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 1 (2.00 pm)

 2 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Yes, Mr Hay?

 3 MR HAY: My Lady, may I invite you to call Farid Bourbrook,

 4 please?

 5 MR FARID BOURBROOK (sworn)

 6 Questions by MR HAY

 7 MR HAY: Can you give your full name to the court, please?

 8 A. Yes, it's Farid Bourbrook.

 9 Q. Mr Bourbrook, on 7 July 2005, you were travelling to

10 work that morning?

11 A. Yes, I was, yes.

12 Q. You were intending on travelling from Edgware Road Tube

13 station to --

14 A. To Gloucester Road, yes, on the Central Line -- on the

15 Circle Line, sorry.

16 Q. You boarded the westbound Circle Line train at

17 Edgware Road?

18 A. Yes, yes.

19 Q. Do you recall which carriage you boarded?

20 A. I think it was the -- almost the central, but it was the

21 front ones, maybe the fourth or the fifth, one of them

22 anyway, I can't really remember.

23 Q. You gave a statement to the Metropolitan Police dated

24 20 April 2007, and in there, you said:

25 "To the best of my memory, I got on to the first
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 1 carriage."

 2 A. The first? No, no, I don't think it was the -- because

 3 I was right next to the blast, so the blast wasn't in

 4 the first, was it?

 5 Q. The blast was in the second carriage.

 6 A. Was it in the second? Was I in the first? I can't

 7 remember. Sorry, I tried to put it all behind me, it's

 8 been five years, I've tried to put it -- this is the

 9 first time actually facing this. I've never been

10 called. But I was right next to -- yes, I was on --

11 then I must have been on the first, if you say, because

12 I was on the doors right where the blast happened, I was

13 on the doors sitting right next to the doors.

14 Q. You were sitting --

15 A. On the next carriage, where the blast happened, yes.

16 Q. You were sitting at the end of your carriage --

17 A. Yes, yes, exactly.

18 Q. -- by the adjoining doors with the next carriage?

19 A. Yes, yes.

20 Q. And in the next carriage, that's where the blast

21 occurred?

22 A. Yes, yes, so I was right next where the doors, are

23 sitting at the end, yes.

24 Q. What do you recall of the explosion itself?

25 A. There was a -- at first, there was a little jolt first,
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 1 which we didn't know what it was, it was -- until

 2 I heard, it was like -- it could have been before the

 3 blast, there was a jolt of some sort, we didn't know if

 4 it was a power surge of some sort, or something, but

 5 I think it was the detonator, it could have been, is I'm

 6 thinking, and then the blast happened.

 7 Q. What do you remember happening in your carriage?

 8 A. And the doors, the windows, everything, the blast, it

 9 hit the lady next to me, first of all hit her in the

10 head, then the ear, and the flying glass and debris

11 everywhere, going in slow motion, and smoke everywhere,

12 and the -- and that was it, and then, after that, it

13 calmed down, then we sort of looked around and we saw

14 everybody just -- it just looked smoke and dark, you

15 couldn't see much.

16 Q. Were the lights on in your carriage?

17 A. I can't really remember, there must have been some sort

18 of light, but not that much, but I don't know if it's

19 emergency lights or not, but there was a bit of light.

20 Q. Do you recall whether there was any light coming from

21 a train parallel to your train outside your carriage?

22 A. That was after, that didn't -- the train didn't arrive

23 before, didn't arrive while the blast happened. The

24 train arrived afterwards, a little while after. It

25 didn't arrive at the time when the blast happened.
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 1 Q. Did the light from that train create more light in your

 2 carriage?

 3 A. I can't really remember that, to tell you the truth,

 4 I can't remember that.

 5 Q. There came a point when you looked into the adjoining

 6 carriage where the blast had occurred?

 7 A. Yes.

 8 Q. Do you remember what you saw?

 9 A. Yes, I saw people screaming, trying to get in to our

10 carriage, trying to sort of help, because they can see

11 there was a lady trying to be revived right in front of

12 us and nobody can do anything, and they can, or some, so

13 they tried to help, everybody tried to break the glass,

14 tried to open the doors, nobody can, nobody can do

15 anything.

16 Q. Can we have up on the screen, please, [INQ10282-9]?

17 Mr Bourbrook, this is a plan of the train carriage.

18 A. Mm-hmm.

19 Q. The left-hand side is the front of the second carriage,

20 so your carriage, if you were in the first carriage,

21 would have been to the left?

22 A. I would have been here, sitting right here.

23 Q. Right by the doors adjoining?

24 A. Yes, where number 1 is.

25 Q. When you looked through, and you saw a lady being
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 1 revived, are you able to say where that was roughly?

 2 A. Where number 9 is.

 3 Q. Where number 9 is?

 4 A. Yes.

 5 Q. What did you see happening?

 6 A. She was there, her face was full of smoke, she was lying

 7 still, but you can see her, you know, ushering for

 8 breath, slowly, kept ushering for breath, for breath,

 9 for breath, slowly.

10 Q. Was there anyone with that person?

11 A. Yes, there was another guy trying to help her. There

12 was a couple of people tried to give mouth-to-mouth,

13 trying to help her, but she just slowly kept fading

14 away. She was trying to get breath, but there was so

15 much smoke and everything, I don't think she could get

16 proper oxygen anyway, that's what happened. But, yes.

17 Q. You say "she", it was a female?

18 A. Yes, she was a young female. Yes, a young female. Yes,

19 yes.

20 Q. Did there come a point when you entered the second

21 carriage where the blast had occurred?

22 A. I was inside, all this time I was inside.

23 Q. So you were inside when you saw the lady trying to --

24 A. Yes, I was inside, we were trying to help her, yes, we

25 were inside the carriage all this time. I wasn't on the
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 1 outside, you cannot see anything from the outside, you

 2 had to get in there and then you see -- then -- and

 3 I saw where the blast is, where the big hole and the man

 4 was stuck inside the hole.

 5 Q. So just to go back a step, once the blast had occurred,

 6 you went into the second carriage?

 7 A. Yes, we did go inside, yes.

 8 Q. And that's where you saw the lady who --

 9 A. That's where we saw the lady, exactly.

10 Q. There were attempts to revive her?

11 A. Yes, we wouldn't have seen her if we were on the

12 outside, because she was lying down, so you couldn't

13 have seen her unless you get into the actual carriage.

14 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Did you go through the doors right by

15 where you were sitting?

16 A. Yes we did, yes, yes.

17 MR HAY: You then referred to seeing a man in a hole?

18 A. Which I believe would have been 10 or 14, one of the

19 guys there, anyway. Or it could have been number 10,

20 maybe in the purple.

21 Q. The "X" marks the --

22 (Tannoy interruption)

23 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: I think that means we wait for

24 further orders. If you'd like to continue, Mr Hay.

25 MR HAY: Thank you, my Lady. Mr Bourbrook, you were just
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 1 describing --

 2 A. Let me interrupt you, sorry. As I'm looking at here,

 3 number 9, if this was the lady that's not breathing, she

 4 wasn't there, she was next to the second door. She was

 5 where -- number 8 upwards, she wasn't on that door, she

 6 was on the next door, next to it. The same double

 7 doors, the same double doors, but on the right side, not

 8 on the left.

 9 Q. So close to where seat number 3 is?

10 A. Yes, she wasn't there, she was right there, yes. That's

11 how the others could see her as well across the -- but

12 she was there, she was next to number 3. She wasn't on

13 that side.

14 Q. Thank you for clarifying that.

15 A. Okay.

16 Q. We were just dealing with the gentleman who was in the

17 crater.

18 A. Okay.

19 Q. The "X" marks the area where the bomb explode.

20 A. Yes.

21 Q. I think you went over to that gentleman?

22 A. Yes, we did, we tried to help him, we tried to pull him

23 out and we couldn't, he was too heavy.

24 Q. What did you try to do?

25 A. We tried to pull him out through our arms. There were
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 1 three of us. We tried to pull him out, and we couldn't,

 2 he was just too stuck in there, and too -- we couldn't

 3 move him, we couldn't move him.

 4 Q. Do you recall anything about the other two men who were

 5 trying to help you?

 6 A. I believe the gentleman is there, and the other guy

 7 would have been of Indian descent of some sort, and he

 8 was round with us as well, he was actually trying to

 9 revive the young lady as well. He was trying to help

10 her out as well.

11 Q. The gentleman in the crater, Mr Brewster, when you went

12 to help him, do you recall if he was saying anything at

13 all?

14 A. Yes, he was. He was trying to -- "Help me, help me,

15 pull me out, help me", but nobody could pull him out,

16 that's the problem. We tried, we tried, but nobody can

17 pull him out, and he was making -- he was making noise

18 for a while until he slowly sort of stopped making

19 noise, you could say.

20 Q. I know it's very difficult, but how long after the

21 explosion had occurred did you go to where Mr Brewster

22 was to try to help him, are you able to say?

23 A. Probably 10 to 15 minutes, maybe. Probably 10 --

24 because, as I say, after everything calmed down, then

25 you start seeing what really happened, then, you know,
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 1 as I say, you try to help the lady and then you try to

 2 help him, and there was other guys attending to him, but

 3 nobody could pull him out, as I say, and then we sort of

 4 come in and, let's say, let's all help to pull him out,

 5 but nobody could.

 6 Q. After you tried to help him, what did you then do?

 7 A. Then we left him and went attend to the other people

 8 that we can help.

 9 Q. I think one of the people you helped was a lady with an

10 injury to her knee?

11 A. Yes, yes, she was wearing a female suit of some sort,

12 yes, and I forgot her name, I'm not sure, her name is

13 Liz, or some -- I don't know, some kind of name, yes.

14 Q. Did you remain on the carriage until the emergency

15 services arrived?

16 A. Yes, I did, yes, I did.

17 Q. Of the emergency services, do you recall whether or not

18 the paramedics arrived first, the Fire Brigade or you're

19 unable to say?

20 A. I'm unable to say, but I think it could have been the

21 paramedic and the Fire Brigade, they sort of come

22 together, I would say. I would say they came together.

23 But, yes, somebody, yes, did arrive.

24 Q. Again, in your statement, you thought that it might have

25 been one and a half hours until the Fire Brigade?
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 1 A. It took at least an hour or an hour and a half for

 2 somebody to arrive, yes. We start questioning "Where's

 3 everybody, where's the help?"

 4 Q. Understandably in the situation you were in, time must

 5 have been very, very difficult to calculate.

 6 A. Mm-hmm.

 7 Q. We know from other evidence that the first fire engine

 8 actually arrived on the scene about 9.18?

 9 A. No, not possible at all, no. No, because we were there

10 by the time it was actually -- because, as far as they

11 took us out, it was about 11.00, and we were -- and the

12 bomb happened at 8.50, and I had my watch and I was

13 looking at my watch anyway because I was thinking "Oh,

14 work" and work, thinking about work and that, and they

15 arrived at least an hour to an hour and a half, then

16 they arrived to us, to our carriage anyway, at least

17 they were helping out the people outside who went off,

18 but they didn't arrive to us until about an hour to an

19 hour and a half.

20 Q. As I said, I know you think it may have been an hour to

21 an hour and a half, but there is other evidence to

22 suggest that the Fire Brigade arrived at the station at

23 9.18.

24 A. But they didn't arrive to us at the time.

25 Q. I appreciate there's a difference between the station
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 1 and the carriage.

 2 A. Exactly, exactly.

 3 Q. There are other witnesses, who my Lady is going to hear

 4 from, who thought that the Fire Brigade arrived in the

 5 carriage at about 9.20 to 9.25.

 6 A. No.

 7 Q. Is it possible, maybe, given the events which happened

 8 and the traumatic nature of them, that your recollection

 9 is perhaps mistaken?

10 A. No, no because we did -- why would that be correct if we

11 started questioning where is the actual paramedics, we

12 started questioning, everybody there questioning, "Where

13 are they? They're taking too long".

14 Q. Understandably, you were concerned for the emergency

15 services to arrive quickly to help those people who were

16 injured?

17 A. Yes, yes, yes, yes.

18 Q. I think, once the firemen arrived, you assisted them, is

19 that correct?

20 A. I don't know if I assisted them, I said -- you know, let

21 them know what's happened, maybe, I don't know, I might

22 have done something, or whatever, but they just took

23 over at the end of the day, they just took over and

24 that's it. There was nothing left for us to do,

25 basically.
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 1 Q. I think they suggested at that point that it be

 2 better --

 3 A. For to us leave.

 4 Q. -- for you to leave the carriage?

 5 A. Yes, and they took us out, yes.

 6 Q. You made your way out of the station?

 7 A. Into the Metropolitan Hotel, into the hotel, yes, across

 8 the road.

 9 Q. I think you, yourself, had a number of cuts to your

10 hand?

11 A. A little bit of hands, one on my lip and that, but that

12 was just from the flying glass really, yes.

13 Q. You were also suffering from smoke inhalation?

14 A. A little bit, yes. But as I say, I thank God really

15 I wasn't really hurt, so it was okay, I said I was okay,

16 and so they let me go home. When I said I was all

17 right, "I'm fine, I'm fine enough", they let me go

18 straightaway after they checked me.

19 MR HAY: Mr Bourbrook, thank you very much, I have no

20 questions for you. Others might.

21 A. No problems. Thank you.

22 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Ms Gallagher?

23 Questions by MS GALLAGHER

24 MS GALLAGHER: Mr Bourbrook, we've heard evidence today from

25 a number of witnesses who assisted Mr Brewster, the man
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 1 in the hole --

 2 A. Okay.

 3 Q. -- including you, and the family is very grateful for

 4 the efforts you made on that day to attempt to save him.

 5 A. Okay.

 6 Q. I just have a few short questions. The first thing is

 7 you've given us evidence today which describes your

 8 attempts and other people's attempts to pull Mr Brewster

 9 from the hole without success.

10 A. Yes.

11 Q. You then describe leaving him and going elsewhere.

12 A. Yes.

13 Q. Was he still in the hole at that point in time?

14 A. Yes, he was, yes, he was.

15 Q. The reason I'm asking is that in your statement to the

16 police there's a description of you saying the

17 following:

18 "I tried to pull him out of the hole but he was too

19 heavy and he fell through onto the track below."

20 A. After a while, he fell through, not straightaway, it

21 took a little while. Then, at the end, I saw him on the

22 ground, lying down, basically.

23 Q. That's much later?

24 A. Yes, much later.

25 Q. Did you see him falling through, or did you just see --
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 1 A. No, I didn't see him because I was paying attention to

 2 the others, as I say.

 3 Q. So you simply see him on the track at a later point --

 4 A. Yes.

 5 Q. -- and you assume he's fallen through?

 6 A. Yes, yes.

 7 Q. You obviously remained in the carriage for

 8 a considerable period of time --

 9 A. Yes.

10 Q. -- until the arrival of assistance. During that time,

11 were you aware of any further attempts to assist

12 Mr Brewster?

13 A. I can't really say, I'm sure maybe somebody was

14 attending to him, I could say, but as I say, it was

15 virtually very difficult to pull him out, he was so deep

16 in and, as you know, he was a heavy man, you know,

17 a slightly heavy man, so he wasn't easy to pull out and

18 the hole was deep enough for him to be -- actually, he

19 got stuck in there, it seems. It wasn't easy to pull

20 him out.

21 Q. So presumably, at no point did you see anyone applying

22 a tourniquet to his leg?

23 A. I can't remember from what's happening underneath, but

24 as I say, I think somebody was attending to him, trying

25 to check what they can do for him, but as I say, after
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 1 a while, his voice just faded away, you know, he just

 2 sort of faded away.

 3 MS GALLAGHER: Thank you very much.

 4 A. No problem.

 5 Questions by MR SAUNDERS

 6 MR SAUNDERS: Mr Bourbrook, I'd like to ask you some

 7 questions. I represent the family of one of those that

 8 was murdered that day, a lady called Laura Webb.

 9 A. Okay.

10 Q. Do you remember seeing that plan, I wonder if we could

11 have it back again, page 9, and you've described what

12 you saw.

13 A. Mm-hmm.

14 Q. We believe that Laura, was found in that area and you've

15 just described door number 1, D1, do you see that? And

16 you were pointing out, I think, to Mr Hay, the

17 right-hand side of the door.

18 A. As I say, I will correct where it is. If that's

19 Jonathan, the man who was lying still dead, number 9, he

20 was on this side, he was here, while Laura was on --

21 next to seat number 3.

22 MR SAUNDERS: So my Lady understands, what Mr Bourbrook is

23 pointing at on his screen is the number 9 depiction of

24 Mr Downey, more towards the central rails, pointing

25 towards the pole that's marked on the rail.
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 1 A. Mm-hmm.

 2 Q. Mr Bourbrook, we all appreciate how long ago this was,

 3 and I think you began your evidence by saying you tried

 4 not to think about this and this is the first time

 5 you've mentioned it.

 6 A. Yes, yes, in public anyway, yes.

 7 Q. In public, of course, we quite understand that. Can

 8 I just remind you, in your statement, which was taken

 9 some time after, I think, wasn't it, April 2007?

10 A. Yes, yes.

11 Q. You described you were looking from carriage 1 in

12 through the door -- do you remember her Ladyship asked

13 you whether you had actually gone through the door?

14 A. Yes.

15 Q. In the statement, you said this:

16 "Once my train stopped, I looked into the adjoining

17 carriage to my left."

18 Then you described seeing a woman lying on the

19 carriage floor. Do you think now that you may have seen

20 what you did through the doors rather than going into

21 the carriage?

22 A. No, no, no. I would have gone in. How can we help her

23 from -- as I say, the doors were blown off anyway, there

24 was no glass, so it's easy to go through to the next

25 carriage anyway. There was nothing blocking us anymore,
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 1 there is no glass, there's nothing. So we can go

 2 through to the carriage.

 3 Q. Please don't think I'm being at all critical, we all

 4 understand how long ago this was. I'm simply reminding

 5 you of what you said in your statement --

 6 A. Okay.

 7 Q. -- to see if that helps refresh your memory.

 8 A. Mm-hmm.

 9 Q. You've described today for her Ladyship that you

10 believed that the young lady was -- I think the phrase

11 you used was "ushering for air"?

12 A. Yes, yes, yes.

13 Q. Now, it's right, isn't it, Mr Bourbrook, you don't

14 mention that at all in your statement?

15 A. Mm-hmm. Well I just mentioned it briefly, as in she

16 stopped breathing, I said, I didn't mention the actual

17 detail of what was happening, you could say that, that's

18 all, but, yes, she was ushering for breath and she was

19 helped by a couple of people, but she just -- nobody can

20 revive her, really, that's what happened.

21 Q. May I ask you this: you've described that you go from

22 carriage 1 into carriage 2 --

23 A. Yes.

24 Q. -- and that there was an Indian male gentleman that went

25 in with you.
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 1 A. Yes, that was there, exactly.

 2 Q. Was it he you thought was trying to assist by giving

 3 mouth-to-mouth to a lady?

 4 A. He did try and help the lady, yes, he did, and he tried

 5 to pull the man from the hole with us as well, and we

 6 couldn't pull him out.

 7 Q. Can I just focus, if I can, on the lady?

 8 A. On the lady, yes.

 9 Q. So it was that man that came from carriage 1 that you

10 thought tried to assist by giving mouth-to-mouth.

11 A. Yes, and I think somebody else was there, but I can't

12 remember the person, but, yes, I don't know if it's

13 another lady or not, but he was definitely trying as

14 well, trying to help the lady.

15 Q. We're going to hear, Mr Bourbrook, later on, evidence

16 from a gentleman, Steve Hucklesby, who comes through

17 from the other train, crosses from that train into the

18 one you were on, again tries to perform CPR.

19 A. Mm-hmm.

20 Q. Do you remember that, somebody working on the lady's

21 chest?

22 A. I remember somebody coming over, but the problem is it

23 took a while, because nobody can break through the doors

24 or the glass to come and help from the other carriage,

25 once it stopped next to us, nobody can come in, nobody
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 1 can help at all, or break the doors, nobody can do

 2 anything. And they can see what's happening, that's why

 3 they were screaming from the next carriage, screaming at

 4 us, because they could see what's happening, and they

 5 were like, you know, getting stressed with us as well,

 6 because we could not do anything for her, and we tried.

 7 Q. Of course, and we all appreciate the efforts that were

 8 made, Mr Bourbrook, but is the position this: that you

 9 were never close to the lady on the floor. It was

10 either the other man. What you went to do was to go

11 more towards the gentleman that had gone through the

12 crater in the floor?

13 A. The gentleman I did help, but I didn't actually do much

14 physical help, you could say, with the lady, but I was

15 there witnessing what was happening, yes, because there

16 was already a couple there, as I say, the man and

17 another lady, I'm sure, they didn't need me because they

18 were right over her anyway.

19 Q. Others were more concentrating on the lady?

20 A. Yes, yes, yes.

21 Q. You were obviously observing a number of things that

22 were going on?

23 A. Yes, yes.

24 MR SAUNDERS: My Lady, I don't press the matter any further,

25 thank you.
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 1 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Are there any other questions for

 2 Mr Bourbrook? Yes, Ms Boyd?

 3 Questions by MS BOYD

 4 MS BOYD: Mr Bourbrook, could I just press you about the

 5 timing issue?

 6 A. Okay.

 7 Q. Everyone can appreciate that time estimates are very

 8 difficult, and even seconds would have felt like

 9 a lifetime, given the terrible situation you faced.

10 A. Mm-hmm.

11 Q. However, in terms of your perception that it took an

12 hour to an hour and a half before the London Fire

13 Brigade turned up, there is evidence that members of the

14 Fire Brigade were assisting at the train with setting up

15 lighting and casualty handling significantly earlier and

16 within 35 minutes or so.

17 If I told you that the scene, it appears, was clear

18 of casualties within an hour and a half or an hour and

19 40 minutes, does that help you on the question of your

20 perception of timing?

21 A. As far as I remember, unless they were helping the

22 people that went out of the carriage, they did not get

23 to us until an hour or more. They did not get to us.

24 I'm sorry, but we did question, and any other witnesses,

25 they were all questioning with me why they took a bit
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 1 long. I wouldn't have questioned if they took long, but

 2 they took long. But I cannot say, unless they were

 3 helping the people who went off from the carriages, yes,

 4 they might have been delayed through that, maybe, but

 5 they didn't actually get to the actual carriage until

 6 after, until a while.

 7 Q. You think either the ambulance and the Fire Brigade, the

 8 emergency services arrived roughly the same time?

 9 A. Yes, I think they came in and they did their job,

10 basically, they did what they had to do, yes, they took

11 over from there, nobody can do much after that, so they

12 did their job, but as I say, you know, I can't really

13 say, you know, there is a time, I might be off, but I am

14 sure it was at least an hour or so. They did take a bit

15 of a while.

16 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: The trouble is, Mr Bourbrook, I'm

17 sure you understand that one's perception of time in

18 that kind of situation is very different from reality,

19 because you're so shocked and you're in such a difficult

20 situation. So I think really what Ms Boyd is trying to

21 put to you is that, given the other evidence, the

22 chances are, I think, that it wasn't quite as long as

23 you think. It's very difficult. Apart from anything

24 else, the human memory is not always that good at

25 measuring time, experiments have shown it's not always
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 1 as accurate as we think we are.

 2 A. Yes, maybe, maybe. As I say, stuff was going in slow

 3 motion, some sort of time.

 4 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Well, it was a dreadful situation.

 5 A. Yes.

 6 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Because a lot of the testimony in

 7 these proceedings gets reported as it is, not

 8 surprisingly, and I think we do need to point out that

 9 the chances are you're not right about the hour, an hour

10 and a half, but you'll understand that I have to look at

11 the whole of the evidence.

12 A. Yes, okay, okay. No, no problem.

13 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Any other questions for Mr Bourbrook?

14 Thank you very much indeed, Mr Bourbrook. We do

15 appreciate the help you have tried to give. You didn't

16 have to go into the bombed carriage, so thank you very

17 much and thank you for coming to help me. I appreciate

18 you've tried to put it out of your mind and we've had to

19 ask you to relive it.

20 A. Thank you very much.

21 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Mr Keith, I don't know if you have

22 been alerted to the fact that the problem with the

23 alarms is the annex has been evacuated and that means

24 there are members of the families who aren't with us in

25 court who would like to be before we continue.
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 1 MR KEITH: My Lady, yes.

 2 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: I don't know if we have any idea how

 3 long it will take to get them in? I think we are

 4 probably going to be short of space too. I wonder if we

 5 could make sure that all available seats are made

 6 available for other families who wish to come?

 7 Sorry, it's the press annex. You think they're now

 8 getting back in?

 9 I think, probably, given all that I've said about

10 these proceedings being in public, maybe I should break

11 just for five minutes to check that representatives of

12 the press are able to follow the proceedings.

13 MR KEITH: My Lady, yes.

14 (2.30 pm)

15 (A short break)

16 (2.35 pm)

17 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: I understand the press annex was

18 evacuated, despite the fact it's the area where people

19 are meant to gather when evacuated from the building,

20 but anyway.

21 MR KEITH: My Lady, may I invite you to call John MacDonald?

22 MR JOHN MacDONALD (sworn)

23 Questions by MR KEITH

24 MR KEITH: Could you give the court your full name, please?

25 A. My name is John MacDonald.
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 1 Q. Mr MacDonald, on Thursday, 7 July, we understand from

 2 your first witness statement to the police that you

 3 caught a Piccadilly Line from Boston manor station into

 4 Central London.

 5 A. That is correct. I think I would find it easier that,

 6 if I were to read my statement, then could you then come

 7 back at me and ask questions relevant as to what I've

 8 said? Otherwise, I would find it difficult in putting

 9 it into the context.

10 Q. May I say straightaway that these proceedings are

11 a matter entirely for my Lady who will decide the format

12 that is adopted, but for my part, may I say that we've

13 had the benefit of a number of documents which have set

14 out your account, both your evidence to the

15 London Assembly and your statement to the police, and

16 also a statement that you provided to Mr Suter and

17 Mr Smith, my Lady's solicitors and, for those reasons,

18 I would certainly prefer to be able to ask you questions

19 about the areas that my Lady has deemed to be relevant,

20 but of course you will be given an opportunity to come

21 back on any other points you feel I may have missed.

22 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Don't worry, Mr MacDonald, if at any

23 stage you want to look at your statement, which I see

24 you made in July 2005, we can always pause. If you

25 trust counsel, all these counsel have been through
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 1 everything you've said on different occasions, and if,

 2 at the end, you feel you haven't had a chance to say

 3 something in the way that you want, please just say, and

 4 I'll allow to you do so.

 5 A. Okay.

 6 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Thank you.

 7 MR KEITH: We understand your journey into Central London

 8 was delayed or interrupted to some extent that morning.

 9 Can you recall why that was?

10 A. Yes. The Tube I normally catch into Central London was

11 delayed, but that's not anything unusual. It stopped

12 quite a few times on the way there.

13 But when it got to Green Park station, it was

14 announced that there was a -- there had been an incident

15 at King's Cross and that the train was being held.

16 I was running late, so I decided to get off that

17 train, and I then took myself via the Victoria Line to

18 King's Cross and then the Circle Line. That's what I

19 was intending to do, to go to Paddington, and then get

20 on the Bakerloo Line to go to Maida Vale.

21 Q. We understand from your witness statement that there was

22 a certain difficulty at King's Cross ascertaining which

23 platform to get to the westbound Circle Line, but you

24 made it on to the westbound Circle Line train?

25 A. That's right. At King's Cross, I was confused as to
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 1 which platform to take. I got on to one platform and

 2 I thought it was wrong, and I swiped my Oyster card and

 3 I got off onto the concourse. It was only then that

 4 I realised that that was the correct platform. So

 5 I returned to catch the next train on that platform, and

 6 I got into a carriage, I wasn't quite sure, but there

 7 were double doors and that there was a pair sitting

 8 opposite me.

 9 Q. Thank you very much. Now if you could put the document

10 to one side just for one moment, your statement, I'm

11 going to show you something on the screen, if I may.

12 Could we have, please, [INQ10292-8]?

13 This is a schematic diagram of the carriage in which

14 the bomb was located at Edgware Road.

15 If you look down the list of names, Mr MacDonald,

16 you'll see at number 37, the far right-hand column of

17 names, your name, and this plan represents a first

18 attempt to try, on the basis of the witness statements

19 certainly, to place everybody where they may have been

20 in the carriage, and it places you at the top right-hand

21 corner of the diagram, that is to say, of course,

22 towards the rear of the carriage.

23 Does that accord with your recollection?

24 A. That is exactly correct.

25 Q. Do we take it from that, therefore, that you must have

26

Hearing transcripts – 9 November 2010 – Afternoon session

Reproduced courtesy of www.independent.gov.uk/7julyinquests

PDF print version produced & hosted by J7: The July 7th Truth Campaign - www.julyseventh.co.uk



 1 been sitting next to or standing next to the glass

 2 partition?

 3 A. I was -- my shoulder was next to the glass partition,

 4 yes. Correct.

 5 Q. And leaning against it?

 6 A. I was leaning against the glass partition.

 7 Q. Tell us, please, what happened from your own memory, if

 8 you can, outside Edgware Road, and I want to ask you

 9 about the actual explosion itself. If you need to,

10 Mr MacDonald, by all means come back to your statement,

11 but we would much prefer your recollection and, if we

12 run into trouble, we can always go back to your

13 statement.

14 A. Just after the train left Edgware station, there was

15 a small bang, and then there was a massive bang,

16 followed by two smaller bangs. Then, there was an

17 orange fireball. I put my hands over my head and my

18 ears, and the windows and the doors were shattering from

19 the blast, splinters and broken glass through the air

20 towards me and to other passengers. I was pushed to the

21 side, and the train came to a sudden halt. I thought

22 I was going to die. Horrific screams and shouts filled

23 the air, together with smoke, bits and chemicals. Large

24 and small bits of stuff hit me and covered me. A book

25 jammed itself between my shoulder and the glass panel --
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 1 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: I'm sorry to interrupt you,

 2 Mr MacDonald. One of the problems is that I am

 3 operating on a certain set of statements that I have

 4 from you, and one of the reasons why we would ask you,

 5 if you wouldn't mind, if we could -- if you could try

 6 doing it our way, is that I don't happen to have in

 7 front of me the statement from which you're reading, and

 8 so it's very difficult for me to make a note of the

 9 evidence, apart from anything else.

10 So would you mind if we did try doing it with

11 Mr Keith asking you the questions?

12 A. Okay.

13 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: I do appreciate how difficult it is

14 for you, but I would find it more helpful if you could

15 do that.

16 A. Okay.

17 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: I don't know, Mr Keith, do you know

18 from which statement Mr MacDonald was reading --

19 MR KEITH: My Lady, that doesn't, in fact, reflect the

20 statement I have.

21 It may be, Mr MacDonald, that you're reading out,

22 I suspect, not from a statement but an account of the

23 evidence you gave to the London Assembly. Would that be

24 right?

25 A. What I've done, I've put them all together.
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 1 Q. Right, we may not have seen the combined version of all

 2 those accounts, Mr MacDonald, which makes it doubly hard

 3 for us.

 4 A. Okay.

 5 Q. So if you could bear to just put it to one side --

 6 A. Right.

 7 Q. -- and I'll continue asking you some questions.

 8 A. Right.

 9 Q. Your distinct recollection appears, then, that there was

10 a number of bangs, a large bang followed by two

11 successive smaller bangs.

12 A. There was a small bang, then a massive bang, and then

13 a series of smaller bangs.

14 Q. Did the bangs appear to you to be -- I appreciate it's

15 very difficult -- explosive or metallic? Were they

16 indicators of bangs in the structure of the train or

17 some event occurring inside the train?

18 A. The small bang sounded muffled, but the larger bang, the

19 larger explosion, was when all hell broke loose, and

20 then, within a second of that, there were a series of

21 smaller bangs, about three or four.

22 Q. When those bangs came to an end, were you still standing

23 or were you knocked to the ground?

24 A. I was actually sitting. I was sitting on a chair, on

25 a bench. What happened was that I was thrown to the
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 1 side because the train carried on for about two minutes,

 2 and then it came to a sudden stop. So the train was

 3 going along when the bangs occurred.

 4 Q. When everything came to a stop and the bangs had ceased,

 5 do you recollect the smoke in the carriage and how dark

 6 it was?

 7 A. To begin with, the inside of the carriage was completely

 8 dark.

 9 Q. Thank you.

10 A. It had bits in the air and there was smoke in the air.

11 But also, was that there were chemicals in the air. So

12 that I couldn't breathe properly. I was --

13 Q. Could you see anything?

14 A. I couldn't see anything at all because, immediately

15 after the largest bang, is that my eyes were blinded by

16 an orange fireball, and that made seeing rather

17 difficult. But also, at the same time, that there was

18 more than bits, there was shrapnel flying across the

19 carriage. One of those pieces hit the top of the

20 carriage, above my head, and then ricocheted on to the

21 top of my head and it stuck in the top of my head.

22 Then at the same time, is that the glass at the

23 side -- at the back of me, the window at the back of my

24 head, that had shattered, and all the little square

25 cubes from the shattered glass had covered my head and
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 1 had covered all my -- where I was sitting, I was

 2 completely covered in broken glass.

 3 Q. You described --

 4 A. At the same time --

 5 Q. Just pause there, if you would be so kind, because we're

 6 taking a note of everything you say and it's important

 7 that we hear what you have to say.

 8 A. Okay.

 9 Q. The blow to your head, that was, therefore, from a piece

10 of shrapnel, a piece of metal hitting you rather than

11 you connecting with a glass screen or the side of the

12 carriage?

13 A. No, I was still sitting still. The partition on the --

14 in the carriage finishes about -- I will use, say, how

15 is it -- there is a gap between where that -- where the

16 glass finishes and the roof. The piece of whatever hit

17 me came over that, hit the curve of the carriage and

18 ricocheted on to my head.

19 Some other stuff had come over but didn't connect

20 with my head. So that's where the piece of metal came

21 from, over the top.

22 Q. Right. Your statement to the police records how you

23 turn, after the explosion, to your fellow passengers in

24 order to ascertain whether they were all right. In your

25 near vicinity were the passengers by and large all
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 1 right?

 2 A. We couldn't see. It was dark.

 3 Q. Was there a discussion?

 4 A. What happened was that, at one point, is that, after

 5 I had been hit, I decided that there might be some more

 6 stuff coming my way so I ducked my head down, and I put

 7 my head between my legs and put my hands over my ears

 8 because the screaming had started, and I didn't want to

 9 hear it.

10 So when I had my head between my knees, is that the

11 woman next to me said to me, "Are you okay?" I got up

12 and I said that I was okay. Then we tried to ascertain

13 as to how people were who were standing in front of us.

14 There were a group of people who were standing in

15 front of us and, in fact, there was one of the

16 passengers who was getting very, very hysterical. He

17 was shouting out that he was autistic and that he needed

18 help. Other passengers a little bit further up from

19 where I was sitting, it appeared that some of those

20 might have been injured, but straight in front of me at

21 that particular moment there wasn't anybody who appeared

22 to be injured with having major injuries.

23 Q. Thank you. You've told us how, immediately after the

24 explosion, it was completely black, we know from other

25 evidence, Mr MacDonald, there was a great deal of dirt
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 1 and soot and you were suffering also from the fact you

 2 had the effects of the blast in your eyes and glass over

 3 your head and hair.

 4 Do you recollect there being any sort of light in

 5 your end of the carriage, either from lights in the

 6 carriage or from maintenance lights on the tunnel wall?

 7 A. At that stage, no.

 8 Q. How were you able to see the passengers around you?

 9 A. To begin with, no, because there were bits of paper, but

10 at the time I didn't know there were bits of paper. It

11 was more than surreal because it was black, but there

12 were little bits of things floating in the air, and

13 I wasn't very sure what they were.

14 Also was the difficulty in trying to breathe and

15 look and trying to make sense of what was happening.

16 Q. Of course.

17 A. But what was happening was that you could get a gasp of

18 air lower down if you put your head down lower into the

19 carriage because all of the smoke was further up in the

20 carriage, but you couldn't see.

21 So to begin with, I wasn't aware of any light coming

22 in from any direction.

23 Q. But subsequently?

24 A. Subsequently, we looked after the person who was saying

25 that he was autistic and that he needed help, so that
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 1 the passengers in front of me, and particularly the lady

 2 who was sitting next to me, together with another woman,

 3 calmed down the person who was autistic, because he was

 4 getting very, very agitated and hysterical and starting

 5 to shout and scream.

 6 Q. Mr MacDonald, may I pause you there, I'm sorry to

 7 interrupt. You must try to bear with me, if you can,

 8 because we have a whole range of issues that we want to

 9 ask you about and I will come to the question of that

10 lad, James Mathiason, in a moment.

11 A. Okay.

12 Q. One of the issues in these proceedings is the light that

13 was available after the explosion and the emergency

14 systems in place. The reason I ask, to assist you, is,

15 in your evidence to the London Assembly, you did say

16 that you recollected very early on the existence or

17 presence of a maintenance light on the tunnel wall.

18 A. Okay.

19 Q. So may I just ask you the question again? And bear with

20 me, please. If I unfairly interrupt your flow of

21 evidence, my Lady will naturally correct me.

22 Do you recollect there being a maintenance light on

23 the tunnel wall coming on and assisting you in the way

24 in which you were able to see your fellow passengers?

25 A. To begin with, I didn't know where the light -- there
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 1 was a dim glow but, to begin with, I didn't know where

 2 it was coming from. There was, once the air had

 3 cleared. So to begin with, there wasn't, but when the

 4 air started to clear, there was a glow coming in from

 5 the inside of the tunnel, yes.

 6 Q. Thank you.

 7 A. Then to carry on, the point about the light --

 8 Q. Yes, may I put the question?

 9 A. Yes, go on.

10 Q. Do you recollect, at that stage, there being the

11 presence of an adjacent train, a train on the other

12 track?

13 A. To begin with, I wasn't aware of that.

14 Q. When did you become aware of the train?

15 A. I became aware of the train because, if we're looking on

16 a time line, is that the people in the train next to us

17 started to scream and they were getting hysterical.

18 I could hear them.

19 Q. Yes, I want to ask you about that. Could you see any

20 reason why the people on the other train had become

21 hysterical when, of course, the bomb had been in your

22 train?

23 A. No, I couldn't, really. Is that I just thought that --

24 I didn't know what had happened further down the

25 carriage at that stage, so that, you know, this is all
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 1 with hindsight now.

 2 Q. Of course.

 3 A. Is that when you -- in that particular situation, is

 4 that, no, I hadn't got a clue what had happened further

 5 down. I had an idea, but I didn't know.

 6 Q. In your account to the London Assembly, you told that

 7 committee that, at around about the same time as you

 8 became aware of the other train, people near you, in

 9 your carriage, left by a trackside door.

10 A. Mm-hmm.

11 Q. Firstly, please, is that recollection correct? It's

12 obviously extremely difficult after this amount of time.

13 A. No, that is perfectly correct, yes.

14 Q. By which side of the carriage did they leave?

15 A. If you have the diagram --

16 Q. INQ10282 [INQ10282-8], please.

17 A. If you can see where I'm sitting and if you look at the

18 double door in front of me, that's where people started

19 to leave the train from.

20 Q. Door D8, if you see in the bottom right-hand corner?

21 A. Yes.

22 Q. So we take it that that was the door between the

23 carriage and the tunnel wall?

24 A. Correct, yes.

25 Q. How many people, Mr MacDonald, do you recollect leaving
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 1 by that door?

 2 A. Everybody who was standing in front of me and everybody

 3 in my end of the carriage as well as the people who were

 4 standing in front of me. How many? Let me think.

 5 About a dozen, maybe more.

 6 Q. Did you see them filing down the space between the

 7 carriage and the wall?

 8 A. Yes, they were going out of the carriage to the side,

 9 somebody was helping them out, and I was getting

10 prepared to go with them.

11 Q. We know from your earlier witness statements that you

12 did not go with them because you went down the carriage

13 to help.

14 I must ask you about this, please: do you recollect

15 going down the carriage -- we'll come to what you did in

16 a moment, but do you recollect going down the carriage

17 on your own or with somebody else?

18 A. What happened was that, when I stood up and I was going

19 to go and leave the carriage, I came across

20 Jason Rennie, and Jason -- I asked him was he okay,

21 because people were generally asking "Are you okay? Are

22 you okay?", and checking out if everybody was all right.

23 Jason said that he was okay, but what about the people

24 who were further down the other end?

25 I also saw a man who had been standing up who had
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 1 a severe laceration along his cheek, and I decided that,

 2 from seeing the state of him and knowing what had

 3 happened, that I needed to go down and help the people

 4 regardless of what consequence to myself, down at the

 5 other end of the carriage, you know, what was going to

 6 happen down there.

 7 Q. Of course. May I ask you this? We've heard of course

 8 from Mr Rennie and he can't recollect walking down with

 9 you, but of course recollects you near the crater, to

10 which I'll come in a moment.

11 A. No, he didn't.

12 Q. He didn't walk down with you?

13 A. No, he didn't.

14 Q. In your evidence to the London Assembly, you give a very

15 moving and cogent account about how, as we'll see in

16 a moment, you fell into a hole in the floor.

17 A. Mm-hmm.

18 Q. You describe how Mr Rennie was the man --

19 A. No, he wasn't. Mr Rennie wasn't the man who pulled me

20 out, no.

21 Q. Do you know the name of the man who pulled you out?

22 A. No.

23 Q. All right. In your statement that you gave very

24 recently to Mr Smith, who's the solicitor to these

25 inquests and Mr Suter, you describe how, as you went
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 1 down the carriage, you followed Mr Rennie, who was

 2 helping the injured and checking bodies on the floor for

 3 a pulse:

 4 "When we were satisfied that they were dead, we

 5 moved on to helping those who were seriously injured."

 6 Do you recollect, in fact, stopping with Mr Rennie

 7 to check on people as you walked down the carriage?

 8 A. No, no, no, is that -- that -- not down the carriage, it

 9 was at the end of the carriage. We both got down there

10 independently. When I got down to the end, and had

11 fallen through the hole, and I had been lifted out the

12 hole, then I saw Jason.

13 So let's -- if we look -- so if we look --

14 Q. Mr MacDonald, I'm going to take to you the exactitude of

15 what you saw in a moment at the end of the carriage.

16 A. Okay.

17 Q. Before we get there, though, may I just ask you about

18 what befell you as you moved down the carriage? Because

19 we've heard some evidence about how the explosive forces

20 in the carriage moved manhole covers in the floor.

21 In your account that you gave to the police, you

22 describe how you fell down a hole in the floor that you

23 couldn't see.

24 A. Mm-hmm.

25 Q. Do we take it that that wasn't the hole which, of
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 1 course, was the hole formed by the explosion --

 2 A. No, no.

 3 Q. -- but a hole further up the carriage?

 4 A. Correct, correct.

 5 Q. Did you fall through the hole entirely or not?

 6 A. Thank God, I didn't, no. Is that, in front of that, you

 7 have to bear in mind that I couldn't see anything, it

 8 was completely dark and, as I started to walk up the

 9 centre of the carriage, the floor was very sticky.

10 I was having difficulty just getting my feet off the

11 floor to walk. And also, in the middle of the carriage,

12 I couldn't see what was on the floor, and I kept on

13 falling over. I was then trying to crawl along the

14 seats because progress along the centre of the carriage

15 was inhibited by things that were on the floor.

16 But I did get into -- at the end of the -- of that

17 carriage, there was something in the middle, I had to

18 climb over, and that's when I fell down the hole in the

19 floor feet first. I didn't go right through it. I got

20 stuck with my arms like that, there and there, one on

21 either side, and I had a bag with me on my shoulder, and

22 that got stuck between my arm and the hole, and in that

23 way I just about managed to hold myself from the rail

24 beneath it.

25 Q. It may have been due to the exigencies of writing to the
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 1 press, but we know from a letter that you wrote to

 2 The Guardian that you described how you stumbled and

 3 nearly fell through the hole and were helped back to

 4 your feet.

 5 So that we can be precisely clear about the extent

 6 to which you fell through, because you gave a very

 7 detailed account to the London Assembly about how --

 8 A. Correct, yes.

 9 Q. -- you were left, in effect, stranded in the hole for

10 some time, thinking that you were on your own and that

11 you could die.

12 A. Correct.

13 Q. So may I ask you, which of those two versions is

14 correct?

15 A. The letter I wrote to The Guardian was about

16 24 or 23 July 2005, and that part of that letter was --

17 it was not true. The hole -- I didn't fall all the way

18 through it, so that, when I gave my account to the

19 London Assembly, yes, that version is correct.

20 Q. The man whom you described to the London Assembly as

21 being, I think, a Gabriel figure, came to your rescue?

22 A. No, I described him -- is that, when I got out of the

23 hole, that I had been left -- I was dangling there, yes,

24 I was, I was dangling there, and that it was completely

25 black.
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 1 Q. But a man came to help you out --

 2 A. Correct, because --

 3 Q. -- by lifting you up by your armpits?

 4 A. -- when I just about realised that my strength was going

 5 to give out and I was going to hit the live rail, I just

 6 thought I'd better do something a bit more about this,

 7 and shouted out for help, and then somebody pulled me

 8 out of the hole.

 9 Q. I've asked you already about whether or not you stopped

10 on the way down the carriage to check any of the people

11 who were lying on the floor, and you've told us how

12 that, in fact, came later when you were nearer the

13 crater.

14 A. Mm-hmm, yes.

15 Q. The reason that I ask you, and it's very important that

16 we understand the position and the state of everybody

17 who was in the carriage.

18 A. Mm-hmm.

19 Q. But most importantly of all, the deceased.

20 A. Yes.

21 Q. In your letter to The Guardian, you also went on to say:

22 "I thought I was walking on passengers' bags ..."

23 That is, of course, your description about how

24 difficult it was to get down the carriage:

25 "... but they were in fact bodies and I tried to see
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 1 if any were alive but they gave no response."

 2 I'm sure the error was not yours, but it gives the

 3 perhaps mistaken impression that you were checking for

 4 life and signs of life as you moved down the carriage.

 5 A. No, that's incorrect, no.

 6 Q. Right. As you walked down the carriage, you did not, in

 7 fact, stop to check for signs of life?

 8 A. No.

 9 Q. Right. When you got closer -- and if we can look at the

10 diagram and perhaps we could have [INQ10282-9], you can

11 see there, Mr MacDonald, a different schematic diagram

12 showing the seats in greater clarity and the location of

13 the bomb marked by the red "X".

14 A. Right, yes.

15 Q. You, of course, were moving from the right of this

16 screen to the left.

17 A. Yes.

18 Q. Can you just tell us very roughly where you think the

19 manhole was through which you fell?

20 A. I think it was -- it was just where David Gardner was at

21 the side of it, just about where 26, 25, in front of

22 there, in the centre.

23 Q. Thank you. Right. If we could have on the screen

24 [INQ8551-2], we'll see here a plan that you helpfully

25 prepared for the police. It is, of course, necessarily
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 1 a rougher plan, but we can see that you've marked on the

 2 left-hand side "hole in floor which I half fell down",

 3 and that is precisely where you have just indicated on

 4 the map. It was in front of the end of that bank of

 5 seats.

 6 A. Yes.

 7 Q. With that in mind, tell us, please, how extensive the

 8 hole was, the crater, into which Mr Brewster had fallen.

 9 A. That was completely different.

10 Q. It is, but I ask you because it's marked on your map.

11 A. Yes, the -- okay. I didn't do a scale drawing.

12 Q. No, you weren't expected to. It's to aid your

13 recollection, Mr MacDonald.

14 A. Okay, is that the hole in which Mr Brewster had been

15 blown into was massive. It occupied the whole of -- the

16 whole area where the double door platform was and it

17 went into the area of the central aisle.

18 So you're saying -- so, well, I would say perhaps it

19 was about a third of the width of the carriage.

20 Q. Thank you, yes, and it obviously extended, as we can see

21 from your diagram --

22 A. And the hole was -- at the side where David Gardner was,

23 there was a little ledge and that there was -- it

24 probably came inside about -- let me think -- about --

25 just about the width of this box, a little bit wider at
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 1 the side.

 2 Q. All right.

 3 A. The shape of it, as it got nearer the end, was a bit

 4 wider. At some parts, it was this width, and then it

 5 got wider towards the end of the -- where the double

 6 door should have been. But, also, it had -- parts of

 7 the floor were blown upwards and some of them were blown

 8 downwards. So you had the large sheet of aluminium that

 9 was going into the hole from the centre of the carriage,

10 was a very large jagged sheet and, if you have

11 a photograph of it, you will see that it's my footprint

12 that has skidded down one side of that.

13 Q. All right. Thank you. That's extremely helpful.

14 We can see that you marked on the plan also, on the

15 far right-hand corner, the top right-hand corner,

16 "Position of man, no shirt". We think it says "no

17 shirt"?

18 A. Yes, yes.

19 Q. Is that a reference to --

20 A. That's the reference to where Jason was.

21 Q. Because he'd taken his shirt off, as we've heard.

22 A. Jason had taken his shirt off.

23 Q. To assist?

24 A. David Gardner.

25 Q. Yes. We can also see that you've marked on the plan
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 1 with four straight lines the positions of a number of

 2 deceased.

 3 A. Two of those are wrong. I don't think there were any

 4 bodies at the far end.

 5 Q. Can we take it bit by bit?

 6 A. All right.

 7 Q. If you imagine that you were standing where the manhole

 8 is and you were looking towards the front of the

 9 carriage --

10 A. What are we calling the front, where the train --

11 Q. Direction of travel, because you have marked the plan

12 yourself as having a direction of travel downwards.

13 You were looking down the carriage in the direction

14 of the travel. Can you tell us now where you think the

15 deceased whom you saw were located?

16 A. They were located on the floor in the area where the

17 crater was.

18 Q. Right. Could you actually see any deceased or people

19 who may have appeared to have been dead further down the

20 carriage in the area of the first set of double doors?

21 Because this plan indicates that they may have been

22 there, but this is what I want to press you on.

23 A. I'm not -- I don't think they were. I think I got that

24 wrong --

25 Q. What about in the middle?
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 1 A. I have got confused because there were lots of -- there

 2 were lots of baggages on the floor there, but I don't

 3 think that there were dead bodies there.

 4 Q. Right. Can you recollect whether anybody was lying in

 5 between the two banks of seats which is on this plan the

 6 first square lying longitudinally to the direction of

 7 travel?

 8 A. Round the corner from where Mr Brewster was?

 9 Q. Yes.

10 A. There was a huge hole there. I don't recollect that

11 there was -- there might have been, I'm not totally

12 sure. I don't think so.

13 Q. Right.

14 A. That body might have been on the other side. But

15 I can't swear categorically that, you know, that is the

16 case.

17 Q. So when you said in your statement that there were

18 bodies all over the floor, in truth we can concentrate

19 upon the persons who were in that second set of double

20 doors area?

21 A. I think so, yes.

22 Q. Right. You also describe in your statement how you

23 thought there were people outside on the track, bodies

24 outside on the track. Do you recollect there being

25 anybody outside at this stage?
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 1 A. I thought there might have been bodies because there

 2 was -- Sandip was out at the side of the track.

 3 I wasn't sure whether there was a body there. I can't

 4 categorically state that I saw a body out there.

 5 Q. I understand. That's very helpful, because, of course,

 6 we must concentrate on what you recollect seeing rather

 7 than on what you might have ascertained later.

 8 A. Yes.

 9 Q. We know from your statement that you went over to

10 Mr Brewster. We know from other evidence that he held

11 out an arm and called for help to Mr Rennie, and I want

12 to ask you: in what state or condition was Mr Brewster

13 when you first approached him?

14 A. Let me put it in the context. Is that, when I came out

15 of my hole and I saw Jason looking and putting the

16 tourniquet on David, when Jason stood up, he asked me to

17 go and check who was dead and who wasn't dead. After we

18 had done that, Jason pointed to Mr Brewster and he said,

19 "Would you look after him?" Mr Brewster was not making

20 any noises. Mr Brewster was looking in front of him.

21 Q. Thank you. Mr Rennie has told us how before he said to

22 you, "Can you please look after the man we know to be

23 Mr Brewster", he had tried to help Mr Brewster out of

24 the crater together with another man by pulling his arm,

25 one arm each. Do you recollect that or was that --
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 1 might that have occurred when you were in the manhole?

 2 A. That occurred when I was in my little hole, is that

 3 I didn't witness that, no.

 4 Q. The impression gained from your statement is that, when

 5 you were with Mr Brewster, although he didn't speak, he

 6 was able to respond to your attempts to talk to him by

 7 using his eyes and looking back at you.

 8 A. Correct.

 9 Q. How long do you estimate he was in that state for, in

10 that condition?

11 A. From the moment that I was asked to look after him until

12 the moment he died, I would say it would be 40 minutes.

13 Q. In your statement, you describe how he was blinking his

14 eyes. Did that ability to blink his eyes and to look at

15 you remain with him until the end?

16 A. Yes. Is that he was aware of what was happening. He

17 was aware of what I was saying to him, and that he also,

18 at the same time as that he was doing that, he was

19 actually slipping down the hole.

20 Q. We understand that you were unable to get right up to

21 Mr Brewster because of the jagged metal around the

22 crater and I'll come back to that in a moment. But one

23 of your statements describes how, because you couldn't

24 get near him on the inside of the carriage, you went out

25 of the carriage and along the track in order to be able
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 1 to then lean in the door?

 2 A. Well, before that, I actually tried to -- whilst I was

 3 still in the carriage, after Jason had asked me to look

 4 after him, Jason, by that stage, was -- he was in a bad

 5 way because he was full of shrapnel, and Jason found it

 6 very difficult to stand up, so Jason disappeared to the

 7 end of the carriage because he could do no more.

 8 That, at that stage, whilst I was standing next to

 9 David Gardner on the little rim, on the edge of the

10 crater, is that I thought that I would get down into the

11 crater to see if I could give Stanley some water from my

12 bottle because I had just given some to David. That was

13 when I -- I started to get down into the hole but

14 I slipped, and that the -- inside the crater, there were

15 some very, very large thick pieces sticking up with

16 large points on them, and that, if I had carried on

17 doing that, I would have stuck myself on one of those,

18 so I retreated from that. And then I thought that

19 I might jump from the centre of the carriage into the

20 hole, but that was being a bit rash because I would have

21 impaled myself on something on the other side of it.

22 So I gave that up as a bad idea and I decided that

23 I'd better go back the way I came to see if I could get

24 round to the other side on the trackside.

25 Q. So you went back to carriage 3?
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 1 A. No, I'm staying in the same carriage.

 2 Q. You didn't go outside carriage 2?

 3 A. No I stayed in the carriage.

 4 Q. And you got out of the door?

 5 A. And I went back the way I came, down the middle. When

 6 I got to the end of there, I wanted to get out and that

 7 there was a man standing there. And he cupped his hand

 8 to make a step for me to exit the carriage, which I did,

 9 and then I walked down to where Stanley was.

10 Q. Which side of the carriage did you walk down?

11 A. I walked down the trackside. There's only one side that

12 you could walk down, on the outside.

13 Q. Was the other train, though, there?

14 A. The train -- the other train was there, parked up.

15 Q. There was room for you to get down between the two?

16 A. No, no, is that the other train that was parked -- if we

17 look --

18 Q. We have the train --

19 A. Here's the train, here's the carriage. Is that this is

20 the tunnel, this is the trackside here, the other train

21 is parked here.

22 Q. I might be able to help you here, Mr MacDonald --

23 A. Okay.

24 Q. -- because, if we look at [INQ10282-10], you will see

25 there the two trains, the train with which we're
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 1 primarily concerned is, of course, the one on the bottom

 2 of the plan --

 3 A. Yes.

 4 Q. -- and which contains the bombed carriage. The other

 5 train is going the other way. The red hatching is the

 6 point of the second carriage before the train stopped

 7 moving, the point of the explosion. So put that to one

 8 side.

 9 A. Okay.

10 Q. We are concerned now, of course, with what you were

11 doing in the second carriage --

12 A. Yes.

13 Q. -- after the train had stopped. But the plan shows --

14 and we have no reason to doubt the accuracy of this

15 plan -- that the trains were next to each other at that

16 second carriage point. So you must have walked down

17 between the two trains?

18 A. No, I didn't.

19 Q. All right.

20 A. I walked along the side of the tunnel.

21 Q. Did you perhaps then walk on the other side of the

22 carriage away from the tracks between the carriage and

23 the tunnel wall?

24 A. Yes.

25 Q. Right. When you got back adjacent to Mr Brewster, you

52

Hearing transcripts – 9 November 2010 – Afternoon session

Reproduced courtesy of www.independent.gov.uk/7julyinquests

PDF print version produced & hosted by J7: The July 7th Truth Campaign - www.julyseventh.co.uk



 1 didn't climb back into the carriage, that was impossible

 2 from the wreckage.

 3 A. No.

 4 Q. Did you then stay there and lean in and try to continue

 5 talking to him from that point?

 6 A. Yes. What I did was that I tried to lean in from the

 7 side of the carriage to give Mr Brewster some water, but

 8 I couldn't reach, I couldn't get far enough, I couldn't

 9 reach far enough to give him any water.

10 Q. At the time that you went back down the carriage to see

11 what you could do for Mr Brewster and continued speaking

12 to him, what was the position of David Gardner?

13 A. David was lying there and I was talking to him. David

14 was in a lot of pain. David was -- he was -- he was

15 talkative and that I was giving him water, and -- but at

16 that moment in time, I was trying to rationalise what do

17 I do, because I was on my own, and there was nobody else

18 there. So I rationalised that, you know, we knew the

19 people who were dead, that David Gardner was talking,

20 I thought "He's okay", is that The man who isn't talking

21 I really had better concentrate on him and see what

22 I can do to help him.

23 Q. When giving evidence to the London Assembly, you made

24 mention around this stage that you recollect Mr Rennie

25 checking on other people in the carriage.
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 1 A. No, he had done that beforehand.

 2 Q. He had done that before.

 3 A. We did all that before I came out of the carriage.

 4 Q. At the same place, in fact, in your account, you

 5 describe how, before you had gone out of the carriage

 6 and along and leaning back in to see Mr Brewster, you

 7 had been left on your own with Mr Brewster in the crater

 8 and Mr Gardner alongside you for some 15 minutes.

 9 A. But that came later on, that's a bit further on.

10 Q. Let me ask you this: certainly before you went outside

11 the carriage, you were in the carriage with Mr Rennie,

12 we've heard from a Mr Meisuria.

13 A. Yes.

14 Q. We know there was Mr Bourbrook there as well, and we'll

15 hear from Mr Pantling. Is it your recollection that

16 there were, in fact, a number of people attempting to

17 help whilst you were in the carriage yourself?

18 A. They weren't helping Stanley, no, and they weren't

19 helping David, no. Is that they could have been, but it

20 was dark, I didn't see them. They could well have been,

21 yes. They could have been further up the carriage. I'm

22 aware also that there were people at the back of the

23 carriage who were helping people. But you have to

24 understand we were in the dark, there was no light, you

25 couldn't see.
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 1 We'll go back to the point about there was light

 2 coming from the maintenance lamp on the tunnel wall, but

 3 that was more of a -- it wasn't a light, it was more of

 4 a dim glow.

 5 Q. Right. When Mr Smith and Mr Suter came to take

 6 a further statement, because your first statement was

 7 very short, the one taken by the Metropolitan Police --

 8 A. Yes.

 9 Q. -- you gave an account of how, whilst you were standing

10 by the side of the carriage and leaning in, members of

11 the public and passengers had walked down behind you,

12 down the tunnel wall, and you had endeavoured to ask

13 them to assist you to look after Mr Brewster.

14 A. That's correct, yes.

15 Q. May I ask you this, please? You describe how, in your

16 desperation, you begged people to stop to ask them to

17 help you lift Stanley out of the hole, but from what

18 I can understand from the evidence and the description

19 of the metal, there was no realistic prospect of you

20 being able to lift Mr Brewster out of the hole once you

21 were outside the carriage?

22 A. No, that you would have had to -- yes, I had worked out

23 you would have to get underneath the carriage to lift

24 him. I couldn't do it on my own. That's why, if I

25 thought I could do it on my own, I would have done, but
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 1 you'd have had to have got underneath the carriage, you

 2 would have had to be very careful that you didn't get

 3 yourself on a live rail, and that you would have needed

 4 two people, one on either side of him. That is why

 5 I was asking somebody "Help", someone to come along and

 6 help me on the other side and lift Stanley. I did more

 7 than -- I was begging people, you know, I actually did

 8 say "This is my brother, can you help me?"

 9 Q. Did anybody stop?

10 A. No.

11 Q. You describe in the same statement how, at the same

12 time, a member of London Underground staff came past as

13 well.

14 A. That's correct.

15 Q. You supposed that he was the driver?

16 A. He said he was the driver and I asked him would he help

17 me, he didn't say anything, he just disappeared.

18 Q. Was that whilst you were still outside the carriage and

19 Mr Brewster was still alive in the crater and you were

20 still trying to talk to him?

21 A. Correct.

22 Q. The reason that I ask is that in your first statement to

23 the Metropolitan Police you give an account of a member

24 of staff, a member of London Underground, arriving with

25 a bib and a lamp and on the track and this was after --
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 1 A. But that was much later on.

 2 Q. Much later on?

 3 A. Yes.

 4 Q. There's no recollection in your first statement, but it

 5 may be because it was very short, of a driver appearing

 6 whilst Mr Brewster was still alive.

 7 A. No, that's correct.

 8 Q. But you think he was a driver?

 9 A. I think he said he was the driver.

10 Q. Where did he go?

11 A. I don't know.

12 Q. Did anybody else come past you, other than passengers

13 going in the opposite direction to the Edgware Road

14 platform?

15 A. No, the -- later on, that was the point where I was with

16 them for 15 minutes on my own, and at one point after

17 that 15 minutes, the man who said he was the driver, he

18 reappeared. I asked him again would he help me, and he

19 muttered something and then he disappeared again.

20 But by that time, that Stanley was slipping further

21 down the hole, and that my -- the water bottle I had had

22 run out. Also, that the -- it was quite apparent that

23 no help was going to arrive. So that David I was

24 feeding water as well as myself, and we were putting it

25 into our eyes because our eyes had been dried out by the
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 1 fireball.

 2 So I decided that it was a totally and utterly

 3 desperate situation --

 4 Q. Of course.

 5 A. -- and that I needed to do something else. To be quite

 6 honest with you, I didn't really want to be there.

 7 I would have rather been somewhere else, but I decided

 8 that, because I had actually decided to see if I could

 9 help people, I thought I'd better get on with it.

10 So I shouted for help, and that "Could I have

11 a bottle of water?". So one of the windows in the

12 carriage next to us was smashed and someone threw

13 a bottle of water over.

14 Q. Was that the water that you then gave to David Gardner?

15 A. More water for David and again tried to see if I could

16 give Stanley some water.

17 Q. But could you reach?

18 A. I still couldn't reach, but all the time is that I was

19 reassuring Stanley that -- not to worry, that help was

20 on its way and I continued to do that, and I wanted to

21 check was he aware of what was going on, and that I said

22 to him that, you know, "Look at my jacket". I had

23 a cream jacket which the light picked up in the

24 darkness, so I kept on pointing to that and I said "Keep

25 on looking at me, look at my jacket, and listen to me",
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 1 which he did.

 2 Q. How long do you think elapsed whilst you were leaning in

 3 the carriage door and trying to help Mr Brewster?

 4 A. I would say that that must have been about 37 minutes,

 5 35 to 37 minutes.

 6 Q. There is some suggestion in the media, in the press

 7 reporting at the time and an article, in fact, in the

 8 Nottingham Evening Post, to the effect that this passage

 9 of time was less than that, about 15 minutes. Are you

10 sure it was as long as 35 minutes?

11 A. I'm positive.

12 Q. Did you stay with Mr Brewster throughout, Mr MacDonald,

13 until the moment at which he died?

14 A. Briefly, is at one point I went down -- I had left him,

15 right at the beginning, when I've given him some water

16 and David some water, I walked down the side of the

17 track to see if I could get some help, but there was

18 someone standing there and he said you can't go past

19 here, you have to wait here for help.

20 So that the only time I left him was for about three

21 or four minutes.

22 Q. I'm sorry to press you because, as I say, we've received

23 a number of accounts and we must get to the right one.

24 The evidence to the London Assembly seemed to indicate

25 that you'd stayed with Mr Brewster throughout and,
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 1 indeed, you'd helped somebody else -- you'd asked

 2 somebody else to help you take the weight of Mr Gardner

 3 whose weight you were carrying as well.

 4 A. No. Mr Gardner, no, Mr Gardner was lying on the floor.

 5 Q. Yes, but you describe how you assisted to try to take

 6 some of his weight; no?

 7 A. No, that's incorrect. Is that the only person --

 8 Q. What about Mr Brewster?

 9 A. I asked people who were walking past to give me a hand

10 to assist me with Mr Brewster, not --

11 Q. Were you able to hold Mr Brewster?

12 A. No.

13 Q. You were too far away to give him water, so you must

14 have been too far away to be able to hold him?

15 A. No, I could have got underneath the carriage. Later on,

16 we'll come to that, shall we?

17 Q. In your statement, you describe how a passenger helped

18 you out of the carriage and you asked if you could walk

19 down the track. The discussion then took place about

20 you staying where you were. But you say that, when you

21 walked back to the hole, back to the crater, the man in

22 the hole had now been moved onto the track, which would

23 seem to indicate that was at the end that you left and,

24 when you came back, he had been moved?

25 A. No, that's incorrect.
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 1 Q. That's incorrect?

 2 A. That's incorrect. Is that the only time that I left

 3 Mr Brewster was for the time when I walked down from the

 4 first point to go down to see if I could get some help,

 5 then I walked back. There was no other time then, until

 6 his death, that I left the side of the carriage.

 7 Q. After the water was passed through, do you recollect

 8 a gentleman coming from the adjacent train, after the

 9 window was smashed, and lowering Mr Brewster to the

10 track?

11 A. Yes, what happened was that, because I had been

12 successful in getting some water from the people in the

13 other train, that I thought that -- and that

14 David Gardner, he was in more pain, visibly in more

15 pain, in a great deal of discomfort, and that

16 Mr Brewster was slipping down into -- further into the

17 hole, is that -- and that no help was arriving from

18 anywhere, I decided that I would shout out to see --

19 I shouted out, you know, for a medic, "I need a first

20 aider", and fortunately, that seemed to have the desired

21 effect, because very shortly after that the -- I heard

22 smashing of glass down at the further end of my carriage

23 and then somebody appeared at my side.

24 Q. Do you know the name of that person?

25 A. Yes, that name was Tim Coulson.
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 1 Q. Tim Coulson, together with another man --

 2 A. Together with -- Tim with another man, Sandip, that they

 3 asked what to do, I said could they take the body weight

 4 of Stanley, and I asked them to do that, they both got

 5 underneath the carriage, and they took Stanley's body

 6 weight.

 7 Q. We will be hearing evidence from Mr Coulson in due

 8 course, and from Mr Pantling, how they applied

 9 a tourniquet, attempted to apply a tourniquet with a red

10 tie to assist Mr Brewster, but if I may put it in this

11 way, although you were there alongside the carriage when

12 Mr Brewster passed away, he did not do so in your arms

13 or certainly --

14 A. No.

15 Q. -- you weren't holding him at that time?

16 A. No, I never held him. He was held -- he died being held

17 by Tim Coulson and Sandip.

18 Q. Do you remember Mr Pantling?

19 A. I can't recollect.

20 Q. All right.

21 A. But what happened was that, when you asked me about

22 Tim Coulson arriving, he did arrive.

23 Q. He did.

24 A. The first thing he did was he took a book and he put it

25 under David Gardner's head.
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 1 Q. We'll hear about that from Mr Coulson.

 2 A. Then, is that what he did was that he and Sandip took

 3 hold of Mr Brewster, they took his body weight, and they

 4 started to lower him down the hole.

 5 It was at that point that Mr Brewster closed his

 6 eyes. As they were lowering him further down, Tim was

 7 shouting out his pulse and his pulse was gradually

 8 getting weaker and weaker until it finally stopped.

 9 Q. Thank you. I want to ask you about two further things,

10 if I may. We've heard evidence about how Mr Gardner

11 came to be removed and I needn't trouble you with that.

12 You describe in your evidence to the London Assembly

13 how, at some point, you left Mr Brewster to walk down

14 the carriage with Mr Rennie to calm down a number of

15 other passengers. May I ask you shortly about that?

16 We've heard from Mr Rennie who can't recollect that.

17 At which point -- that's all, please, I want to ask --

18 do you think that happened?

19 A. That happened after Mr Brewster had died, that what had

20 happened -- sorry.

21 Q. Just the time, please, Mr MacDonald, it's very

22 important, it was after Mr Brewster had died?

23 A. After, yes. It was after.

24 Q. Then I needn't trouble you with that. The second point

25 I want to ask you is this: although not in your
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 1 statement, in your evidence to the London Assembly you

 2 describe a number of firemen on the concourse at

 3 Edgware Road as you came up to station level. You

 4 describe how they were outside, I think, on the

 5 pavement, and I want to ask you this, did you speak to

 6 them yourself?

 7 A. I was too angry to speak to them.

 8 Q. We understand from your account to the London Assembly

 9 that you were angry because they hadn't, of course --

10 those particular firemen hadn't been down in the

11 carriage, they were up at the station level.

12 Did you, yourself, attempt to get any explanation

13 from them as to why they were at station level rather

14 than down on the platform?

15 A. No, I didn't, but I don't think that -- they were

16 correct not to come down there, because there was no

17 point in them putting their lives at risk, because they

18 had no proper equipment for them to use to help us, no

19 equipment existed for them to do their job safely.

20 So --

21 Q. Did you discuss the matter of equipment with them, or

22 was this something that you have ascertained

23 subsequently?

24 A. It's something I have ascertained afterwards, obviously

25 that I'd had a lot of time to think about why they
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 1 weren't doing it. It wasn't because they didn't want to

 2 do it. It was because it would make no sense if another

 3 bomb had gone off to have them as further casualties.

 4 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Sorry, I think the transcript has you

 5 as saying "I don't think they were correct not to come

 6 down". From what you're saying, Mr MacDonald, I think

 7 the transcript should read I don't think they were

 8 incorrect. It's probably two negatives, but I think

 9 that's what you are saying. You're saying that you can

10 understand why they didn't come down?

11 A. Exactly, exactly.

12 MR KEITH: Thank you, my Lady.

13 A. I think that anybody who came down there and anybody who

14 helped was very, very courageous and very brave.

15 I don't think that -- for our delay down there, I don't

16 think that there is any one person or any group of

17 people who actually are to blame for that delay. The

18 only people who are to blame are the bomber and his

19 helpers.

20 MR KEITH: On that point, thank you very much, Mr MacDonald.

21 That has been most helpful.

22 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Ms Gallagher, I appreciate that it's

23 difficult for Mrs Brewster. Would you rather have a few

24 minutes just to take a few more instructions? I know

25 Mr Tibber has been going to speak to her. Or would you
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 1 rather just get this questioning over? It's entirely

 2 a matter for you.

 3 MS GALLAGHER: I think the Brewster family would rather get

 4 this questioning over, but I'll confirm.

 5 Questions by MS GALLAGHER

 6 MS GALLAGHER: Mr MacDonald, we've heard evidence from

 7 a number of witnesses today who assisted Mr Brewster in

 8 various ways, including yourself, and the family are

 9 very grateful to all of those who made those efforts.

10 So thank you on their behalf.

11 There's just a number of things I need to explore

12 with you. I won't be too long.

13 Firstly, you were asked earlier by Mr Keith about

14 the recent statement that you gave to the Inquest team

15 and paragraph 2 of that statement where you said:

16 "I followed Jason Rennie, who began helping the

17 injured and checking bodies on the floor for a pulse.

18 When we were satisfied that they were dead, we moved on

19 to helping those who were seriously injured."

20 Now although in the statement it appeared that that

21 was before you reached Mr Brewster, you've clarified in

22 evidence today that, in fact, that was later, is that

23 correct?

24 A. What happened was that the first thing that -- when

25 I came out of the hole with Jason, was to go round and
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 1 check the bodies on the floor, and then, whilst I was

 2 still in the carriage, Jason pointed to Mr Brewster and

 3 asked me to look after him, which I did straightaway.

 4 Q. Mr MacDonald, I appreciate that. What I'm just asking

 5 is, that paragraph, paragraph 2, refers to Jason Rennie

 6 checking bodies on the floor for a pulse. Now in fact

 7 we've heard evidence from Mr Rennie, who doesn't recall

 8 doing that, and in fact recalls a pulse only being

 9 checked on those bodies at a much later point. So all

10 I really want to know from you is, at any point, did you

11 check bodies for a pulse?

12 A. Yes, yes.

13 Q. When was that?

14 A. It was -- as I just said, is that I think that Jason is

15 misled or can't remember on that one.

16 Q. You say you checked some bodies for a pulse. Those four

17 bodies which we saw on the graph earlier with your

18 diagram that you had drawn, you've told us two of them,

19 you believe, are in the wrong place. It's [INQ8551-2].

20 Just looking at that graph, for the assistance of those

21 who have the document from the core bundle with the

22 numbers for the double doors, we know the double doors

23 closest to the bottom of the page, in the direction of

24 travel, are doors D1 and D2, and then the doors a little

25 further up beside the top body that you've marked are
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 1 doors D3 and D4.

 2 Can you recall, Mr MacDonald, which of those bodies

 3 you checked for a pulse?

 4 A. The ones that were where -- in the crater where

 5 Mr Brewster was.

 6 Q. So it's the first two on your diagram?

 7 A. Yes, I think that also -- yes. I think also, is that

 8 you have to remember that it was completely dark and we

 9 couldn't really see. We had to grapple on our hands and

10 knees, we had to put our hands over the bodies to find

11 out where the heads were.

12 Q. Mr MacDonald, I very much appreciate that. I may simply

13 have missed this. Could you just confirm the time at

14 which you checked the pulse, not the time but where in

15 the chronology that occurred?

16 A. Immediately after I got out of the crater.

17 Q. Just to clarify the chronology a little more, I'm just

18 trying to clarify what occurred before you reached

19 Mr Brewster. So we know you fell into the crater, into

20 the hole, we know you --

21 A. No, I didn't fall into the crater, I fell into an

22 inspection trap.

23 Q. I mean the smaller hole. You described it being

24 difficult to walk and you falling over, you described

25 crawling along the seats.
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 1 A. That was to get there.

 2 Q. You also checked these two bodies. This is all prior to

 3 reaching Mr Brewster?

 4 A. No, no, the bodies were not there, they were -- that --

 5 they were on my way up to where the crater was. We

 6 didn't check any bodies on the way up there, no. We

 7 checked --

 8 Q. So at a later point?

 9 A. I checked the bodies with Jason when I got to the --

10 after I got out of there, and Jason had finished putting

11 the tourniquet on David's leg, that's when we went to

12 check the bodies.

13 Q. Thank you.

14 A. Have I clarified that?

15 Q. I think that's sufficient. We've got it on the

16 transcript. You say that you were asked to assist with

17 Mr Brewster after you saw Jason putting the tourniquet

18 on David Gardner.

19 A. Yes, correct.

20 Q. That certainly assists. Now, you've described a number

21 of times the darkness that you were working in and

22 you've also described in answer to Mr Keith the

23 maintenance light. In your evidence to the Greater

24 London Assembly, in March 2006, you said:

25 "The maintenance light from the Tube wall threw
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 1 a soft beam of light on to Stan's face. All the other

 2 areas of the floor were dark with no light."

 3 Is that correct?

 4 A. That is correct. It was very bizarre how that happened,

 5 but that was because, the reason why that happened, is

 6 that, if you were to look at an end elevation of the

 7 carriage, or a side elevation of the carriage, and you

 8 draw a line from where the lamp is on the wall, you will

 9 see that the light would not have got through into the

10 carriage because of the shadow underneath where the

11 windows were, but where the bomb had --

12 Q. Mr MacDonald, could I just stop you there? I'm sorry.

13 The reason is: all I really need to know is whether

14 there was in spotlight, as you seem to describe it, on

15 Mr Brewster's face?

16 A. Yes, I'm just describing to you how it occurred.

17 Q. Certainly.

18 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Don't worry about the reason,

19 Mr MacDonald, I think Ms Gallagher knows what questions

20 she needs to ask for Mr Brewster's sake.

21 MS GALLAGHER: The important thing is you obviously had

22 a clear view of his face and upper torso although it was

23 dark elsewhere in the carriage?

24 A. Yes.

25 Q. Did he have any visible injuries to his face or to his
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 1 upper torso?

 2 A. I think he might have had some marks on his face, that

 3 he had looked as though he had -- his hair might -- was

 4 singed, but other than that, I don't recollect him

 5 having any major injuries on his face, no.

 6 Q. So minor injuries, if anything?

 7 A. Yes.

 8 Q. Thank you. You have described in your recent statement,

 9 at paragraphs 6 to 8, becoming frustrated and annoyed at

10 the lack of help from passengers when you were outside

11 and also the lack of help from a man you thought to be

12 the driver. Is that correct?

13 A. Correct.

14 Q. Throughout this time, Mr Brewster was alive?

15 A. Correct.

16 Q. The next issue I want to take you to briefly is the

17 timing of the assistance. You said in your evidence to

18 the GLA, at page 7, that you felt time was running out

19 for Mr Gardner because there was no first aid equipment,

20 no light and no communications, and you felt at that

21 stage you had been down there for an hour. Is that

22 still your assessment?

23 A. I felt that about Mr Gardner, but not about Mr Brewster.

24 Is that -- we have to get this correct. Is that, at one

25 point, when I was left on my own, that that was
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 1 a desperate situation for all of us, when I got the

 2 water, and that, yes, that time was running out for

 3 Mr Gardner, but that was a little bit later on.

 4 Q. I appreciate that, I'm just trying to place where --

 5 A. But I understood also, is that, before I shouted out for

 6 a medic or a first aider, I got the impression that

 7 Mr Brewster was aware that he was dying, that I could

 8 see that he wasn't concentrating as strongly as he had

 9 been at the start of it. I could see that his --

10 Q. Mr MacDonald, could I just ask you a number of brief

11 questions about that?

12 A. Yes, okay.

13 Q. You've described variously, you've described in

14 The Guardian letter, which you wrote very shortly after

15 the bombing, that there was one man who was with

16 Mr Brewster who lowered him onto the track, and that

17 Mr Brewster was looking at you when he died. More

18 recently, you've described there being at least two

19 people with him at that time --

20 A. Correct.

21 Q. -- which is correct?

22 A. The recent one. There were two people. The Guardian

23 statement was incorrect on that.

24 Q. Just one final thing, Mr MacDonald, you made a number of

25 recommendations to the Greater London Assembly. I'm not

72

Hearing transcripts – 9 November 2010 – Afternoon session

Reproduced courtesy of www.independent.gov.uk/7julyinquests

PDF print version produced & hosted by J7: The July 7th Truth Campaign - www.julyseventh.co.uk



 1 suggesting this is brought up on screen, but the

 2 reference is INQ9739-5. There were really about three

 3 issues: firstly, first aid equipment in the carriage,

 4 including breathing apparatus; secondly, lighting; and,

 5 thirdly, communications.

 6 Are they still the three most important lessons

 7 which you feel should be taken from your experience on

 8 that day?

 9 A. From my experience, that the lessons that we should have

10 been learning is that we need a different plan for the

11 London emergency plan. That obviously is what happened

12 on the day. I think that we need a plan B. I think

13 that the emergency services must have the proper

14 equipment to be able to come down and to help people in

15 a similar situation. I don't think that passengers on

16 London Underground or on any London Underground train in

17 London should be allowed to die in those kinds of

18 situations.

19 MS GALLAGHER: Mr MacDonald, that's extremely helpful. If

20 there is anything in more detail, you can, of course,

21 write to the Inquest team, but for my part, that's been

22 very useful, thank you.

23 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Right, I suspect that I will be asked

24 for a break, I don't know, can we complete

25 Mr MacDonald's evidence?
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 1 MR SAUNDERS: Can I assist, my Lady? I have no questions,

 2 thank you.

 3 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Thank you, Mr Saunders. Ah, there

 4 are no other questions.

 5 Mr MacDonald, you've obviously given a great deal of

 6 thought to everything that happened that day, and thank

 7 you very much for helping us. Thank you for all that

 8 you did to try to help your fellow passengers, and I'm

 9 sorry that we had to ask you to go through it again.

10 Please remember what Ms Gallagher has just said. If

11 anything occurs to you when you have left the

12 witness-box that you feel I ought to pursue or further

13 questions I ought to ask, please just contact Mr Smith

14 or Mr Suter and I'll make sure the questions are asked.

15 A. Thank you.

16 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Thank you very much. 15 minutes.

17 (3.45 pm)

18 (A short break)

19 (4.00 pm)

20 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Ms Gallagher, I understand how

21 distressing it must have been for the Brewster family.

22 Do they feel able to continue this afternoon?

23 MS GALLAGHER: Yes, they are very grateful for the offer of

24 more time. I understand you'd offered to finish for

25 today and have Mr Pantling tomorrow. In fact, the
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 1 family, Mrs Brewster in particular, would rather see

 2 today through and possibly Mrs Brewster won't be back

 3 tomorrow.

 4 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: I understand.

 5 MS GALLAGHER: So we'd rather conclude today, but we're very

 6 grateful for the offer. Thank you.

 7 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Yes, Mr Keith?

 8 MR KEITH: My Lady, may I invite to you call

 9 Anthony Pantling.

10 MR ANTHONY JOHN PANTLING (sworn)

11 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: I'm sorry we have had to keep you

12 waiting, Mr Pantling.

13 Questions by MR KEITH

14 MR KEITH: Good afternoon, Mr Pantling. Could you give the

15 court, for the record, your full name?

16 A. Anthony John Pantling.

17 Q. Mr Pantling, we know from your witness statement to the

18 police, dated 10 July 2005, that on Thursday,

19 7 July 2005, you came into King's Cross on a GNER train

20 and you then walked down to the Underground to catch

21 a Circle Line train westbound to Paddington.

22 A. That's correct.

23 Q. I think you let a Metropolitan Line train pass and then

24 you joined the Circle Line train that came afterwards.

25 Could you tell us, please, what you recollect of the
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 1 explosion after Edgware Road?

 2 A. Yes, I recall we'd just pulled out of Edgware Road and

 3 a train coming into the station was just coming past us,

 4 and, as it passed, there was a very loud bang.

 5 Q. Were you towards the end of the first carriage, which

 6 was the carriage you were in and, therefore, near to the

 7 second carriage?

 8 A. Yes, the -- there were the double doors coming into the

 9 first carriage, there were some seats to the left and

10 I was immediately to the right.

11 Q. What was the effect of the bang, as far as you could

12 see, on both the interconnecting door and the glass

13 around you?

14 A. Well, I couldn't see the interconnecting door at that

15 stage, but certainly the -- all of the glass around us

16 seemed to break, but it was the inner skin of the double

17 glazing.

18 Q. Did the lights go out?

19 A. The lights went out and the train was filled with smoke.

20 Q. Do you recollect whether the train stopped immediately

21 or whether it continued for a short distance?

22 A. My recollection is it stopped pretty quickly.

23 Q. I think you began to appreciate that you had grazed your

24 head, because you found that you were bleeding, and

25 I want to ask you: do you recollect any sort of
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 1 announcement being made in that first carriage in the

 2 seconds or first few minutes after the explosion?

 3 A. Yes, I certainly do. There was chaos in the carriage,

 4 we'd all -- those of us that were sat down had got up,

 5 and there was quite a bit of panic. But very soon

 6 after, there was an announcement over the tannoy from

 7 the -- now I assume is the driver, to say that they were

 8 aware of the situation and that they were dealing with

 9 it, some sort of statement like that, and that just made

10 certainly made me feel very calm and the carriage seemed

11 to calm down.

12 Q. So it had an ameliorating effect on those around you?

13 A. I believe so, yes.

14 Q. Did the smoke start to dissipate after a while so you

15 could see a little more clearly?

16 A. To be honest, I can't recall it dissipating too much,

17 whilst I was in the first carriage.

18 Q. Were the passengers around you visibly injured?

19 A. I didn't notice anybody around me that was injured at

20 that point.

21 Q. We understand that you then walked to the end of the

22 carriage.

23 A. That's right, I turned to my left, which was heading

24 towards the second carriage, where obviously the

25 explosion was.
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 1 Q. What did you do?

 2 A. I passed a number of people that were sat down. When

 3 I got to the interconnecting door between the first and

 4 second carriages, there was only one door left, and that

 5 was hanging off, so I just eased it and passed it to the

 6 gentleman that was behind me, and then I entered the

 7 carriage.

 8 Q. Did you see anybody either on your immediate left as you

 9 went into the carriage or your immediate right?

10 A. Yes, I saw two young ladies sat down.

11 Q. On the left or the right?

12 A. I was reading my statement and in my statement I think

13 I say they were on the right. My memory now is that

14 they were probably on the left, and that there was

15 a young gentleman that was sat down on my right.

16 Q. Were they visibly injured?

17 A. They just looked completely shocked and not saying

18 anything and just sat there.

19 Q. Was there somebody trying to get up but who could not do

20 so because of the debris upon him?

21 A. Yes, there was a young man that was on the floor in

22 front of me, as if he was on his knees. He had some

23 debris trapping the back of his leg. I helped him

24 remove the debris and then sat him in the chair,

25 I believe on the right-hand side.
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 1 Q. Could you please look at the screen where you'll see

 2 a document [INQ10282-9]. This is the second carriage, and

 3 you entered from carriage 1 which is on the left of the

 4 screen.

 5 A. Yes.

 6 Q. Therefore, the ladies that you have described as being

 7 on the left were in the vicinity of seats 1 and 2 and

 8 the gentleman near seat 32 or 31?

 9 A. Yes.

10 Q. Could you see anybody in the double door standing area

11 between doors D1 and D2, the first set of double doors?

12 A. My recollection is that there was another lady, because

13 I recall that she was on the floor or crouching and

14 I recall, because I looked at her and she looked back

15 and there was a strange sort of connection in the sight,

16 but she appeared to be uninjured.

17 Q. In your statement, you go on -- I'm going to come to

18 this in a moment, but you go on to describe a young lady

19 lying on the floor who was breathing but who appeared

20 unconscious. We know from this plan that the explosion

21 was towards the second set of double doors where the red

22 cross is indicated.

23 A. Yes.

24 Q. Can you tell us, please, where that young lady who was

25 lying on the floor was located, as far as you were able
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 1 to recall?

 2 A. She was laid by the double door D1 with her head towards

 3 the door and her feet coming into the wagon.

 4 Q. Tell us, please, what you can recall of her.

 5 A. She was laid completely flat on her back. The first

 6 thing that struck me, she looked -- she was very white

 7 and her clothes -- she didn't have any clothes on except

 8 her underpants.

 9 Q. Was she moving at all?

10 A. She wasn't moving, and I see in my statement I said that

11 she was unconscious but breathing, but I can't honestly

12 recollect what I did to ascertain that she was

13 breathing. But certainly, when I moved on, I felt she

14 was still breathing but unconscious and obviously not in

15 a good way.

16 Q. There was a lady next to her?

17 A. Yes.

18 Q. We suspect that that lady is a lady from whom we'll hear

19 shortly called Elizabeth Owen. Do you recollect there

20 being any discussion between you as to how best you

21 could tend to or look after the young lady who was lying

22 on the floor?

23 A. No, not really. I'm afraid my knowledge of first aid

24 was non-existent then. We did just -- I think I just

25 spoke to her and said "You just need to talk to her".
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 1 Q. Was she attempting to identify the injuries, if any,

 2 that the young lady was suffering from or to apply any

 3 sort of CPR, cardiopulmonary resuscitation or anything

 4 of that sort?

 5 A. I didn't stay very long at that point, so she may have

 6 after I had left.

 7 Q. May we take it that this was very soon after the

 8 explosion?

 9 A. Yes, the explosion -- there was an explosion, I stood

10 up, and almost immediately then walked to the second

11 carriage. So I don't think there was any time had

12 passed really.

13 Q. You' described how you didn't linger there and you moved

14 on. Where did you go to?

15 A. I looked a bit further into the carriage and there was

16 a young man stood up and he was beckoning me to come

17 further into the carriage. At that point, it was

18 very -- you couldn't just walk through, the floor had

19 been blown away, and he was just saying "Be careful as

20 you come across", and he helped me across the hole.

21 Q. Do we take it that he was on the other side, therefore,

22 of the crater from you?

23 A. He was on the other side of the crater, yes.

24 Q. So looking at the plan, was he somewhere between double

25 doors D3 and D4 or between the banks of seats further
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 1 down the carriage?

 2 A. He was kind of standing between seats 7 and 26.

 3 Q. Were you able to cross the crater left by the bomb?

 4 A. Yes.

 5 Q. Was it still very smoky and dark?

 6 A. Yes, it was. I think it was beginning to clear a little

 7 bit, but it was still very dark at that point.

 8 Q. Were you able to see somebody within the blast crater?

 9 A. Yes, the young man that had beckoned and helped me

10 across obviously drew my attention to the man that was

11 in the crater?

12 Q. Was he moving at all?

13 A. At that stage, he was very strong and he was trying to

14 get himself out of the crater.

15 Q. Was he able to succeed?

16 A. No, he was struggling but not moving at all.

17 Q. What made you think that he had a certain degree of

18 strength at that stage?

19 A. Just the amount of effort he was putting in.

20 Q. It was apparent to you that he was trapped?

21 A. Yes.

22 Q. So what did you do?

23 A. With the young man, we decided to try and help

24 Mr Brewster as I know now, to help him by pulling up on

25 him to get him out, but it was very difficult to get
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 1 actually any leverage or strength because he was -- it

 2 was so far down into the crater. So between the two of

 3 us, and with Mr Brewster trying, we didn't move him.

 4 Q. Did you try once or more than once? Was it an ongoing

 5 attempt?

 6 A. We tried the once at that point in time, and at that

 7 stage, I can only recall there being myself and this

 8 young man there. Later, more people arrived, and when

 9 there was a group of -- at least another person arrived,

10 we said "Let's have another go". Mr Brewster was still

11 obviously trying to get himself out of the hole. This

12 time, the double doors D4, they'd been blown off, so

13 I jumped out through the doors and got under the train

14 to try and get some weight from underneath to release

15 him, and obviously the chaps at the top were pulling

16 from ...

17 Q. When you first tried to move Mr Brewster, did he scream

18 out in response to the attempt to move his body?

19 A. To be honest, the only time I heard him say anything --

20 scream, was when I was underneath and we were then all

21 trying -- and I think that's when we actually moved him

22 a bit and he screamed. He certainly -- sorry.

23 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Don't worry, Mr Pantling, take your

24 time.

25 A. I don't recall him saying anything or screaming other
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 1 than that particular point. Certainly, when I spoke to

 2 him, he didn't want to answer.

 3 MR KEITH: May we take it from what you've said that,

 4 because he had strength in him and you were speaking to

 5 him, he was responsive to those around him, he knew you

 6 were there and he was able, to a certain extent, to

 7 communicate with you?

 8 A. But he wasn't communicating, he was certainly aware that

 9 we were there and that people were trying to help him

10 out.

11 Q. Initially, when you first tried to help him, were you

12 aware of the extent of his injuries?

13 A. No. Initially, I think he just looked like he was

14 wedged in, but then it became obvious that there were

15 some serious injuries.

16 Q. So that we can add to our understanding of who was there

17 at that time, in your statement you recall how the other

18 gentleman who initially helped you with Mr Brewster

19 said, "Don't hold my hand, hold my forearm" because

20 I think his right hand was damaged.

21 A. That's right.

22 Q. All right. Having gone underneath to see what was

23 trapping Mr Brewster, were you then able to see the

24 greater extent of his injuries?

25 A. I couldn't see -- it was dark, it was -- I wasn't
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 1 looking to see. In my recollection, there was very

 2 little blood and I didn't have any blood on myself, even

 3 though I was underneath and we were with him for some

 4 time. His legs just seemed to be very mangled up in the

 5 wreckage. You couldn't really see his legs.

 6 Q. It was plain to you he had suffered extremely severe

 7 injuries?

 8 A. Yes. Yes, it was obvious that we weren't dealing with

 9 someone that, if we pulled them out, they were going to

10 be in one piece. It was obvious he had some very

11 serious injuries.

12 Q. During this time, as you were helping Mr Brewster by

13 attempting to get him out of the hole and ascertaining,

14 by looking down through it yourself, how he was trapped,

15 did you become aware of an adjacent train?

16 A. I was aware of the adjacent train all the way through

17 because I had seen it, was aware of it when the

18 explosion happened. When I first climbed through, it

19 was very dark and you couldn't see into the other train,

20 but the smoke did clear, and then I was able to look

21 through and I recall there was light in the other train

22 as well.

23 Q. You describe how a third person joined you in the

24 carriage whilst you were attempting to pull Mr Brewster

25 out of the crater, and we take it that that attempt
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 1 failed also. Did you then go out of the carriage and go

 2 right underneath the train?

 3 A. That's correct, yes. But that was --

 4 Q. How were you able to do that?

 5 A. Double doors D4 had been blown off.

 6 Q. Did you then have to go right underneath the train?

 7 A. Yes, under the train to get underneath Mr Brewster.

 8 Q. Was that the time when you attempted to push Mr Brewster

 9 back up through the hole?

10 A. With the guys at the top pulling from the top.

11 Q. Had Mr Brewster's condition changed by this time? Was

12 he appearing, it seemed to you, to be less strong and

13 less able to withstand the position that he was in?

14 A. He certainly initially was very vigorous at trying to

15 free himself. At one stage, I noticed there was more

16 trying to make himself comfortable in the location than

17 trying to get free and was reconciled to not being able

18 to get himself out, that was how I felt.

19 Q. Did there come a time when a man joined you from the

20 other carriage, Tim Coulson?

21 A. There was. It was quite a long period of time, and we

22 had been asked -- shouting at the other carriage for

23 first aiders or doctors or anybody that could help

24 because, quite frankly, no one in the carriage had much

25 clue about first aid.
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 1 Eventually, Tim appeared and he appeared very

 2 confident and, for some reason, I just thought he was

 3 a doctor. Unfortunately, he wasn't. But at that time

 4 there were quite a few people around Mr Brewster, we

 5 couldn't -- no one was really down there with him, but

 6 at some stage, someone had come in with some water and

 7 I recall they were giving him some water and I actually

 8 thought that was a bad idea. So there were other people

 9 around, but when Tim came through, there was a bit of

10 discussion, we said we couldn't get him up, so someone

11 came up with the idea of let's try and lower him down on

12 to the tracks, and I thought that was Tim, but I don't

13 know who that was.

14 So then Tim and I got out onto the track and it was

15 successful, we actually managed to lower his torso down

16 onto the track and he was still conscious at that stage.

17 Again, he was still not -- he didn't talk to us at all.

18 Q. You managed to lower his torso down. Did any part of

19 him remain trapped inside the blast crater?

20 A. Yes, his legs were still trapped. We couldn't -- they

21 didn't get released.

22 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Did you say he wasn't conscious or

23 was?

24 A. He was still conscious.

25 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: He was still conscious, thank you.
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 1 MR KEITH: Did you deduce that he was still conscious

 2 because his eyes were open and he was able to see you

 3 and appeared to be aware of your presence?

 4 A. That's right.

 5 Q. How long, Mr Pantling, had elapsed, how much time had

 6 elapsed, do you think, by this stage, from the point of

 7 the explosion?

 8 A. I've no idea. It just felt like a very, very long time.

 9 I have a time line. I know what time the -- I have

10 a very good idea of what time the explosion went off and

11 I know when I came out of the tunnel.

12 But -- and I came out of the tunnel at 6 minutes

13 past 10, because I had a call on my mobile phone. And

14 I know -- I assessed it took about 15 minutes for me to

15 leave the scene once the paramedics arrived.

16 Q. Did anybody else join you on the track next to

17 Mr Brewster, that is to say next to you and Mr Brewster

18 and Mr Coulson?

19 A. Well, Tim, there were other people around, but Tim and

20 I were really the ones that were down close in with

21 Mr Brewster.

22 Q. You describe in your statement how a nurse joined you at

23 some stage.

24 A. That's right, she came in. I don't know how she was

25 introduced as a nurse. But I'm quite confident that she
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 1 was a nurse. She just came down and looked at

 2 Mr Brewster and said we needed to fix a tourniquet,

 3 which wasn't really practical, to be honest.

 4 Q. But you tried nevertheless.

 5 A. I had a tie, and Tim tried to tie it, but there wasn't

 6 much -- it wasn't a very -- it wasn't very successful.

 7 Q. Was that your red tie?

 8 A. Yes. But there wasn't a lot of blood, it wasn't as if

 9 we were trying to stem a flow of blood.

10 Q. You describe how you then commenced massaging his heart

11 area. What led to you do that?

12 A. That was Tim.

13 Q. That was Tim.

14 A. At this stage, Mr Brewster was getting much weaker.

15 Q. Was he still conscious?

16 A. I can't recall when he lost consciousness, to be honest.

17 He just drifted away.

18 Q. Did you lie him down on the track, yourself and

19 Mr Coulson?

20 A. He was pretty much laid on the track, so there was no

21 more movement because he was trapped.

22 Q. It was -- and I'm sorry to ask the question -- plainly

23 evident to you that he had passed away?

24 A. Well, it was, but it was kind of strange because we

25 didn't want to leave him.
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 1 Q. Of course. May I take your mind back to an earlier

 2 stage for one moment, please, and ask you about other

 3 people in the carriage, because in your statement you

 4 also say how, when you first became aware of

 5 Mr Brewster, there was another guy lying on the floor

 6 further along in the carriage as well between the two

 7 sets of seats.

 8 May I ask you this: do you recollect anybody else

 9 lying motionless near Mr Brewster and the crater or

10 further along between the two sets of seats?

11 A. To be honest, I didn't leave that crater area. When

12 I first arrived, there was the young man that was

13 standing, and there was a man behind him, and I don't

14 know if he was lying at that stage, but I believe he

15 ended up lying down. He had damage to his legs, but

16 I didn't go and have a look or do anything.

17 Q. We know from evidence that there was a Mr David Gardner

18 who had severely injured legs quite close to the crater

19 where Mr Brewster was. Do you recollect that man, a man

20 lying with an injured leg somewhere near the edge of the

21 blast crater?

22 A. I recall that gentleman being between the seats.

23 Q. Between 26 and 7?

24 A. Yes, and 8 and 25.

25 Q. So on the far side of the crater, in fact, from the
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 1 point at which you'd entered the carriage?

 2 A. Yes.

 3 Q. After you came out from underneath the train, did you go

 4 back into the carriage or did you go down towards

 5 Edgware Road?

 6 A. The second time, after we'd left Mr Brewster?

 7 Q. Yes.

 8 A. I went -- I walked to -- towards the back of -- well, to

 9 carriage 1. I went to the front of the train, walked

10 along by the side of the wall, by the tunnel, to the

11 front of the train, and I think it was at that stage

12 I met the driver.

13 Q. What did you ask him?

14 A. I asked him where the emergency services were.

15 Q. What was his response?

16 A. He was quite -- he was in shock, and he said he'd called

17 for them at the outset.

18 Q. Was it apparent to you that there were people leaving

19 the train and walking down between the tunnel wall and

20 the carriage?

21 A. There were people walking, but I think that they would

22 have walked towards Edgware, which was in the opposite

23 direction to the direction I was going.

24 Q. I'm so sorry, yes, of course, you said you walked to the

25 front of the train.
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 1 Having gone to the front, did you stay there or did

 2 you go back?

 3 A. I stood talking to the driver for a while. I think at

 4 that stage a paramedic or two paramedics in green

 5 came -- were coming through the other train to the back

 6 of that train, the front of our train, and were climbing

 7 out of the front -- the back of that train to come

 8 across, and they were the first medics to arrive, and

 9 they looked very -- they didn't look keen to be there at

10 all, to be honest.

11 Q. Applying your time line, if you know that you left the

12 entirety of Edgware Road and you made a phone call

13 I think you said at 6 minutes past 10 --

14 A. I took a call, it was an incoming call.

15 Q. You took an incoming call at 6 minutes past 10, and you

16 think that it was some 15 minutes before then that you

17 had started to leave the carriage, can you estimate at

18 what point or what time you think it was that you first

19 saw the paramedics?

20 A. Well, those paramedics came a little bit earlier.

21 I then followed them in -- because they went into

22 carriage 1 and worked their way through to carriage 2,

23 and they started giving assistance to the young man who

24 had the injured knee, who I had met -- passed at the

25 very beginning of the episode.
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 1 I then went back to Mr Brewster and stood there for

 2 a while, and then there was a period of time before the

 3 main body of paramedics arrived, and they came from the

 4 end of -- coming through, basically, carriage 3 to 2.

 5 Q. Yes.

 6 A. And there were quite a few of them, they were all very

 7 well organised, and they arrived first and the

 8 Fire Brigade were there with them.

 9 Q. Did you ask the paramedics to look at anybody in

10 particular?

11 A. I did ask them to look at Mr Brewster.

12 Q. Do you know whether they did?

13 A. They did, and they confirmed that --

14 Q. What you had suspected?

15 A. Yes.

16 Q. Which is that he was dead. Can I press you again to try

17 to put the arrival of those paramedics, the main group

18 of paramedics, into your time line?

19 A. Yes. That's easier for me, because then, as soon as

20 they arrived, I left, I went back into carriage 1,

21 I picked up my bags, carriage 1 was empty at that stage,

22 and I went immediately to the adjacent train, and I sat

23 in the train for about five minutes and then we were

24 ushered through the train and walked along the track to

25 Edgware, which was very close to the station.
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 1 So I think from when the paramedics arrived at

 2 Mr Brewster to me taking the call could have been around

 3 15 to 20 minutes.

 4 Q. So the main group of paramedics arrived around about

 5 9.45 or 9.50?

 6 A. At my estimation, yes.

 7 Q. The first group of paramedics, that is to say the two

 8 paramedics --

 9 A. Probably arrived 5 to 7 minutes before that, 10 minutes.

10 MR KEITH: Mr Pantling, thank you very much indeed for your

11 evidence. Will you stay there, because there may be

12 some further questions for you.

13 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Ms Gallagher?

14 MS GALLAGHER: Mr Pantling, in fact, all the areas of

15 questioning which I was going to raise have been

16 covered, but there is just one thing I wanted to say.

17 I represent Mr Brewster's family who are in court, and

18 they've asked me to make clear to you that we now know

19 it's clear, from the time you arrived to the crater, you

20 tended to Mr Brewster in his dying moments with the

21 assistance of Mr Coulson when he later arrived, and the

22 family are extraordinarily grateful for that, so thank

23 you. So I've no questions, but I did want to pass that

24 on.

25 A. Thank you.
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 1 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Thank you, Ms Gallagher. Does

 2 anybody have any questions for Mr Pantling? Yes,

 3 Mr Saunders?

 4 MR SAUNDERS: My Lady, I think, in fact, Mr Pantling has

 5 already covered the one matter, which was of course

 6 dealing with Laura Webb at the door, and he's already

 7 explained that he has no real understanding as to why he

 8 thought she may have been breathing, so I'm not going to

 9 press that with him. I think he's covered it aptly at

10 page 181. Thank you very much, Mr Pantling.

11 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Thank you. Does anybody else have

12 any questions?

13 Those are all the questions, Mr Pantling. Thank you

14 very much for coming to help us. I appreciate how sad

15 it must have been to lose Mr Brewster, despite your

16 efforts, but I think you do understand how much of

17 a comfort it is to his family to know how hard you and

18 others tried to save him, with no thought to the risk to

19 yourself. It's a very brave act that you did. Thank

20 you very much.

21 A. There were a number of people trying.

22 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: 10.00 tomorrow.

23 (4.30 pm)

24 (The inquests adjourned until 10.00 am the following day)

25
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