No, sir, I spoke to them and they got it done very

18 quickly.

19 Q. Did you see the driver of the train as you went through

20 that carriage?

21 A. Yes, and he went -- we got him to leave via the other

22 train, the one next to it, so that he didn't have to go

23 back through the area that had the bomb in it.

24 Q. Then did there come a time when your fellow officer,

25 PC Graham, arrived in the bombed carriage?
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 1 A. Yes, sir.

 2 Q. What did that enable you to do?

 3 A. Well, because, as I say, it was still not good lighting

 4 and because the flooring there was dangerous, I took

 5 a visual record of each of the people and got him to

 6 note it in my notebook for me so that I could have an

 7 accurate record of who was where.

 8 Q. If we could have, please, on the screen [INQ8708-2] , this

 9 is a page from your pocket notebook.

10 A. Yes, sir, it is not a beautiful picture, I'm sorry.

11 Q. Is this your drawing or is this the drawing made by

12 Mr Graham in your notebook?

13 A. I think it's by Mr Graham. It's possibly by me.

14 I honestly don't recall which one of us did it.

15 Q. Was this a drawing that was made while you were both

16 still in the carriage or was this a drawing made

17 subsequently?

18 A. Yes, sir, this was all at the time.

19 Q. In your notebook, there is also a description of the

20 people whom you saw. Could we have [BTP87-3]? At the

21 bottom of the page, the description commences of the

22 persons inside the second carriage?

23 A. Yes, sir.

24 Q. Is this, then, in Mr Graham's writing because you passed

25 the notebook to him?
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 1 A. Yes, it is, yes, sir.

 2 Q. May it be that he both wrote down what you were calling

 3 out in your notebook and also did the diagram?

 4 A. Looking at the picture, sir, I think that it's my bad

 5 work, yes. I did the picture.

 6 Q. You think you did the picture?

 7 A. Yes.

 8 Q. Then or subsequently?

 9 A. It must have been straight afterwards.

10 Q. All right. Well, with those two documents in mind,

11 could you please tell us what you saw in the second

12 carriage and begin with telling us how much time you

13 took to stand by each person in order to record details

14 of what you could see?

15 A. Yes, sir. In the second carriage, there was an

16 explosion in the floor, and a hole in the floor, and

17 around that hole, as the picture showed, there were

18 lifeless bodies, and what I did was just record the

19 details of each one, what they were wearing and what

20 they looked like to me, without disturbing them. They

21 had all been checked and all had labels on saying they

22 were dead, and I just took a visual record of what they

23 looked like, without moving or disturbing them in any

24 way.

25 Q. Were you able to tell whether they might already have
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 1 been moved or was the appearance of the bodies and the

 2 way in which they were lying on the floor consistent

 3 with the immediate aftermath of an explosion?

 4 A. For me, sir, it appeared that they hadn't been moved,

 5 but obviously had been checked.

 6 Q. Person 1, from your plan, and from your notebook, can

 7 you tell us, please, what you can recollect of that

 8 person?

 9 A. Without referring to my notes, sir -- I would hate to

10 get it wrong.

11 Q. Please refer to your notes.

12 A. Thank you. Yes, sir, person 1 was a male in a blue

13 shirt, he had damage to both legs, he had black

14 trousers.

15 Q. No, I think you're referring to -- it might be easier if

16 you go to your statement --

17 A. Yes, sir.

18 Q. -- Officer, because your statement is a compilation of

19 your notebook and the plan.

20 A. Yes, sir, it would be much clearer.

21 Q. Do you have a copy of your statement there?

22 A. I do on my chair, sir.

23 Q. I'm sure we'll allow you to get your statement:

24 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Of course.

25 A. Thank you. Sorry, my Lady.
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 1 MR KEITH: Do you have the typed version or handwritten

 2 version?

 3 A. Yes, I have a typed version.

 4 Q. If you go to the top of page 7, you'll find where the

 5 descriptions that you have recorded are noted.

 6 A. Yes, sir.

 7 Q. So person 1?

 8 A. Right, person 1, it says here I spent 1 to 2 minutes

 9 looking at each person to note their descriptions and to

10 check for myself that they were deceased.

11 Q. Yes.

12 A. Person 1, positioned top left corner of the hole, as

13 I faced it from the end of the carriage. He was folded

14 up in a narrow space of the hole -- it's a lady,

15 I touched her by lifting her wrist to check that she was

16 deceased before I noticed that she had the label on her

17 saying that she was dead.

18 Q. Was she young, of age?

19 A. She was a white young lady, 20 to 30.

20 Q. Do you recollect anything of the personal jewellery that

21 she was wearing?

22 A. Yes, she was a slim lady and she had a yellow metal ring

23 on the third finger of her left hand.

24 Q. Do you recollect the colour of her hair?

25 A. She had brown hair.
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 1 Q. Do you recollect anything of the clothes that she was

 2 wearing?

 3 A. She had a white T-shirt and was dressed for the hot

 4 weather.

 5 Q. Was she in the crater or to one side of the crater?

 6 A. She was to one side of it.

 7 Q. How big was the crater, would you say? If you go back

 8 one page, I think you'll find you give a description of

 9 the crater.

10 A. Right. The hole was about 4 feet in length one way and

11 it was slightly wider than it was long.

12 Q. From your plan that we can see here, you've identified

13 four groups of seats and the crater is located in the

14 standing area.

15 A. Yes, sir.

16 Q. We know from other evidence that the carriage is set out

17 in a way that, at the end of the carriage, towards the

18 front of the carriage, is, in fact, one set of double

19 seats rather than a bank of four seats, and then

20 a standing area, and then two sets of four seats, and

21 then a second standing area, and the crater is near the

22 second standing area.

23 Does that seem to you to be right?

24 A. Yes, sir.

25 Q. This isn't, in fact, located right at the end of the
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 1 carriage. Do you agree?

 2 A. Yes, sir.

 3 Q. Right. So that's person 1. Person 2, do you recollect

 4 whether person 2 was male or female?

 5 A. It was a male.

 6 Q. Can you say anything of his age?

 7 A. I haven't got his age down here, sir, but I do remember

 8 that he was young-looking to me, I would say. Sometimes

 9 it's very difficult to judge, especially in these

10 circumstances.

11 Q. When I say of his age, plainly, Officer, you wouldn't

12 have been in a position to ascertain his age, but he was

13 young in appearance?

14 A. Yes, sir.

15 Q. Do you recollect anything of the colour of his hair?

16 A. He had black hair.

17 Q. And of his clothing?

18 A. He had a blue checked shirt and black trousers.

19 Q. Were you able to detect anything of the nature of the

20 injuries that he suffered to his legs?

21 A. Yes, sir, he had both legs missing from the knee area

22 downwards.

23 Q. Person 3?

24 A. Yes, they were another gentleman.

25 Q. Do you recollect anything of whether he was male or
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 1 female?

 2 A. Yes, he was a male.

 3 Q. And, again, age?

 4 A. He was in his 20s. I've described him as trim build

 5 with short blond hair, shaved shorter round the back and

 6 sides and longer on top.

 7 Q. Do you recollect anything of his clothing?

 8 A. He again wore a checked shirt, larger checks than the

 9 other person, and pinstriped trousers.

10 Q. Were you able to see that, the way in which his clothes

11 were arranged around him, his underwear had become

12 partially exposed?

13 A. Yes, sir.

14 Q. Could you see the type of underwear it was?

15 A. Yes, it was Calvin Klein underwear, sir.

16 Q. Were you able to see anything of the nature of his

17 injuries?

18 A. Yes, sir, he had injuries basically to his lower legs

19 and the right side of his head.

20 Q. Person 4?

21 A. Yes.

22 Q. Male or female?

23 A. That was a gentleman and he was in a more foetal,

24 screwed-up position. His injuries were not obvious to

25 me, on my first visit. But basically --
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 1 Q. Did you get down and examine him more closely?

 2 A. Yes, sir, and he appeared to have taken the blast at the

 3 front.

 4 Q. He was very severely injured, was he not --

 5 A. Yes, sir.

 6 Q. -- to his face and skull?

 7 A. Yes, sir, he had -- the whole front part of his face was

 8 missing.

 9 Q. Were you able to see the colour of his hair?

10 A. Yes, he had black hair.

11 Q. And his clothes?

12 A. Yes, he had no trousers on, but he had blue and white

13 polka dot shorts and had looked as if he'd taken the

14 blast from the ground sort of up.

15 Q. We can see from your plan that you've noted the presence

16 of four people, 1, 2, 3 and 4 round the crater.

17 A. Yes, sir.

18 Q. Inside the crater, you've marked on the plan number 6.

19 A. Yes, sir.

20 Q. Who was number 6?

21 A. Number 6 was what I took at the time to be the centre of

22 the explosion, I took him to be the bomber.

23 Q. Obviously, and there's obviously no question about it,

24 that's quite wrong, but that was what it appeared to be?

25 A. Yes, sir.
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 1 Q. Was he inside the hole or beneath the hole?

 2 A. He was through the hole, yes, he was on the floor

 3 underneath the train.

 4 Q. From where you could see, was the debris in the hole

 5 such that the bottom of the train had been blown down on

 6 to the tracks?

 7 A. Yes.

 8 Q. So it was all intermingled with the track itself?

 9 A. Yes, sir.

10 Q. Were you able to say anything about or to see anything

11 of his age or the clothing that he was wearing?

12 A. I've said that he -- I guessed him to be about 5' 10"

13 tall, but he didn't have a full body, I'm afraid, he had

14 torso, head and basic limbs, but, again, his legs were

15 severed around the knees.

16 Q. All right. He had severe injuries also to his hands?

17 A. Yes.

18 Q. Could we enlarge, please, the map? You've told us about

19 1, 2, 3, 4 and 6.

20 A. Yes, sir.

21 Q. Do you recollect where number 5 was or who number 5 was?

22 A. Yes, sir, that's the lady that I described as being the

23 one at the front of the train that I'd seen initially on

24 my arrival.

25 Q. If we look at the left-hand side of that page, you've
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 1 attempted to draw there "location of two trains"?

 2 A. Yes, sir.

 3 Q. Do we see very faintly number 5 being a person lying on

 4 the track in front of that eastbound train?

 5 A. Yes, sir.

 6 Q. So that is the person, as you've told us, you've

 7 described earlier.

 8 Once you'd made a note or asked the officer to write

 9 down everything that you'd called out, did you then

10 leave the train?

11 A. Yes, sir.

12 Q. Did you go Paddington way or back towards Edgware Road?

13 A. Back to Edgware Road.

14 Q. Had the train cleared by then?

15 A. By the time we did the notes, yes, sir.

16 Q. Do you recollect how much time passed while you were in

17 the train?

18 A. I think it was about an hour, sir, an hour and a half.

19 Q. You've recorded in your statement how, at 10.55, you

20 passed the information from the assessment to the chief

21 inspector, Mr Dickason?

22 A. Yes, sir.

23 Q. From the other evidence that my Lady has heard, the

24 evacuation of the walking wounded had been completed

25 quite a long time before then.

61

Hearing transcripts – 22 November 2010 – Morning session

Reproduced courtesy of www.independent.gov.uk/7julyinquests

PDF print version produced & hosted by J7: The July 7th Truth Campaign - www.julyseventh.co.uk



 1 Do you have an impression that there was quite

 2 a long passage of time, quite a lot of time had elapsed,

 3 while you were taking your note of the locations of all

 4 the deceased in the second carriage after the walking

 5 wounded had been removed?

 6 A. Yes, sir, because, although the walking wounded had

 7 gone, as I say, there was this lady, Liz, who took

 8 longer to leave.

 9 Q. Was she the last to be removed, do you recall?

10 A. I think she was, yes, sir, and, yes, it probably did

11 take a while, because we tried to be very thorough and

12 go through the trains and make sure that everyone had

13 gone.

14 Q. Were there some concerns about the state of the tunnel

15 itself?

16 A. Yes, sir, I had a report that the tunnel walls, from

17 a member of staff, had cracks in them, and that they

18 were concerned about the strength of the tunnel.

19 Q. Did there come a time when a paramedic called

20 Graham Card approached you and he explained that he had

21 been asked to attend the scene to again check or

22 verify --

23 A. Yes, sir.

24 Q. -- that life was extinct in relation to the persons who

25 had died on the train?
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 1 A. Yes, sir.

 2 Q. Did that then require you to go through the train again

 3 with him?

 4 A. He was -- I gave him an account of what we'd done on the

 5 trains and he was satisfied that the inside of the

 6 trains had been checked, and we went all the way around

 7 the outside of the trains checking everywhere to make

 8 sure that we hadn't missed anybody.

 9 Q. On that second occasion, did you stop to take any

10 further details about the persons whom you had

11 originally checked?

12 A. Yes, sir, I believe I did.

13 Q. Did you take further details of the debris and the state

14 of play surrounding the train in the near vicinity of

15 the crater?

16 A. Yes, sir.

17 Q. Was it apparent that there was a considerable quantity

18 of human debris, parts of human bodies, near the

19 bombsite outside the train?

20 A. Yes, sir, there was.

21 Q. Did you and Mr Card check carefully round that area to

22 make sure there was nobody else there, firstly, alive --

23 A. Yes, sir.

24 Q. -- and, secondly, to see whether or not there were any

25 other deceased passengers in that near vicinity?
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 1 A. Yes, sir.

 2 Q. But there weren't?

 3 A. No.

 4 Q. Did you then stay at the scene for a fair period of time

 5 after that? I think due to a shortage of other officers

 6 being able to attend other scenes, you stayed there.

 7 A. Yes, sir.

 8 Q. By the time you left, which I think was in the evening,

 9 structural supports were being put into the tunnel to

10 allow closer examination of the train and all the

11 surrounding features?

12 A. Yes, sir, just to make it completely safe.

13 MR KEITH: Thank you, Mr Potter. Will you stay there,

14 because there may be some further questions for you?

15 A. Yes.

16 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Ms Gallagher?

17 Questions by MS GALLAGHER

18 MS GALLAGHER: Mr Potter, I represent four of the bereaved

19 families and I've got some questions for you on their

20 behalf.

21 Could I just start by asking you a number of

22 questions about the bodies that you saw and your very

23 helpful graph?

24 You say in your statement, which you made much

25 closer to the time, in July 2005, that, when you were in
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 1 the bombed carriage, you spent one to two minutes

 2 checking all the deceased to check that they were dead.

 3 A. Yes.

 4 Q. Did you check each of those six persons whom you've

 5 described?

 6 A. Yes, I did.

 7 Q. What did the check involve?

 8 A. The first one I took hold of and did a pulse check

 9 before I found the label saying that she was dead,

10 I checked all the others and they all had labels saying

11 that they were dead and had been checked by medical

12 staff.

13 Q. If we could have that graph back again, [INQ8708-2] , could

14 I just start with person 2?

15 A. Yes.

16 Q. Do you recall if anything was covering his body when you

17 saw him?

18 A. No, there wasn't.

19 Q. Then person 3?

20 A. No, there was nothing covering them.

21 Q. Could you assist us a little more with person 3's

22 location?

23 A. Yes.

24 Q. Was he lying in front of those seats or was he more in

25 the doorwell? You have him at the corner of the seats
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 1 and the doorwell.

 2 A. Basically, I've described him as pushed into the bottom

 3 of the chairs away from the hole, so sort of wrapped

 4 around the corner of the chairs, really.

 5 Q. That's very helpful. Person 4, can you recall anything

 6 of that person's age?

 7 A. I can only recall that they all seemed young, but not

 8 more, I'm afraid.

 9 Q. You've described, both in your statement and today, how

10 he had no trousers.

11 A. No.

12 Q. It may be, Mr Potter, that you aren't sure of this, do

13 you know if he had any trouser remnants, could it be

14 that he had the remains of trousers placed around his

15 waist or can you not say?

16 A. I think I would have recorded that if I had said he had

17 ripped trousers, but, no, I don't think he had any.

18 Q. Again, can you assist us a little more with his precise

19 location? Because, again, he's on the corner of the

20 bank of seats and the doorwell. Do you recall anything

21 further about where exactly he was?

22 A. I've basically said that he was opposite person number 1

23 and he was in a foetal position on one side.

24 Q. When you say he was opposite person 1, that would

25 suggest he was more in the doorwell, would it? Because
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 1 you've got person 1 in the door alongside the glass

 2 partition, where the glass partition should be.

 3 A. Yes, so all sort of surrounding the hole in that space,

 4 yes.

 5 Q. Thanks very much, Mr Potter. Now, you've dealt earlier

 6 with your move to the station itself, to the station

 7 that had the bombed train, and I'm not going to ask you

 8 anything about the timing, because it seems pretty clear

 9 that your estimate today of 9.40 is more accurate than

10 your earlier statement of 9.15.

11 A. Yes.

12 Q. You thought that the move between stations on foot took

13 you, you said, less than 5 minutes. Do you have your

14 statement in front of you?

15 A. Yes.

16 Q. There's a reference in your statement to you

17 conducting -- it's on page 2, about halfway down the

18 page -- to conducting a check of cars while you were

19 en route between the stations.

20 A. I wouldn't call it a check of cars. I would call it

21 being very aware, as I went through. When you go to an

22 incident like this, you just become much more aware. So

23 I wasn't searching the cars. I was just looking for

24 anything that seemed out of place.

25 Q. Certainly. So when you say:
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 1 "I was aware of a risk from secondary devices.

 2 I made a cursory check of these cars, looking for

 3 anything obvious such as items placed inside, steering

 4 locks broken ..."

 5 Were you looking through windows when you were doing

 6 that?

 7 A. As I was walking past the cars, I'm just making a note

 8 of them.

 9 Q. You think the five-minute estimate moving between the

10 two stations includes you doing that cursory check?

11 That didn't slow you down?

12 A. Oh, yes, just as I'm just going along.

13 Q. Again, Officer, just with reference to your statement,

14 it's on page 3, and it's a little more than halfway down

15 the page, if it assists, in large type, you should see

16 about two-thirds of the way down the page:

17 "London Underground staff" and it's just above that.

18 What it says, Mr Potter, is:

19 "The tunnel was dark and smoky from the moment

20 I entered it. It took four to five minutes to reach

21 trains ahead of us stationary in the tunnel."

22 A. Yes.

23 Q. Are you saying there, Mr Potter, that it took you four

24 to five minutes from the platform to reach the trains?

25 A. Probably, yes.
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 1 Q. Why did it take that length of time?

 2 A. I think it's how far it was.

 3 Q. Just above that, again, in your statement, you describe

 4 when you are making your way to the train seeing a male

 5 in a black jumpsuit with a tag saying "SO13" on his arm?

 6 A. Yes.

 7 Q. You say:

 8 "He had with him a King Charles spaniel-type dog.

 9 The handler and dog came with us into the tunnel

10 commenting on the fact that he'd forgotten his blast

11 protection kit."

12 Do you recall that?

13 A. Yes, I do.

14 Q. Then over the page, Mr Potter -- it's about the same

15 position on page 3 -- you describe meeting with the

16 Metropolitan Police sergeant, DM15, and speaking with

17 him.

18 A. Yes.

19 Q. What you then say in your statement is:

20 "It was decided that his officers would carry on

21 doing what they were doing."

22 Do you recall, Mr Potter, who made that decision?

23 A. Me.

24 Q. I was going to ask you if you were directing operations

25 at this time.
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 1 A. No, basically I'd come on to the train and, as

 2 a Metropolitan Police sergeant, he was quite pleased to

 3 see a BTP sergeant, and clearly we had -- I just said,

 4 "Look, your guys are doing a great job, keep going with

 5 what you're doing".

 6 Q. At the time when you spoke to DM15 and you decided that

 7 his officers should carry on doing what they were doing,

 8 who did you understand was directing on the scene at the

 9 time, who was in control on the scene at the time?

10 A. I don't think I even considered that at that point.

11 Q. There's just one final issue which I want to deal with.

12 Throughout your statement -- you'll see the references

13 here -- you raise a number of concerns about lighting,

14 so you say there was a real lack of torches, you say

15 there was no lighting on the bombed train when you were

16 there, you say that the carriages you were in were dark

17 and paramedics were working in the dark.

18 A. Yes.

19 Q. Do you recall that?

20 A. Yes, I do.

21 Q. The reason I'm asking you is that there's other evidence

22 before us which suggests that there is lighting at

23 a later stage coming from London Fire Brigade, we

24 believe.

25 A. Yes.
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 1 Q. In your statement, there are some references to you

 2 seeing London Fire Brigade staff up at station level.

 3 A. Yes.

 4 Q. Then there are some slightly confusing references when

 5 you get down to the trains, because you say on a number

 6 of occasions definitively that you couldn't see any

 7 London Fire Brigade officers, but then later you refer

 8 to two fire personnel and, indeed, when Mr Keith

 9 mentioned that today, you said "Oh, they must have been

10 there if I said that".

11 A. Yes.

12 Q. Could I just take you -- it's page 4 of your statement,

13 it's just below the reference to DM15 which we were

14 speaking about a moment ago, and you say:

15 "On walking into the first carriages it was a very

16 tight, crowded scene. There were a number of people

17 being treated. There were no London Fire Brigade

18 officers, but there were ambulance personnel together

19 with two Metropolitan Police officers."

20 A. Yes.

21 Q. Then you go on to say there was a real lack of torches,

22 paramedics were dealing with two trapped people and so

23 on.

24 A. Yes.

25 Q. But then, three lines from the bottom on that page, you
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 1 say that in the second carriage you recall there being

 2 three to four paramedics and two fire personnel.

 3 A. Yes.

 4 Q. Could you just assist us: are you sure that you saw two

 5 fire personnel in the second carriage at that time?

 6 A. Yes, my initial -- when I turned up, I couldn't see them

 7 because they were in the second carriage, clearly.

 8 MS GALLAGHER: I've nothing further, thank you very much.

 9 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Mr Saunders?

10 Questions by MR SAUNDERS

11 MR SAUNDERS: Can we please have up [INQ10282-9] ?

12 Can I just ask you, Mr Potter, whether you've seen

13 this before?

14 A. No, sir, I haven't.

15 Q. All right. This is a plan that we've been using

16 throughout this part of the inquest. To help orientate

17 yourself, the direction of travel is towards the left,

18 so carriage number 1 is on the left-hand side.

19 A. Yes, sir.

20 Q. Carriage 3 is behind on the right. The X marks the

21 position we believe to be the site of the explosion.

22 A. Yes, sir.

23 Q. All right. I represent, for these purposes, the family

24 of Laura Webb, who is the only female inside the

25 carriage that dies that day.

72

Hearing transcripts – 22 November 2010 – Morning session

Reproduced courtesy of www.independent.gov.uk/7julyinquests

PDF print version produced & hosted by J7: The July 7th Truth Campaign - www.julyseventh.co.uk



 1 A. Yes, sir.

 2 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Mr Saunders, is your microphone on?

 3 MR SAUNDERS: Thank you very much, my Lady.

 4 So I'm going to ask you questions about Laura Webb,

 5 I've orientated you now with the plan. She obviously is

 6 person number 1 that you've read out.

 7 A. Yes, sir.

 8 Q. So that you understand, this is obviously as best as the

 9 Metropolitan Police could achieve with a number of the

10 statements, yours being one. All right?

11 A. Yes, sir.

12 Q. But her Ladyship has heard evidence that, as far as

13 Laura is concerned, her head is up towards what we've

14 been referring to as D1 --

15 A. Right, sir.

16 Q. -- and that that's where she has been seen by a large

17 number of witnesses, some of whom tried to assist her

18 immediately after the explosion.

19 A. Right, that's not my recollection. That's not the notes

20 I made at the time, sir.

21 Q. I appreciate it's not your recollection. Obviously

22 things have happened since, because, since those

23 survivors have left, there is a label that's been placed

24 on --

25 A. Yes, sir.
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 1 Q. -- Laura. You place her slightly further towards the

 2 seat of the explosion, don't you?

 3 A. Yes, I do.

 4 Q. Does it help now, seeing that, that it may be a little

 5 further away, bearing in mind the awful circumstances

 6 you were trying to take your notes?

 7 A. No, sir. My honest recollection is that they were all

 8 directly around the hole and I was amazed that they all

 9 fitted there. I remember that quite clearly.

10 Q. You needn't stress that it's your honest recollection.

11 Everybody understands, Mr Potter, you're doing your

12 best.

13 A. Yes.

14 Q. But it appears that most of the other witnesses have her

15 further towards that door.

16 A. I can't comment, then.

17 MR SAUNDERS: All right. Thank you very much, my Lady.

18 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Any other questions? Ms Boyd?

19 Questions by MS BOYD

20 MS BOYD: Thank you, Officer. You, in response to questions

21 by Ms Gallagher, were asked about the presence of the

22 London Fire Brigade.

23 A. Yes.

24 Q. You clarified that, as you made your way into carriage 2

25 from carriage 1, you saw a number of paramedics and two
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 1 firefighters within the carriage.

 2 A. Yes.

 3 Q. Are you able to confirm or, indeed, whether you saw

 4 other firefighters outside the carriage dealing with

 5 equipment and stretcher bearing?

 6 A. I believe they were setting up lighting.

 7 Q. So there were other firefighters --

 8 A. I do recall there were other fire officers there, yes.

 9 MS BOYD: Thank you very much.

10 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Any other questions? Yes, Mr Dixey?

11 Questions by MR DIXEY

12 MR DIXEY: Officer, just one matter, if I may. You were

13 taken a little earlier on to your statement and referred

14 to Metropolitan Police Sergeant DM15.

15 A. Yes, sir.

16 Q. We know that to be Police Sergeant Christopher Brown,

17 and you said that it was decided his officers would

18 carry on with what they were doing.

19 Do we take it from that that there was a discussion

20 as to your respective roles and responsibilities and it

21 was decided that he was to simply carry on with what his

22 officers were up to?

23 A. Yes, sir.

24 Q. Is it correct that -- well, possibly you can assist. Do

25 you recall how many officers there were with him at that
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 1 time?

 2 A. I don't recall. I know there were a number of

 3 Metropolitan Police officers there. He had much more

 4 officers than me.

 5 Q. I think we know from his statement that there were at

 6 least six officers with him, and shortly after,

 7 I believe, your arrival, six others joined.

 8 A. Yes.

 9 Q. Is it correct that they were assisting with casualties

10 and bearing stretchers?

11 A. Yes, they were.

12 MR DIXEY: I'm grateful, thank you.

13 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Mr Gibbs?

14 Questions by MR GIBBS

15 MR GIBBS: Could you just give us one extra detail, please,

16 Officer? I think looking at your statement that what

17 first took you to the Bakerloo Line Edgware Road station

18 was the presence of the fire engine outside it?

19 A. Yes, it was, sir.

20 Q. That you made sure that that station was closed down

21 before you left it?

22 A. Yes.

23 Q. I think you were able to say in your statement that one

24 of the concerns you had was that there might be some

25 Underground connection between the two Edgware Road
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 1 stations?

 2 A. Yes, sir, they are very, very close together and

 3 I thought the tunnels joined.

 4 Q. You were a constable that day, I think?

 5 A. Yes, sir.

 6 Q. But you were acting as a sergeant because your sergeant

 7 was away?

 8 A. Yes, sir.

 9 Q. You were an experienced constable?

10 A. Yes, sir.

11 Q. To this extent, that I think you had spent some time in

12 Hertfordshire police, hadn't you?

13 A. Yes, sir.

14 Q. And you'd been at the Hatfield rail crash?

15 A. Yes, sir.

16 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Thank you. Any other questions for

17 Mr Potter?

18 Thank you very much, Mr Potter. We're very

19 fortunate there are officers like you prepared to do

20 such a desperately sad and horrid job. Your notes have

21 been extremely helpful to us all and thank you for

22 everything you did.

23 A. Thank you, my Lady.

24 MR KEITH: My Lady, your Secretariat have been able to track

25 down, no doubt with the help of his legal team, Mr Baker
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 1 from London Ambulance Service. He will be here at

 2 quarter to, but will require a few moments with his

 3 counsel. So would my Lady consider adjourning until

 4 12.00?

 5 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Certainly, 12.00, please.

 6 (11.30 am)

 7 (A short break)

 8 (12.15 pm)

 9 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Mr Hay?

10 MR HAY: My Lady, may I invite you to call Graeme Baker,

11 please?

12 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Mr Baker, have we rushed you here

13 rather earlier than expected? If so, I'm sorry.

14 THE WITNESS: No, it's fine, my Lady.

15 MR GRAEME JOHN BAKER (sworn)

16 Questions by MR HAY

17 MR HAY: Good afternoon. Mr Baker, can you give your full

18 name to the courts, please?

19 A. It's Graeme John Baker.

20 Q. Mr Baker, in 2005, you were, and by the uniform, still

21 are, a paramedic with the London Ambulance Service?

22 A. I was.

23 Q. When did you join the London Ambulance Service?

24 A. In March 1999.

25 Q. Prior to that, what did you do?
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 1 A. I was in the London Fire Brigade.

 2 Q. How long were you in the Fire Brigade for?

 3 A. Ten years.

 4 Q. You were based at St John's Wood ambulance station?

 5 A. That's correct.

 6 Q. On 7 July, you were crewed with Nicholas Mars?

 7 A. That's correct.

 8 Q. Your call sign was Echo 205?

 9 A. Yes.

10 Q. You mention in your statement that you were on standby

11 that morning. What does that mean?

12 A. I believe we were on the station awaiting any call that

13 came in. We are either on the station or we are out

14 mobile awaiting calls, but we were on the station that

15 morning.

16 Q. So standby means you're next in line for any emergency

17 call which comes in?

18 A. We were next in line, yes, on the station, yes.

19 Q. May we have up on the screen, please, [LAS565-6]?

20 If we could zoom in, and there, just below the

21 cross, we can see 09.09.39, perhaps if we could

22 highlight that, please, we can see your call sign

23 Echo 205:

24 "Despatched to CAD Edgware Road station."

25 What do you recollect of the call sending you to
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 1 Edgware Road station? What did it tell you?

 2 A. I believe it was something about a power surge or

 3 something like that, "Please investigate", that was

 4 pretty much what it said. It was something along those

 5 lines, but I don't recall exactly.

 6 Q. Looking at your statement, which is dated

 7 5 November 2005, you say this:

 8 "The information of the emergency call was to

 9 Edgware Road Tube station, Circle Line, in

10 Chapel Street. The information also contained sound of

11 loud bang (explosion) and we were to investigate."

12 Does that jog your memory at all?

13 A. Yes, but on the screen, there's several different

14 headings that come up, and -- there's a main incident,

15 then there's a determinant, and it breaks it down, and

16 the details were something to do with a loud bang, power

17 surge, something like that. I can't remember exactly,

18 but at the very top it probably said "explosion", but,

19 you know, I can't remember exactly.

20 Q. You've mentioned power surge. Are you sure that power

21 surge was mentioned at that time or is that something

22 which you may have heard later?

23 A. I can't remember exactly, but I thought it was on the

24 screen.

25 Q. You go on in your statement to say:
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 1 "It is not unusual to receive such a vague call."

 2 Does that mean you didn't think there was a lot of

 3 detail in terms of what you were going to expect and

 4 what you were going to?

 5 A. We didn't have any idea what to expect.

 6 Q. May we have up on the screen, please, [INQ10483-2], [INQ10483-3]?

 7 Mr Baker, this is a document you won't have seen before

 8 but it's a schedule of telephone calls between the NCC,

 9 the London Underground Network Control Centre, and

10 various stations. I just wanted to have a look at this

11 with you.

12 We can see that the left-hand column, just so you

13 know, is the time the call was received and then the

14 second column is the time the call ended.

15 Looking at 08.59.17, which is the second row from

16 the top, there's a call there from the group station

17 manager at Edgware Road contacting the Network Control

18 Centre mentioning a train had hit the tunnel wall going

19 towards the Praed Street junction. Is it right that's

20 something you weren't told of when you received the

21 initial call?

22 A. No, this is the first I've ever seen of anything like

23 this.

24 Q. Then the second row from the bottom, 09.03.56, a call is

25 made and received:
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 1 "Group station manager at Edgware Road,

 2 Steve Gozka ... confirming there is definitely one

 3 person under the train and queries whether it is

 4 a terrorist incident."

 5 Again, something you weren't made aware of when you

 6 had your initial call?

 7 A. No.

 8 Q. Then 09.06.39, call made and call finished at 09.07.27:

 9 "Group station manager at Edgware Road, Steve Gozka,

10 contacts the NCC and informs them that 'something has

11 gone badly wrong' and that the London Ambulance Service

12 need to be made aware it is a 'big incident'."

13 This is all before you were dispatched. Again, the

14 suggestion that it was either terrorist-related or a big

15 incident, neither of those made their way through to

16 you?

17 A. No, none of this made its way to us.

18 Q. The St John's Wood ambulance station is very close to

19 Edgware Road station, isn't it?

20 A. Yes, probably half a mile, if that, yes.

21 Q. All you have to contend with is the heavy traffic on the

22 Edgware Road?

23 A. Yes.

24 Q. If we look at the -- if we could have up on the screen

25 [LAS565-7], and then 09.13.51 right at the bottom, we can
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 1 see there your call sign Echo 205:

 2 "Status updated to red at scene Edgware Road

 3 station."

 4 So that gives us an indication of the likely time at

 5 which you arrived. Is that correct?

 6 A. That's correct.

 7 Q. When you arrived, do you recall seeing any other

 8 emergency services there?

 9 A. No, we didn't see anybody at all.

10 Q. There is a suggestion from Mr Corbin -- he is

11 a London Underground employee -- that he had flagged

12 down an ambulance earlier, at about 09.05, which may

13 have been on its way to King's Cross, he believes. But

14 you don't recollect any ambulance being there other than

15 yours at the time you arrived?

16 A. No, we didn't see anybody at all.

17 Q. Did you ever see a private ambulance there perhaps?

18 A. No, no.

19 Q. When you arrived, what did you do?

20 A. We obviously booked red at scene, got out, and the first

21 thing we noticed was that the doors to the Underground

22 were closed, which is obviously unusual at that time of

23 the morning. Because we were parked so close to the

24 doors, we started to make our way towards them and one

25 of the chaps from the Underground was there. He opened
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 1 the doors and we were confronted with quite a lot of

 2 people sat down either side, in the foyer there.

 3 Q. Just a pausing there, when you say "we", did both you

 4 and Mr Mars leave the ambulance at that point or was it

 5 just you?

 6 A. We both got out because we were just going to

 7 investigate, as far as we were concerned, just some

 8 event that was happening, so we didn't have any idea

 9 what it was. So we both got out. But obviously, we

10 were parked very close to the doors and, when we were

11 inside, when we opened the doors and all these people

12 were there, we obviously knew then there was something

13 wrong.

14 Q. You mention a London Underground employee. What, if

15 anything, did they say to you about what had happened?

16 A. Well, we went back, Nick went back to the ambulance and

17 he did a report, as far as I'm aware, at that time, but

18 then I stopped to speak to a few people that were in the

19 foyer and I remember one lady with burns to her face.

20 I stopped to chat to her a moment, gave her some oxygen,

21 and then the Underground man said to me, he says, "Can

22 you come down to the train?", he says, "Because there's

23 a lot of people injured down there and all these people

24 have managed to walk up, so we need you downstairs".

25 At that point, I explained to the people in the
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 1 foyer that other crews were on their way and that we

 2 would be making our way downstairs and we followed the

 3 Underground employee.

 4 Q. Just going back a step, looking at your witness

 5 statement, it appeared to be there were two stages.

 6 There was an initial stage when you first went into the

 7 station and there was a London Underground employee who

 8 opens the door, as it were, and you see passengers

 9 waiting in the foyer.

10 A. Mm-hmm.

11 Q. It then appears from your statement that you then went

12 back, spoke to Mr Mars, and then returned to the foyer

13 when a London Underground employee then says to you,

14 "There are more seriously injured people downstairs".

15 A. Okay, right, well I don't recall exactly --

16 Q. You don't recall that?

17 A. -- the order it went in, but I know that was -- you

18 know, the gist of what happened was that.

19 Q. What you say in your witness statement regarding the

20 first time you saw a London Underground employee was

21 this:

22 "The thing that I did think was strange was that the

23 gates were shut. A member of staff in Underground

24 uniform was waiting for us. He did not say anything.

25 He looked quite shocked and was standing still."
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 1 Does that jog your memory at all?

 2 A. Okay, well, that's more likely to be exactly, because

 3 that's a few months after the event, so that would be --

 4 my recollection would be better then.

 5 Q. You've mentioned seeing people with injuries and a lady

 6 with facial burns.

 7 A. Yes.

 8 Q. I think you now know who that lady was, is that correct?

 9 A. A lady called Davinia, I think, I've seen her on the --

10 Q. Davinia Turrell?

11 A. Yes, I've seen her on several photos, yes.

12 Q. You've mentioned that Mr Mars radioed to Control and,

13 when he gives his evidence, we'll look at what he told

14 Control at that point.

15 As the first ambulance on the scene, is it right

16 that you had a specific role?

17 A. Yes, there's a major incident role, if you know it's

18 a major incident. So at that time, we were still trying

19 to ascertain what had happened, and really, until we

20 went downstairs, although we knew we needed more

21 ambulances and we needed to give a report for that, we

22 still didn't know what had actually gone on, so -- until

23 we went downstairs, and then we didn't really realise it

24 was a bomb.

25 Q. So, on arrival -- and you said from the initial message
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 1 that you received there may have been an explosion, and

 2 you've mentioned the possibility of a power surge --

 3 when you arrived at the scene in the foyer, you see

 4 a number of people, one lady in particular with burns to

 5 her face. But at that point -- going back a step, you

 6 were also told that there were more seriously injured

 7 people downstairs, but at that point, it wasn't clear to

 8 you that it was a major incident?

 9 A. It was clear -- I didn't say it wasn't clear it was

10 a major incident, I'm saying there were several --

11 obviously several casualties, but we weren't too sure

12 how they'd sustained these injuries and what it was. It

13 was clear from the amount of casualties that it was

14 a major incident.

15 Q. You've mentioned the London Underground employee tells

16 you there are more seriously injured people on the train

17 or towards the tracks. When you went down, did you go

18 down initially to conduct triage or did you go down to

19 treat?

20 A. There was two of us, and myself and Nick together, we

21 followed the Underground employee down, he led us down

22 where to go, and I came across someone who was very

23 seriously injured and --

24 Q. I'm going to come on to that person.

25 A. Okay.
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 1 Q. When you went down to the train towards the tracks, when

 2 you went down the stairs -- and I think you come to

 3 platforms 3 and 4 -- do you remember, when you came down

 4 the stairs, whether or not you turned left or turned

 5 right?

 6 The reason why I'm asking is there's CCTV footage

 7 which we've recently received which shows ambulance

 8 staff going to the left as they come down the stairs

 9 rather than to the right. I was wondering if you

10 remember which way you turned?

11 A. I don't remember. We followed the Underground employee

12 because he knew where he was going, and we just followed

13 him.

14 Q. As you made your way towards the tracks, did anyone tell

15 you anything about the traction current?

16 A. I had already checked that with one of the employees,

17 that it was off, so we knew it was off.

18 Q. Had you checked that as you were going down the stairs

19 or --

20 A. I had spoken to him going down the stairs.

21 Q. When you walked towards the two trains, which we know

22 were in the tunnel, what did you hear or see?

23 A. Well, it was obviously quite dark, and we were towards

24 the tunnel wall. What I do recall is it was reasonably

25 quiet, there were a lot of people walking by, but it was
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 1 quite quiet down there. There was no screaming,

 2 shouting, just people filing out.

 3 Q. The people who were walking by, was it apparent from

 4 their condition that there had been a significant

 5 incident on the train?

 6 A. Well, there had obviously been some incident. Whether

 7 it had been a fire that had hit the tunnel wall, as

 8 suggested by that transcript you showed, or an

 9 explosion, we didn't know. It was obviously something

10 had happened to the train.

11 Q. You've mentioned walking towards the tunnel wall side.

12 Was that to the left of the tunnel as you're approaching

13 it or to the right?

14 A. It's to the left.

15 Q. Were you directed to anyone in particular?

16 A. I don't recall being directed to anyone, but I just

17 remember coming across Danny Biddle and that was -- it

18 was at that point that Nick and I -- Nick carried on

19 into the train to carry on a more triage role and

20 I stopped to treat.

21 Q. You've mentioned Danny Biddle, whom obviously we've

22 heard evidence from and heard much about the significant

23 injuries he sustained. Are you able to say what

24 condition he was in at that point? Was he conscious,

25 unconscious?
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 1 A. He was conscious and talking.

 2 Q. What did he say to you had happened?

 3 A. I can't recall if he actually said anything, what had

 4 happened at all.

 5 Q. In your witness statement -- again, this might jog your

 6 memory -- you said:

 7 "The male was conscious. He told me his name was

 8 Danny Biddle. He had been on the train and had been

 9 blown out of the moving train by an explosion. He had

10 hit the tunnel wall and then found himself on the

11 track."

12 A. Okay.

13 Q. Does that sound correct to you?

14 A. If it's in there, then, yes, that will have been what he

15 said.

16 Q. When you heard that, did that then strike you as this

17 must be a major incident?

18 A. Well, that had already been decided by then because, as

19 we were about to go down, one of our manager's officers

20 turned up and that had already been declared a major

21 incident.

22 Q. Is that Mr Swan?

23 A. Mr Swan, yes.

24 Q. I think we know from other records that he informed

25 Control about 09.29 that it was a major incident, but
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 1 it's possible that he notified people on the scene

 2 earlier that it was a major incident and from other

 3 records that appears to be about 09.24 perhaps.

 4 A. I don't know, I didn't talk to him personally.

 5 Q. You didn't talk to him, but as far as you were aware, he

 6 was dealing with the matter?

 7 A. He was the manager in charge, yes.

 8 Q. Who else was with Mr Biddle when you found him?

 9 A. Again, I don't know their names, but there was a chap

10 that had put some tourniquets round his legs, I think he

11 was a South African guy, and there was a -- the driver

12 from the other train, I think he might have been around

13 as well.

14 Q. Do you remember a London Underground employee being

15 there?

16 A. I think so. I think he was a driver from the other

17 train.

18 Q. The London Underground employee, was he holding a torch?

19 A. A London Underground employee was holding a torch

20 definitely, I don't know which one he was.

21 Q. The person who had tied the tourniquets, I think we know

22 him to be Adrian Heili?

23 A. That's him.

24 Q. In your assessment -- I know it's difficult -- but those

25 tourniquets, had they contributed significantly towards
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 1 saving Mr Biddle's life?

 2 A. That's quite a difficult question. Because of the

 3 severity of his injuries, he had probably already bled

 4 out a great deal of his circulating volume, so I don't

 5 know, I'm sure they helped but I couldn't tell you to

 6 what extent.

 7 Q. You then started to treat Mr Biddle. What did you do

 8 for him?

 9 A. He required oxygen which he didn't particularly like,

10 but the main thing he needed was his circulating volume

11 to be replaced, and that was the only thing that would

12 stop him going into cardiac arrest.

13 Q. How did you do that?

14 A. Intravenous access and then just bags of fluid.

15 Q. Did you have sufficient equipment with you to provide

16 him with the treatment you wanted?

17 A. We had plenty of fluid. Possibly the only thing that

18 was not adequate was the analgesia used at the time,

19 but, you know, that was what was available, so that was

20 what I had to use.

21 Q. When you say it wasn't adequate, was it not strong

22 enough or --

23 A. Not strong enough, but -- which has now changed.

24 Q. What analgesia did you have with you at the time?

25 A. We only had intravenous tramadol.
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 1 Q. What's that now changed to?

 2 A. We have morphine.

 3 Q. To evacuate Mr Biddle, clearly you needed a stretcher.

 4 A. Yes.

 5 Q. How easy was it to communicate what you needed for

 6 Mr Biddle between yourself treating him by the tunnel

 7 wall and by those who were at the station level?

 8 A. Well, there was quite a lot of colleagues around when we

 9 were ready to move, and one of them just said, "Shall

10 I go and get the scoop stretcher?", and away he went and

11 came down with it. So it was fine in that respect.

12 Q. But you are reliant upon runners?

13 A. Yes.

14 Q. Did you have with you a radio yourself?

15 A. No, there were no radios on that, and they wouldn't --

16 didn't work underground, the type we had then, anyway.

17 Q. Do you now have radios, a handheld radio you can take

18 with you?

19 A. Yes, yes.

20 Q. Does that now work underground?

21 A. I haven't been in the position where I've needed to use

22 it underground, but I believe it does.

23 Q. I see. The stretcher came down. I think you went with

24 Mr Biddle to St Mary's.

25 A. That's right.

93

Hearing transcripts – 22 November 2010 – Morning session

Reproduced courtesy of www.independent.gov.uk/7julyinquests

PDF print version produced & hosted by J7: The July 7th Truth Campaign - www.julyseventh.co.uk



 1 Q. Once you had been to St Mary's, is it right you then

 2 returned back to Edgware Road?

 3 A. That's correct, yes.

 4 Q. When you got to Edgware Road, did you go to the

 5 Marks & Spencers?

 6 A. No, I went back to the entrance to the station and

 7 assisted any of my colleagues with whatever I could do

 8 that they needed doing.

 9 Q. At that point, was there sufficient resources,

10 equipment, to deal with the number of casualties?

11 A. I believe so, yes.

12 Q. I think you then went to Russell Square?

13 A. Yes, we got sent there, yes.

14 Q. Do you recall whom you went with?

15 A. A chap who has since left the London Ambulance Service

16 called Larry Ward.

17 Q. Did you treat anyone at Russell Square?

18 A. No, we took two ladies to the tea room at Great Ormond

19 Street.

20 Q. When you say the tea room, is that because they had

21 minor injuries?

22 A. That's where they just had someone to sit with them.

23 They had no injuries. They were just shaken up and they

24 had someone to sit with them and -- you know, until they

25 were ready to go home.
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 1 Q. They needed a sweet cup of tea?

 2 A. Exactly.

 3 Q. After the incident, did you attend Millwall for

 4 a debrief session?

 5 A. We went there, but when we got there, it had finished,

 6 so we just came back.

 7 Q. But we know that you completed a feedback form, and if

 8 we could have up on the screen, please, LAS228, and then

 9 the second page of that [LAS228-2], first of all, Mr Baker, do you

10 remember when you completed this form approximately?

11 A. No.

12 Q. Was it shortly after the incident?

13 A. I honestly don't know.

14 Q. If we could focus in on the top half of the page,

15 please, there we can see a number of questions

16 underlined. The first is:

17 "Do you have the LAS major incident action cards?"

18 You have circled "Yes". Can you just explain to us

19 what those are?

20 A. Just give me a moment, please. No, I'm not quite sure

21 what you mean by these, and ...

22 Q. By the major incident action cards? We can come back to

23 that, if necessary. The next question:

24 "Have you attended an LAS major incident training

25 session?"
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 1 You've circled "No".

 2 Given that you were a fireman for ten years and

 3 a paramedic for six years prior to this incident, do you

 4 feel you had sufficient training to deal with the

 5 situation which confronted you?

 6 A. Yes.

 7 Q. You've mentioned already the LAS major incident plan,

 8 and that's something which clearly you were aware of in

 9 any event?

10 A. Yes.

11 Q. If we could go down the page, please, you then go on to

12 say that you:

13 "... quickly established that there had been some

14 sort of explosion and that the casualty number was

15 significant.

16 "[You reported] to Control and requested a minimum

17 of eight further ambulances (though never did get

18 eight)."

19 We know from other documents that actually nine

20 ambulances attended Edgware Road, which I understand you

21 wouldn't be aware of at the time, and I think two

22 Fast Response Units, but does that statement there

23 suggest that you didn't feel there were sufficient

24 resources to deal with the situation which confronted

25 you?
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 1 A. No, I thought there were enough resources. I personally

 2 didn't ever see eight ambulances there. I mean, if you

 3 said there were nine, there were nine, but I didn't see

 4 that many.

 5 Q. That's presumably because you're down in the tunnel,

 6 ambulances are going backwards and forwards to hospital,

 7 it's hard to work out how many are there at one time?

 8 A. Probably, yes.

 9 Q. If we could turn over the page, please, looking at the

10 second question:

11 "Did you feel supported/have leadership from the

12 Command structure officers?"

13 You circled "No" and you've written:

14 "We were down in the tunnel and saw only one team

15 leader until we went up with a patient for removal."

16 Again, that seemed to indicate a degree of

17 frustration on your part about the Command structure and

18 the way in which it works at a major incident. Is that

19 correct?

20 A. Well, the Ambulance Service has team leaders and,

21 considering there's quite a few at our station, only one

22 turned up and was in the tunnel with us, so I thought

23 there could have been a few more.

24 Q. The other team leaders at your station, St John's Wood,

25 do you know whether or not they were deployed to other
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 1 incidents?

 2 A. I don't know.

 3 Q. You then go on to deal with equipment and you mentioned:

 4 "One oxygen cylinder failed."

 5 The lack of analgesias, which we've touched upon.

 6 "No comms between crews - had to shout."

 7 Does that relate to having to communicate for

 8 equipment from upstairs to come down?

 9 A. Yes, there was a lot of talking to each other and

10 shouting a little bit, which went fine because we all

11 knew each other, so it went fine.

12 Q. Then if we could go down the page, please, in summary,

13 you've put in:

14 "Need comms systems", which you've mentioned has

15 been dealt with.

16 "Need better analgesia", which you've mentioned, has

17 been dealt with.

18 "Need correct fluids."

19 Can you explain what that means?

20 A. There's two types of fluid. There's Hartmann's, which

21 is better in trauma than normal saline and we only carry

22 normal saline and not Hartmann's.

23 Q. Do you now have Hartmann's?

24 A. No.

25 Q. Why is Hartmann's better?
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 1 A. In layman's terms, it contains bits, particles, so it's

 2 just better in trauma than just -- normal saline is just

 3 water, basically, with near enough -- not 100 per cent

 4 water, but near enough 100 per cent water. It's very

 5 good as fluid, but Hartmann's just contains, you know,

 6 extra particles which helps in trauma.

 7 Q. Then:

 8 "When requesting further resources, why didn't we

 9 get them?"

10 That appears to relate to the number of ambulances,

11 but when I asked you earlier, you seemed to feel that

12 there were sufficient resources to deal with the

13 situation.

14 A. Well, you did say to me, when I got back from St Mary's,

15 did I feel there was enough then --

16 Q. Indeed.

17 A. -- and there were enough then, but when we initially

18 requested so many ambulances, then Control were a bit

19 slow at sending them, and we know full well that

20 a couple of neighbouring stations, they weren't used at

21 all and they could have been.

22 Q. Which were the neighbouring stations which weren't used

23 at all?

24 A. Willesden is a neighbouring station, located a few miles

25 away, but they didn't come on the incident at all.
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 1 Q. Which was the other station? You said there were

 2 a couple.

 3 A. Park Royal is another one that's not that far away.

 4 Q. So from your perspective, there may have been an initial

 5 delay between getting ambulances to the scene, but once

 6 some time had passed, there were sufficient resources

 7 available to deal with the large number of walking

 8 wounded. Would that be fair?

 9 A. Well, I don't know about the walking wounded, I didn't

10 have anything to do with them at all. Most of my time

11 was spent with Mr Biddle and then I came back and

12 I didn't have anything to do with the triage system in

13 the hotel or Marks & Spencers, and I don't know how they

14 arranged removal of them at all.

15 MR HAY: Mr Baker, thank you very much. I have no more

16 questions for you, but others might.

17 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Ms Gallagher?

18 Questions by MS GALLAGHER

19 MS GALLAGHER: My Lady, particularly in the light of some of

20 the responses which have just been given, I'm going to

21 make reference to two documents which I believe are

22 unlikely to be on Trial Director, but I do have copies.

23 The references are LAS258 which is a debrief by

24 Kevin Marshall. Oh, it is available.

25 The other one is LAS -- it ends in 89, it's
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 1 a debrief by Lee Parker. I'm not sure if that's

 2 available. I do have hard copies. Very grateful.

 3 Did you want hard copies as well to work from,

 4 my Lady?

 5 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: If you have a hard copy, it's

 6 helpful, thank you. (Handed).

 7 MS GALLAGHER: Could I just start with the reference you've

 8 just made to local crews not being used? That's

 9 Lee Parker's debrief. So it's [LAS89-3], and it's just in

10 the very bottom section. Mr Parker said:

11 "I cannot understand why local crews (Park Royal,

12 Willesden) not used."

13 Then he goes on to say that, due to the number of

14 casualties involved, they ended up having to use people

15 who weren't trained because there simply weren't enough

16 crews.

17 At the very bottom of the page, he says:

18 "Other medical staff should be kept as far away as

19 possible from these incidents. However, this can only

20 be done if enough crews are sent."

21 Is that the nature of the complaint that you were

22 talking about, referring to the lack of local crews

23 being used?

24 A. I don't think it mattered whether they were local or

25 not, but there were plenty of other LAS resources around
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 1 that weren't sent to the incident, and they could have

 2 been.

 3 Q. It's not an issue about their geography. It's just an

 4 issue about the resources that were available to you at

 5 the time.

 6 Mr Baker, could I just clarify you're still an

 7 employee of London Ambulance Service?

 8 A. Yes.

 9 Q. We understand you're being asked to explain comments in

10 your debrief, which, of course, are quite critical of

11 your current employers, so we understand why it might be

12 difficult for you to do that, but it does appear from

13 your debrief form, as with others, that you were very

14 critical at the time, but today you've rowed back from

15 that a little, in particular when you say in your

16 evidence today that you felt there were enough

17 resources, and also, when you talk about communications

18 difficulties in having to shout to other paramedics, you

19 say, "Well, it went fine because we knew each other".

20 But, in fact, when you filled in your debrief at the

21 time, you were very concerned about the communications

22 issues and the resources issues, weren't you?

23 A. There was a lack of communications, obviously. If it

24 hadn't been for that we all knew each other, it would

25 have made life a lot more difficult because I knew the
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 1 names of everybody, so I could say, "Phil, can you get

 2 this?" or "Nick, that" and that made life easier.

 3 Obviously, if you didn't know anybody or you needed

 4 to talk to someone upstairs, radios would make it --

 5 life a lot easier, and the resourcing issue was an

 6 issue, and these debrief forms, I can't remember exactly

 7 when they were done, but they're done fairly quickly

 8 and, you know, they need to be done honestly and, you

 9 know, when you request a certain amount of ambulances

10 immediately, although I appreciate for Control there

11 were four major incidents going on at the same time, it

12 was very difficult, but then, when you hear later that

13 other stations just didn't attend or weren't doing

14 anything, then it was quite frustrating, and when the

15 forms are handed out, I don't know exactly when, but,

16 you know, you are meant to put down what you feel and,

17 you know, it's no good saying everything was rosy, if it

18 wasn't.

19 Q. No, of course. We very much appreciate that, Mr Baker,

20 thank you.

21 Could I ask you some more general questions? When

22 a call now comes in, is it right that it's classified

23 into one of three categories, category A, category B,

24 category C?

25 A. Yes, red, amber, green, yes.
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 1 Q. Category A is for the most serious type of incident

 2 where there's an immediate threat to life?

 3 A. Correct.

 4 Q. Category B is where it's serious but not

 5 life-threatening, and category C is where it's neither

 6 serious nor life-threatening?

 7 A. Correct.

 8 Q. Were those categories in place at the time in 2005?

 9 A. They've been in place for many years.

10 Q. Then a response is given appropriate to the

11 categorisation?

12 A. Well, the categorisation means -- is really how quickly

13 you're meant to be on scene, so category A we're meant

14 to be on scene within 8 minutes of the call 75 per cent

15 of the time.

16 Q. Yes, I was going to ask you about the current targets.

17 So it's right that the current target is 75 per cent of

18 category A calls should be responded to within

19 8 minutes?

20 A. Yes.

21 Q. 95 per cent of category A calls should be responded to

22 within 19 minutes?

23 A. I believe that's correct.

24 Q. And 95 per cent of category B calls, they're the calls

25 that are serious but not life-threatening, should be
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 1 responded to also within 19 minutes.

 2 Now, we understand, with some ambulance services, as

 3 soon as they get the call, they fill in a physical form

 4 immediately, putting down the time, the category and

 5 what they were told. Was this all done electrically for

 6 you at the time?

 7 A. Yes, the call came down the mobile data terminal in the

 8 ambulance, so when they -- when Control phoned, it says

 9 what call sign is out next, and then it automatically

10 goes down to your terminal and your ambulance, so you

11 don't need to write anything down.

12 Q. So there's no physical form. You told us that the call

13 was vague and you were just told "Please investigate".

14 Do you know how it was categorised according to that A,

15 B, C, categorisation?

16 A. I can't remember, but generally calls they don't know

17 too much on are categorised as amber.

18 Q. Categorised as category C?

19 A. No, B, B, category B, the amber is what they're

20 usually -- those that they don't know too much about.

21 Q. Just to clarify, for those of us who aren't familiar

22 with it, that's serious but not life-threatening, that

23 was the categorisation?

24 A. Yes.

25 Q. In your statement, you say that, when you arrived, you
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 1 very understandably grabbed as much equipment as you

 2 could carry. Given how little information you had at

 3 the time, how did you prioritise the equipment you

 4 should grab and the equipment you should leave in the

 5 ambulance?

 6 A. Because there's a response pack with oxygen, the means

 7 to deliver that oxygen. Then there's a defibrillator

 8 and another pack which contains dressings and then my

 9 paramedic bag, with fluids and means of administering

10 that.

11 Q. So you just took the most standard emergency equipment

12 and as much of it as you could bring with you?

13 A. Yes.

14 Q. Do you recall, Mr Baker, whether the keys were left in

15 the ambulance?

16 A. No, the keys were in my pocket.

17 Q. We know that you've been asked already about asking for

18 the eight further ambulances. There is one other

19 statement which is going to be dealt with at a later

20 stage in these proceedings, which refers to a call just

21 for five more ambulances -- the reference for my Lady is

22 INQ8120-1 -- but you're sure it was eight ambulances you

23 requested, not five?

24 A. I'm sure I said that.

25 Q. In your statement, Mr Baker, you say that, when you got
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 1 into the station and you saw this lady whose name you

 2 now know, you say that your first priority was the lady

 3 with serious facial burns, she was having difficulty in

 4 breathing. How did you make that decision about what

 5 your first priority was?

 6 A. Just looking up and down the line of people, she was the

 7 only one that seemed in real distress and you could

 8 obviously see the injury on her face.

 9 Q. So she was the priority amongst the people whom you saw

10 at station level?

11 A. Yes.

12 Q. You were dealing with her until you were told by

13 London Underground staff that there were more seriously

14 injured people downstairs?

15 A. I must say I was only with her briefly, and then the

16 Underground employees said, "We need to go downstairs".

17 Q. We've heard from a witness this morning -- let me just

18 ask you about when you go down to the train.

19 We heard from a witness this morning who said it

20 took him four or five minutes to get from the platform

21 to the trains in the tunnel. Is that an accurate

22 reflection of how long it took you to get from the

23 platform to the trains?

24 A. I couldn't tell you. It would seem like quite long, but

25 I don't know, to tell you the truth.
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 1 Q. You come across a man, who we now know to be

 2 Danny Biddle, in the tunnel. Is it because of the

 3 severity of his injuries that you felt you had to tend

 4 to him rather than go further into the tunnel?

 5 A. Well, we were in a fortunate situation we were both

 6 together, so I could stay with him because, if he didn't

 7 get any treatment, he would have died, there's no doubt

 8 of that, and I was fortunate in that Nick could carry on

 9 into the train and carry on with the triage.

10 Q. You've described in your statement how, when you were

11 administering medical aid to Danny Biddle, other members

12 of the emergency services arrive. Do you have any

13 recollection of how long it is before you become aware

14 of the next crew arriving after your crew, the first

15 crew on the scene?

16 A. Not really. I didn't take any notice of time of them

17 arriving, but what I do know is that when some of our

18 colleagues were parked -- were leaving, on their way

19 back to station from the hospital, and they were

20 underneath Marylebone flyover, when they heard us on the

21 radio, and that is 200 yards away, so they came straight

22 there. So it can't have been very long at all.

23 Q. In your statement, you've described how working in the

24 tunnel was very difficult because you simply had this

25 torch that a London Underground staff member has, and
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 1 there's very limited lighting. It also suggests in your

 2 statement that, by pure chance, there's a signal light

 3 which is very close to Danny Biddle?

 4 A. It was right close, very close.

 5 Q. So pure chance that you were able to see him. If he had

 6 been a few yards either way, you couldn't have seen him

 7 at all?

 8 A. Well, the way we were led down to the train, I couldn't

 9 have not come across him.

10 Q. From your statement, you make clear that you felt you

11 were very reliant on runners and that communications

12 were very poor so, if you wanted to get any equipment or

13 pass on a message, you had to rely on someone going to

14 relay a message. Is that still an accurate reflection

15 of how you feel you were having to work in those first

16 few minutes when you are dealing with Mr Biddle?

17 A. Yes, with anything we needed, someone had to go back and

18 fetch it and I had to, you know, request someone to go

19 back and get it. I couldn't have just radioed to

20 someone upstairs and say, "Bring this down"?

21 Q. In your statement, you say:

22 "Eventually, I had secured an orthopaedic

23 stretcher."

24 Then you describe Mr Biddle being taken out, but you

25 used the word "eventually" in your statement, which
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 1 suggests you felt it was quite a long time before the

 2 stretcher arrived.

 3 Again, can you give us any assistance with how long

 4 it was?

 5 A. I don't know how long, to tell you the truth, because,

 6 you know, in these situations, ten minutes seems like

 7 half an hour, and probably by "eventually" I meant the

 8 effort of getting him on to the stretcher was quite

 9 great, not so much as waiting for it to come down, but

10 manoeuvre him on from the position he was in until he

11 was secure to actually be carried out.

12 Q. You've already been taken to your major incident debrief

13 form. Could we have on screen [LAS228-2]?

14 Quite near the top of that page you were taken to

15 the question about whether you've attended an LAS major

16 incident training session and you said, no, that you

17 hadn't. You have said today in evidence that you felt

18 you'd sufficient training. Could I put to you another

19 witness who has a very different view? This is in the

20 Lee Parker statement, my Lady, which I've given you

21 a hard copy of. It's LAS89 at page 4 [LAS89-4], and Lee Parker is

22 a HEMS paramedic.

23 On this page, Lee Parker describes attending the

24 Ladbroke Grove train crash:

25 "... and all the same complaints that were made
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 1 there are being made in the aftermath of this incident,

 2 ie poor communications, lack of equipment, not enough

 3 crews, medical team just turning up, et cetera,

 4 et cetera."

 5 Then about halfway down the page, he says:

 6 "I keep hearing that we train for these incidents.

 7 The only way to train for these incidents is to get

 8 everybody to train for them by doing exercises so that

 9 people are aware of practical problems before having to

10 do it for real. The only training I've had is training

11 I've organised myself. Having spoken to many of my

12 colleagues, I know they feel the same."

13 So the suggestion from that document is that

14 Mr Parker felt he had to be proactive to arrange

15 training, the training wasn't offered. Is that an

16 accurate reflection of your experience, do you think, or

17 would you stand by what you said earlier about feeling

18 you had sufficient training to deal with what faced you

19 on 7 July?

20 A. He's talking specifically about major incident training

21 and I'm responding to your question, in that I felt that

22 I was adequately trained to attend that incident and

23 work our way through it quite adequately and with good

24 outcomes for the people that we actually treated.

25 Yes, there are some problems with major incident
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 1 training, which I believe are being addressed, but this

 2 is just Lee Parker's -- it's just what he thinks.

 3 Q. Mr Baker, have you had major incident training

 4 since July 2005?

 5 A. No -- sorry, hang on, sorry, we might have touched on it

 6 in a CPD, a continuing professional development course.

 7 I think we might have touched on it for an hour or so,

 8 but that would be all.

 9 Q. When would that have been?

10 A. I think I went in 2006.

11 Q. But certainly nothing in the last four years since 2006?

12 A. No.

13 Q. Could we just return to your debrief form, please,

14 Mr Baker, so [LAS228-2]?

15 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Sorry, before we do that,

16 Ms Gallagher, I'm conscious that I can't, as it were,

17 control the timings of when the court resumes after

18 lunch.

19 MS GALLAGHER: Of course.

20 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: It seems as if there may be a number

21 of questions for this witness, not just from you, but

22 from others. So would that be a convenient stage?

23 MS GALLAGHER: I think I have about six or seven minutes, so

24 I'm quite happy to wait and do it after lunch.

25 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: I think others may have questions
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 1 too.

 2 As far as this, the inquests are concerned, I will

 3 adjourn until the Divisional Court have given the

 4 result, if not the reasons for their judgment.

 5 (1.00 pm)

 6 (The short adjournment)

 7
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