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 1 Tuesday, 9 November 2010

 2 (10.00 am)

 3 MR KEITH: Good morning, my Lady. My Lady, the first

 4 witness this morning will be Jason Rennie, who will be

 5 giving evidence via videolink from Dubai.

 6 Good morning.

 7 THE WITNESS: Good morning.

 8 MR KEITH: Can you hear us clearly?

 9 THE WITNESS: Yes, I can hear you quite well.

10 MR KEITH: Mr Rennie, I'm going to ask you to be sworn as

11 a witness in these proceedings, so if you would please

12 take the oath that will be given to you.

13 MR JASON CRAIG RENNIE (affirmed)

14 Questions by MR KEITH

15 MR KEITH: Thank you. Could you just confirm to the court

16 your full name, please?

17 A. Jason Craig Rennie.

18 Q. Mr Rennie, if you don't hear any of my questions or any

19 of the questions that follow, will you please say so?

20 It's sometimes quite hard to hear the questioning,

21 perhaps because it's interrupted by an answer, so we'll

22 take it quite slowly, but if you don't hear anything, do

23 let us know.

24 In July of 2005, on the 7th, you travelled down to

25 London via the Piccadilly Line from Cockfosters?
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 1 A. Yes.

 2 Q. We understand from your statement that you changed to

 3 the Victoria Line and then again to the westbound

 4 Circle Line at King's Cross?

 5 A. Yes.

 6 Q. Do you recall which carriage you entered when you

 7 boarded the westbound Circle Line train?

 8 A. It was a difficult one. At the time, I think I said the

 9 fourth carriage, but having seen all the pictures and so

10 on, it appears to be the third or the fourth carriage.

11 Q. You should have --

12 A. I couldn't recall exactly at the time.

13 Q. All right. You should have in front of you or with you

14 a small clip of documents including a scene plan for

15 Edgware Road, and one of them --

16 A. Yes.

17 Q. -- will be marked [INQ10282-8].

18 A. Bear with me a second.

19 Q. It will be headed "Probable positions of passengers in

20 2nd carriage".

21 A. Yes, I have that.

22 Q. If you look down to the list of names at the bottom,

23 you'll see your name towards the end of the list of

24 names at number 36.

25 A. Yes.
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 1 Q. You will see that, from the plan itself, number 36 is

 2 given on the map as being located in the double door

 3 areas D7 towards the rear of the carriage.

 4 A. Yes. In my recollection, that's an incorrect position

 5 from where I was.

 6 Q. Where do you think you were?

 7 A. 33, or immediately opposite.

 8 Q. So you were on the other side of the standing area but

 9 adjacent to the other glass screen?

10 A. Yes.

11 Q. Do you recollect whether or not the side that you

12 boarded, the side of the carriage you went into, was the

13 same side as the platform from which you entered the

14 carriage?

15 A. Yes, that was my recollection.

16 Q. So do we take it that you boarded the train and then

17 turned right?

18 A. Yes, immediately right.

19 Q. Do you recollect anybody else being in your near

20 vicinity at the point that you reached Edgware Road?

21 A. No.

22 Q. Tell us what you recollect of the explosion, please.

23 A. I was busy looking at my mobile phone, leaning with my

24 right shoulder against the glass pane, facing inwards.

25 The first thing I recollect was, as the train enters
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 1 the tunnel from the outside area of Edgware Road,

 2 there's usually a bit of a wind buffer. Immediately

 3 after that wind buffer, when it went dark, I remember my

 4 mobile phone flung out of my hand towards the left, and

 5 wondering who had bumped me. The next thing was as if

 6 I'd been hit against the side of my head quite hard,

 7 almost to the point of blacking out a little bit.

 8 I then came to, bent at the waist. I hadn't fallen

 9 over, but I was bent at the waist looking down. How far

10 do you want me to go?

11 Q. If you pause there, we know from your statement and from

12 other material that you suffered an injury to your right

13 hand. Is that correct?

14 A. Yes.

15 Q. Did you subsequently discover --

16 A. My right wrist.

17 Q. Your right wrist. Did you subsequently discover that

18 you had sustained a shrapnel wound to the hand and the

19 wrist from a piece of metal hitting your hand and your

20 wrist?

21 A. Yes, but only much later in hospital after an X-ray had

22 been taken of the hand and forearm. They highlighted

23 a foreign body in there, which they took out in the A&E,

24 and it was a piece of shrapnel.

25 Q. Was that the hand in which you were holding the phone
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 1 and, therefore, might it have been that the phone had

 2 been propelled out of your hand by the force of

 3 something hitting it?

 4 A. Yes, that was my assumption.

 5 Q. In your statement, you recount how you recall -- this is

 6 the statement you gave to the police -- actually

 7 swinging out of the door area --

 8 A. Yes.

 9 Q. -- marginally into the tunnel. Do you remember that?

10 A. Yes, I remember, when I was bent at the waist, I saw my

11 mobile phone screen was illuminated, I reached down,

12 picked it up and then started rolling to the left.

13 I remember grabbing on to the handle next to the door

14 and sort of rolling with my right shoulder out the door

15 and then pulling myself back. That's how I remember it.

16 Q. Once you had regained your position, and you were able

17 to stand back up, do you recollect there being any noise

18 in the carriage?

19 A. It was like walking around with my fingers in my ears,

20 and then I heard someone screaming quite loudly, and at

21 the same time someone -- at the time, I think it was

22 behind me, someone saying "We have to get off the

23 carriage, we have to get off the carriage".

24 Q. Did you see anybody get off the carriage at that stage?

25 A. No, I put both of my arms out sort of in this fashion.

5

Hearing transcripts – 9 November 2010 – Morning session

Reproduced courtesy of www.independent.gov.uk/7julyinquests

PDF print version produced & hosted by J7: The July 7th Truth Campaign - www.julyseventh.co.uk



 1 I seem to remember the safety briefing saying never get

 2 off the train if you are stopped in the tunnel, so I put

 3 my arms out and the person from behind ran into me and

 4 through my arms towards the door.

 5 Q. Did that person get out of the train?

 6 A. This is where it gets confusing. The door was only

 7 slightly open, which is probably about, I'd say,

 8 300 millimetres, 12 inches, they managed to get their

 9 shoulders through and their arm out. But if that was

10 the case, then I don't know how I might have fallen out

11 the door or started falling out the door. But that's

12 what I remember seeing. I remember them shoving their

13 shoulder through the door like this, trying to squeeze

14 the door open and get out.

15 Q. Do you recollect whether there were any lights on in the

16 carriage after the explosion?

17 A. There were no lights on in that carriage.

18 Q. Was there any light from elsewhere?

19 A. There was a train that had stopped next to us and, after

20 a while, when the dust had started clearing a little --

21 I mean, it wasn't pitch black, because we had a sort of

22 black haze in the carriage, but when that haze started

23 clearing up a bit, I noticed a carriage had stopped next

24 to us and the lights were still on and there were people

25 sitting in their seats looking around. So the lights
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 1 were on in the carriage next door.

 2 Q. In your statement, you then recount that there were two

 3 girls who were near you who asked you if they were

 4 injured and you spent a little time reassuring them and

 5 calming them down. Is that right?

 6 A. It's slightly different to how I recounted it -- I mean,

 7 how I recalled it. When I heard the scream right in the

 8 beginning, I turned towards it and a woman came out of

 9 the -- sort of out of the darkness, if you will,

10 screaming hysterically. I grabbed her by the arms and

11 shook her and asked her if she was okay, if she was

12 injured. She stopped screaming, sort of patted herself

13 down and said, no, she was okay, and then another woman

14 came from the same direction that she had. I don't

15 remember her screaming. I do remember her being a bit

16 dazed.

17 And the only solid sort of structure I could find

18 was one of those yellow poles, the handles that are on

19 the train. So the woman that was screaming and the

20 other woman, I sort of pushed them together, said "Hold

21 on to each other", and put both of their hands on that

22 yellow pole, and said "Look, just hold this, don't move,

23 and stay there, someone will come".

24 Q. Did you stay in that area, or did you then move or

25 attempt to move down the carriage?
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 1 A. Around about the time I told them to hold on to the

 2 poles, I had heard someone saying "Help me, help me"

 3 through -- from a direction further into the carriage.

 4 So I turned around and I started walking towards that

 5 direction, if you will.

 6 Q. Do you recollect whether anybody walked or attempted to

 7 move down the carriage with you, or were you on your

 8 own?

 9 A. I was on my own for a while, and then I -- which, again,

10 I think is slightly different to the statement after

11 having read it -- I bumped into a gentleman who was

12 walking around and his face was covered in blood and he

13 was walking around a little dazed and confused. So

14 I took him and put him -- asked him to sit down on the

15 nearest seat, and then turned and carried on walking

16 towards the sound of the person asking for help.

17 He grabbed me by the arm as I started walking away

18 and asked me to find his glasses. I asked him to point

19 out where he was sitting and he pointed directly to the

20 left, he was sitting on the opposite side of the train

21 from where I was, and the position that he pointed to,

22 the whole back window even was gone, so I said to him,

23 "Look, I won't be able to find your glasses now, sit

24 here, don't get up, and someone will come", and

25 I carried on moving down the carriage.
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 1 Q. May I ask you this, Mr Rennie: for what purpose did you

 2 start to move down the carriage?

 3 A. It was still -- someone was still saying "Help me,

 4 please help me", I was still following the sound of

 5 that -- the voice.

 6 Q. If I may say so, you seemed to have shown great calm in

 7 extremely difficult and trying circumstances. Have you

 8 had any sort of military experience?

 9 A. I did 18 months' national service in South Africa.

10 I never experienced anything quite like this, though,

11 but I had 18 months of national service.

12 Having said that, I can't say that that contributed

13 to being calm or not calm. It wasn't a conscious

14 decision. It was either -- you know, "What am I going

15 to do next?", and I did what seemed normal or natural.

16 It wasn't a conscious decision to be calm or not calm.

17 I just -- autopilot, if you will.

18 Q. We may hear evidence later today from a man who will

19 describe or may describe that he was inside the carriage

20 as well towards the end that you were and he fell down

21 a manhole cover that had been propelled up from the

22 floor of the carriage by a blast and that you may have

23 helped him out of the hole. It was somewhere between

24 the end of the carriage and the crater caused by the

25 bomb. Do you recollect anything of that sort?
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 1 A. I don't remember that at all, no.

 2 Q. As you moved down the carriage, were you able to check

 3 or to look at any of the people lying on the floor?

 4 A. I'm embarrassed to say I stood on someone. I was

 5 walking down the carriage and I stood on what was

 6 clearly not inorganic, jumped off quickly and realised

 7 there was someone lying on the floor in the centre of

 8 the aisle between the two sets of seats, probably one,

 9 maybe two rows from where I was standing.

10 Q. Could you please have a --

11 A. It was two rows, I know that now.

12 Q. Right. Could you have a look at another of the

13 documents in front of you, please, which is headed

14 "Positions of deceased in 2nd carriage", it's our

15 [INQ10282-9].

16 A. Yes.

17 Q. To get your bearings from the plan, you started, of

18 course, towards the right of the diagram which is the

19 rear of the carriage --

20 A. Yes.

21 Q. -- and moved towards the left. The red cross --

22 A. Yes.

23 Q. -- indicates the probable point of the explosion and, of

24 course, the crater is around that cross. Where was the

25 person, do you think, you might have stood on?
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 1 A. I'm pretty certain they were in between seats 8 and 25.

 2 Q. Was that somebody who was alive?

 3 A. No. The strange way to describe it, I have in the past

 4 been around someone that was deceased, and you -- the

 5 person is no longer the person, if you will, it's

 6 a feeling you get. That, combined with the kind of

 7 visual appearance of the body, if I can call it that,

 8 immediately led me to believe that the guy was deceased.

 9 But I didn't check, which is something I probably should

10 have done, I didn't check.

11 Q. There was nothing, though, to indicate that he was

12 alive, was there?

13 A. No, I mean, I subsequently found out he wasn't, but

14 I think that was the one thing I should have done was

15 probably checked. But, no, all indications were that he

16 was dead.

17 Q. I've referred already to the possibility of other

18 evidence from another witness to the effect of you

19 walking down the carriage with that person and there may

20 also be some evidence to the effect that you and he

21 checked the pulses of persons in the train as you walked

22 down the carriage.

23 May we take it from what you've just said that that

24 isn't right? When you went to the voice saying "Help

25 me", because of perhaps the urgency of that call, you
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 1 didn't stop on the way down the carriage?

 2 A. No, I didn't stop, other than to help the gentleman sit

 3 down, the one who had the bloodied face.

 4 Q. Could I then please ask you about what you recall of the

 5 man whose voice you had heard, saying "Help me"?

 6 A. Okay. I remember it was still fairly gloomy and the

 7 first thing I saw was his hand, and his hand was

 8 stretched out. I'm struggling to recall whether it was

 9 his right or his left hand. I think it was his right

10 hand. I only say that because I reached out with my

11 right hand to grab his.

12 I saw his hand first and, as I got closer, I saw

13 a gentleman lodged in what must have been a hole created

14 by the bomb, it was almost as if he had sat in it, so

15 his armpits and the back of his knees were stopping him

16 from falling down, but his backside, if you will, was

17 hanging in the hole and he had his hand out and was

18 asking to be assisted in getting out of the hole, he

19 wanted someone to pull him out.

20 Q. So we may be clear, at this stage, he was plainly able

21 to move his upper limbs, his arm, to put out an arm

22 towards you, and you also were sure that he had been

23 able to speak because it was his voice whom you had

24 heard saying "Help me"?

25 A. Yes.
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 1 Q. Was there anybody else with him when you arrived?

 2 A. Not that I recall. I remember it was still quite murky.

 3 It was almost as if you were seeing snapshots of pieces

 4 of the train through the dust.

 5 Q. Was it difficult to get near him because of the

 6 surrounding metal and the debris?

 7 A. I must be honest, I didn't see all of it at first, again

 8 because it was a little bit murky, but I remember

 9 walking slowly forward and grabbing his hand, but at the

10 same time there was one of those yellow poles to my

11 left, I seem to recall, which I grabbed. I grabbed

12 something in my left, I think it was one of the yellow

13 poles, and then grabbed his right hand. So I didn't

14 sort of run straight in towards him. I walked fairly

15 carefully, because I couldn't see exactly where I was

16 going.

17 Q. Were you able to move him by pulling his arm?

18 A. No, I realised my right arm was quite -- my right --

19 well, my forearm, I suppose, I couldn't get a decent

20 grip, it wasn't very strong, my feet were slipping on

21 what I noticed was blood, and there was -- he kept

22 trying to pull against me as well, so I kept feeling

23 I was going to be pulled further forward.

24 Q. Did anybody --

25 A. I looked up and there was -- what I remember was an
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 1 Indian or Asian man walking from left to right, almost

 2 on the other side of the hole, and I said to him, "Look,

 3 could you please give me a hand?". I then reached out

 4 and grabbed one of the overhead rails with my right

 5 hand. I grabbed his right hand with my left, and the

 6 other chap grabbed his left hand, I can't remember how,

 7 it might have been two hands, and we tried to pull him

 8 out of the hole.

 9 Q. Before I ask you what the result was, can you tell us

10 whether or not you ever ascertained the name of the man

11 who helped you?

12 A. No. I saw him later on again, but I never asked his

13 name. He had a -- I remember, when your skin burns, you

14 get sort of a pink patch. I remember he had one on his

15 forehead, quite big, I would say probably about 60 by

16 40 millimetres, on his forehead, almost dead centre on

17 his forehead.

18 Q. So both of you tried to help the man in the crater.

19 Were you successful?

20 A. Yes -- no. As I said, he was trying to sort of climb

21 out, if you will, he was quite -- hysterical is not

22 quite the word, he had quietened down a bit, but you

23 could see he was in shock, but as we pulled on him, he

24 tried to use his legs to lift himself up, you know, to

25 lift his bum up, if you will, and that's when we noticed
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 1 his legs were very, very badly injured, they moved

 2 completely unnaturally, the thighs from the knees and so

 3 on and he must have been in great pain, because he

 4 screamed then, and we put him back down as soon as I saw

 5 the injury, we put him back down.

 6 Q. Did you stay there next to him, having realised that you

 7 were unable to help him out of the hole, or did you move

 8 away?

 9 A. I stood there next to him and someone started tugging or

10 patting me on the leg, which I now know was

11 David Gardner. He was patting me on my leg and talking

12 to me. Again, I didn't hear him at first, I was a bit

13 focused on the gent in the hole, and I turned and he was

14 sitting behind me, immediately behind me on the floor

15 and basically saying, "Look, don't stand on me. Be

16 careful, watch out for my leg, don't stand on me".

17 So I -- having realised that moving the chap might

18 be more dangerous than leaving him there, the chap in

19 the hole, we left him -- well, we didn't leave him, but

20 there was some people walking around going "Can we help,

21 you know, is there something we can do to help?", and

22 I asked one of them just to hold his hand, speak to him,

23 and keep him awake, and then I turned around to have

24 a look and see what was wrong with David behind me.

25 Q. Could you go back to the diagram entitled "Positions of
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 1 deceased in 2nd carriage" and tell us where you think

 2 Mr Gardner was lying? It's our [INQ10282-9].

 3 A. If you look at seats -- people 19 and 20, the seats at

 4 19 and 20. Seat numbers 26 and 25. He was on the floor

 5 next to the seats, his feet were facing the rear of the

 6 carriage, and he was sitting on his hands.

 7 Q. I'm sorry to interrupt, Mr Rennie. It may be that

 8 you're looking at a different plan. Does yours say

 9 "Probable positions of passengers or "positions of

10 deceased"?

11 A. Sorry, "positions of deceased"?

12 Q. That's the one, thank you. If you could --

13 A. Seats --

14 Q. Try again, yes?

15 A. Seats 26 and 25, he was sitting at the -- he was on the

16 floor in front of those seats, both his legs were

17 pointed out in front of him, and he was sitting on his

18 hands, his upper body was upright and he was resting his

19 shoulders or his upper body on his hands. His feet were

20 facing to the rear of the carriage.

21 Q. Having discovered this man, who we know to be

22 David Gardner, what were you able to do for him?

23 A. I asked him if he was okay, he said my -- he said "I'm

24 okay", he said "My leg, my leg's badly" -- well, he said

25 "My leg, there's something wrong with my leg", and I had
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 1 a look at his leg and I realised it was fairly

 2 extensively injured, his foot was lying 90 degrees out

 3 to what would be normal, there were big sort of slash

 4 marks in his trousers and I didn't clearly make out that

 5 they were in his skin, but you could clearly see that

 6 they were deep enough to be marks in his -- in his flesh

 7 as well, I suppose. That was his left leg.

 8 So I remember from first aid training that the

 9 femoral artery is quite a dangerous one to sever, so

10 I decided, "Look, the leg is too damaged to do anything

11 lower down, I'll tourniquet the leg off at his upper

12 thigh". I took my shirt off, I tore it up as best

13 I could, because I couldn't use my right hand, so I used

14 my teeth and my left hand, tore the shirt up, lifted his

15 leg up, wrapped it around his leg and tied it up, which

16 was quite painful for him, I remember, but tied it up as

17 tightly as I could in the light that we had and so on.

18 Q. Were you able to see whether wrapping your shirt around

19 his leg appeared to have stemmed the flow of blood?

20 A. No, there was blood everywhere, on the seats, on the

21 floor, everywhere. I couldn't tell which was his, which

22 was other people's. I couldn't really tell, because,

23 literally, it was working in the dark also. I mean, it

24 wasn't clear, you couldn't see minute detail. So I

25 couldn't even see whether his leg was bleeding or not,
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 1 I just assumed it was bleeding heavily.

 2 Q. How long do you think that process of applying

 3 a rudimentary tourniquet took?

 4 A. I don't know, 30 seconds maybe, including tearing the

 5 shirt and all the rest, 30 seconds to a minute. I would

 6 guess.

 7 Q. While you were doing this, the gentleman in the crater,

 8 who we know to be Mr Brewster, was still being tended

 9 to, as far as was possible, by somebody whom you had

10 asked to hold his hand?

11 A. Yes, as far as I know.

12 Q. Having applied a tourniquet to Mr Gardner, did you get

13 the opportunity to look around elsewhere around the

14 crater and see who else was in your near vicinity?

15 A. I remember looking across -- things had cleared up

16 a bit, I remember looking across to the -- I suppose

17 what would be the front side of the carriage, the other

18 side of the crater. I remember seeing a gentleman, it

19 looked like he was applying CPR to someone, and

20 I remember looking up and seeing him sit back, he had

21 blood all around his mouth, and almost resigned or upset

22 because it didn't appear as if he was being successful.

23 Q. When you say "the other side of the crater", do you mean

24 towards the double doors D3 or further down the

25 carriage, that is to say on the other side of the crater
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 1 at the front of the carriage, double doors D1 and D2?

 2 A. D1 and D2. I would say he was probably on his knees

 3 exactly where the number 8 is illustrated, and he was

 4 facing towards the corner, seat number 3, working on

 5 a person that must have been lying there.

 6 Q. From where you were, were you able to see whether the

 7 person that he was applying CPR to was male or female?

 8 A. No, couldn't see any detail. There was a pile of debris

 9 right in the middle, I would say right sort of halfway

10 between the centre of the train and the double doors D3,

11 and I was crouched down, and I sort of looked over the

12 top and looked into the distance.

13 Q. Can you tell us any more of the man who was applying

14 CPR, anything about his description?

15 A. He was wearing a suit, if I remember. I'd like to say

16 he had blond hair, but, you know, I can't remember

17 exactly. He seemed quite young, he seemed quite young,

18 I would say mid-20s.

19 Q. Was there anybody else on the floor of the carriage

20 either in the area of D1, D2, or D3, D4?

21 A. Yes, the pile of rubble I mentioned earlier, there was

22 a body protruding out of that. All I could make out was

23 the thighs above the knees, and the legs were sticking

24 out, so the rest of the body was in the rubble

25 somewhere. On top of the pile of rubble, there was

19

Hearing transcripts – 9 November 2010 – Morning session

Reproduced courtesy of www.independent.gov.uk/7julyinquests

PDF print version produced & hosted by J7: The July 7th Truth Campaign - www.julyseventh.co.uk



 1 a large chunk of organic debris which looked -- which

 2 appeared to have ribs sticking out of it, but it wasn't

 3 recognisable, it was just a pile -- a chunk.

 4 On seat 26, there was a piece of organic debris,

 5 probably the size of a human foot, that we noticed after

 6 a while. And then the gentleman that I noticed, that

 7 I potentially stood on, his leg was resting on

 8 David Gardner's -- sorry, his hand was resting on

 9 David Gardner's leg and I remember picking that up and

10 just moving it off because it was bothering David.

11 Q. Coming back to the person whom you saw protruding out of

12 the rubble and the debris, where was that person, where

13 was that body?

14 A. From my recollection, if you have a look at the two

15 overhead handrails, I would say in between the one

16 closest to door D3 and door D3, was sort of the end of

17 the pile of rubble, the legs were sticking out of that.

18 Q. Did it seem to you from what you saw that there may have

19 been two bodies in that immediate vicinity, the person

20 whose body was protruding out of the rubble and possibly

21 part of another person?

22 A. That was my assumption only, because I couldn't -- you

23 know, it didn't look as if there was any physical way

24 those two parts could have been connected. The one was

25 sort of buried quite far into and under the rubble and
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 1 the other one was sort of just sitting on top.

 2 Q. May we take it from what you've told us, Mr Rennie, that

 3 there was no possibility of anybody in that area being

 4 alive?

 5 A. I'd have to say "yes" except for the fact that the

 6 gentleman who was in the hole was immediately in that

 7 area.

 8 Q. Other than him, of course.

 9 A. He was right there, yes.

10 Q. I mean in the vicinity of the debris that you describe

11 near the overhead handrail?

12 A. No, no, no one else.

13 Q. Can you recollect what you did then? Did you remain

14 near Mr Gardner, the man whose leg you had applied

15 a tourniquet to, and next to, also, Mr Brewster, the man

16 in the crater?

17 A. Interestingly, at some point, fairly early on, a police

18 officer arrived, his name was Dave. I've yet to track

19 him down, I've yet to have anyone else confirm that

20 I spoke to him, but his name was Dave. He pitched up,

21 he had a torch, but he seemed to be alone, there didn't

22 seem to be anyone else. He was the first person

23 I remember being there, and he came walking down the

24 side of the outside of the carriage and stopped at door

25 D4 and then sort of climbed up just on the ledge and
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 1 used his torch to provide a bit of light.

 2 Q. Did he stay there?

 3 A. He stayed for a while, and then said, look, he needed to

 4 move on and just go and check to see -- I suppose assess

 5 the situation further along, but I don't remember having

 6 that -- I just remember a conversation about that and

 7 then he was gone, I didn't watch him walk off or see

 8 when he left, he just was there minutes and -- was there

 9 for a while and then he left.

10 He was the one that told us keep asking the injured

11 people their names and their dates of birth. He said

12 everyone would want to know that, ask them their names

13 and date of birth.

14 Q. You told us that he was a police officer. Is that

15 because you recollect the gentleman wearing a uniform of

16 some sort?

17 A. The white shirt and the black trousers uniform, yes.

18 Q. There was a gentleman called David Matthews who is

19 a Transport for London employee, a member of

20 London Underground.

21 A. Yes.

22 Q. Might it be possible that the gentleman was not, in

23 fact, a police officer, but another person wearing some

24 sort of uniform?

25 A. Might have been, I don't remember any blue in the
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 1 uniform, the Underground blue, but it might have been.

 2 I don't remember -- he never identified himself as

 3 a police officer. He seemed to have the -- that police

 4 officer's belt on, with the truncheon and CS gas and the

 5 handcuffs. I seem to remember that.

 6 Q. Did he have a lamp -- you said he had a lamp with him.

 7 A. He had a torch with him.

 8 Q. I was going to ask --

 9 A. I remember, because the torch battery started going

10 flat.

11 Q. In your statement, you describe a time when a man known

12 as Peter Zimonjic and two nurses, who we know were two

13 trainee nurses from the adjacent train, came into the

14 carriage. Was that before or after the man in the

15 uniform appeared?

16 A. My recollection is that it was after. It was almost as

17 if there was a sort of lull in activity, people that

18 were helping other people were there, people that were

19 mobile and wanted to get out I think had gone, and there

20 was almost a sort of lull in activity, and then

21 I remember a window shattering, I remember because it

22 was quite startling hearing the window shatter, and it

23 was back towards -- I remember it being back towards

24 where I was standing when the bomb went off and where we

25 were, so towards the back part of the train, and then
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 1 Peter Zimonjic came through and they helped two young

 2 women through, who I understand were trainee nurses.

 3 Q. Until that point, had there ever been a time when you

 4 were in the carriage on your own, as far as you were

 5 aware, other than, of course, the man in the crater and

 6 Mr Gardner, whose legs you had tourniqueted? Did you

 7 detect that the other person who was helping Mr Brewster

 8 had remained there throughout, so you were never left on

 9 your own?

10 A. I got the impression that he had remained there until

11 the gentleman passed away. At some stage -- I can't

12 remember exactly when, which was fairly -- I think it

13 was fairly early on, I remember I was busy doing

14 something with David, I turned around to look back, and

15 the gentleman had passed away. The gentleman that was

16 with him, talking to him, I think left after that.

17 Q. Do you recollect whether there were any other people

18 around the gentleman who passed away? Because we will

19 hear evidence shortly about two or three people at

20 various times trying to help Mr Brewster, the man wedged

21 into the crater.

22 A. Someone had suggested taking him down through the train

23 at some stage, and I can't remember if it was before or

24 after he had passed away. I remember the Asian

25 gentleman I mentioned earlier, I remember him walking
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 1 past once or twice again. And I remember someone

 2 walking around asking if anyone wanted any water.

 3 Someone had collected water, I think, and was passing

 4 water out.

 5 Q. So in addition to yourself, there was the injured

 6 gentleman who had helped you initially, there was the

 7 person who was holding the man, Mr Brewster's hand, and

 8 there might have been somebody else --

 9 A. Mr Brewster's hand, yes.

10 Q. -- passing out water?

11 A. My recollection was that the gentleman passing out water

12 was the gentleman who was originally holding

13 Mr Brewster's hand. Either before he was holding his

14 hand or after, sorry, I can't remember exactly.

15 Q. No, of course, it's extremely difficult, Mr Rennie.

16 Do you recollect, at the point that the man passed

17 away, whether he had been moved down through the hole in

18 which you had initially found him?

19 A. No, they moved him after he had died.

20 Q. Tell us, please, about what happened when Mr Zimonjic

21 came into the carriage from the adjacent train? Did he

22 come and help you with Mr Gardner?

23 A. He came walking down -- yes, he came down through the

24 carriage and asked if he could do anything, and I asked

25 him for his shirt. I was concerned that my shirt wasn't
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 1 enough for David's leg and, also, David's hand needed

 2 some sort of wrapping, the skin on the top of his hand

 3 had been -- a whole flap of skin had been completely

 4 sort of cut off.

 5 So I asked him for his shirt. I was concerned about

 6 the femoral artery. Even although the injury seemed to

 7 be on the opposite side of his leg, the outside of his

 8 leg, I wanted to make it tighter, I wanted to put a bit

 9 more pressure on it, I was just concerned that, if he

10 was losing blood, you know, I'd rather it wasn't through

11 his big femoral artery.

12 So I asked him for his shirt, he took it off, he

13 tore the shirt up, he wrapped my hand, my wrist, because

14 my wrist had started bleeding by then, and he helped me

15 wrap David Gardner's hand as well. I took part of his

16 shirt, tied knots it, and then wrapped it again around

17 David's leg again, just as tight -- to try to make it

18 more secure. I also remember making a pad out of some

19 of the leftovers and shoving it between the bandage and

20 his femoral artery, just to try to slow things.

21 Q. Did Mr Zimonjic stay with you and Mr Gardner throughout,

22 or do you recollect whether he went off down the

23 carriage to try to look at the other injured people?

24 A. My recollection was he was there all the time. The two

25 trainee nurses that came along, one of them I think was
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 1 struggling a little bit with the scene, if you will, and

 2 the other one seemed a little more confident.

 3 She walked up and -- there was no light at the time,

 4 not enough light to see anything, so a lot of us took

 5 mobile phones and sort of illuminated the screens and

 6 shone them on to David's leg so she could have a look.

 7 She didn't want to take any of the bandages or anything

 8 off, so she said "Look, we'll leave it like that".

 9 At that time, I remember Peter still being one of

10 the guys with a mobile phone, and I remember having

11 conversations with him, I remember him saying goodbye

12 when he left, so my recollection is he stayed there most

13 of the time, but -- sorry, that's my recollection,

14 I don't know if he went off or not. My recollection was

15 he was there all the time.

16 Q. There is some suggestion in other material in a book

17 written about the events on that day to the effect that

18 Mr Zimonjic may have tried to see whether one of the

19 persons lying on the floor of the carriage near door D3

20 was alive by checking their airway and breathing and so

21 on.

22 A. Yes.

23 Q. Do you recollect whether anybody did approach anybody in

24 that area to see whether they were alive or dead after

25 you had ascertained --
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 1 A. I remember a gentleman coming through, who I assume was

 2 a first response gentleman, short, stocky, all business,

 3 he came through there fairly quickly, and he asked us

 4 directly, "Did anyone check the pulse?", and this was of

 5 the gentleman that was lying next to David, if you will.

 6 He asked me if anyone had checked the pulse of the

 7 gentleman lying there, and that's when we all said --

 8 including Peter, we all said, no, we hadn't. That was

 9 the first time we had thought about it. We all said we

10 hadn't, and I remember him literally very quickly

11 saying, "Look, people are on their way", and he just

12 moved through and he was just checking to see and

13 assessing and seeing what was going on.

14 He came through later again with tags, priority

15 tags, and deceased tags, but he was one of the first

16 guys I remember, other than a fireman, who actually came

17 through the train, but, no, I don't remember anyone else

18 checking a pulse.

19 Q. In your statement, you describe how there came a time

20 when paramedics appeared in number and began assessing

21 people in the carriage, including, of course,

22 Mr Gardner, and you assessed -- and we appreciate it's

23 very difficult -- that it was about 45 minutes before

24 paramedics began treating people in the carriage. Can

25 you help us with that?
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 1 A. Okay, I read my statement again, this is the typed

 2 statement, not the one I signed, handwritten, but there

 3 are a couple of things in there that I remember

 4 reasonably clearly the same way every time I've told the

 5 story, and it essentially goes chronologically like

 6 this: the first person I saw was Dave, who I thought was

 7 a police officer. The second person I saw -- and

 8 I can't remember exactly, I think it was probably around

 9 30, 35 minutes -- was a fireman coming through and

10 assessing the integrity of the train itself. He said he

11 needed to check that it was stable enough for people to

12 come down. The third thing I remember, which was

13 probably about 40 minutes is my recollection, was people

14 going to the train next door and ushering those

15 passengers out, and they were wearing high visibility

16 vests. It didn't look like they were wearing their

17 fireman's helmets or anything, but they were emergency

18 response people, they were ushering people out, and then

19 I remember the gentleman coming back, short, stocky,

20 first-response-type gentleman coming back with priority

21 tags. That must have probably been -- my recollection

22 is very much around the same time, 40, 45 minutes.

23 Q. All right.

24 A. He then very quickly moved through, put priority tags on

25 us and, after that, the paramedics started coming
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 1 through. I know my statement doesn't say that, but

 2 that's how I remember it. The statement is not exactly

 3 as I remember saying it.

 4 Q. If that was 45 minutes, the period of time before the

 5 paramedics arrived to treat Mr Gardner, can you assess

 6 how much time elapsed between the explosion and the

 7 point that you recollect that Mr Brewster passed away?

 8 A. I'd have to say a very short period of time. Gee,

 9 I would be surprised if it was just 20 minutes. Again,

10 you know, time was -- keeping accurate time wasn't

11 something that I was concentrating on, but my

12 recollection was it was a very short space of time that

13 he lived for.

14 If I had to put a figure to it, I'd say 20 minutes,

15 that's my recollection.

16 Q. Returning to the paramedic who came through the carriage

17 with tags, there is --

18 A. Yes.

19 Q. -- some suggestion elsewhere that, when the paramedic

20 arrived, he not only placed tags on those persons whom

21 you found on the floor of the carriage, but he felt for

22 the pulse in the bodies of those on whom he placed

23 a tag. Do you recollect him doing that?

24 A. My recollection was he did that the first time he came

25 through. I don't remember him coming through --
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 1 I remember him coming through two distinct times.

 2 The first time, he was literally moving through very

 3 quickly, because I remember asking him when people are

 4 coming. The second time I remember him walking through,

 5 he brought these tags and he was putting tags on

 6 everything. I remember because I asked him to look at

 7 David, he was trying to put a tag on the body that was

 8 in the rubble, and it was an elastic band and he was

 9 trying to find a place to put it. I said "Look, give

10 that to me, I'll do that, you just look at David".

11 But he was first response, he explained -- I can't

12 remember whether he explained or not, but literally his

13 task looked to be prioritising the injured people who

14 were on the train.

15 Q. So when you refer to the person whose body was in the

16 rubble, that is the person whom you described as being

17 in the area of double door D3 between the overhead

18 handrail and the door, and it was --

19 A. Correct.

20 Q. -- you who placed the tag on that person?

21 A. Placed the tag on the body is more accurate. There was

22 no way to attach an elastic band to the body. So

23 I literally put the tag on the top.

24 Q. When the paramedic returned with the tags, was that when

25 the medical treatment of Mr Gardner commenced, or was
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 1 there a further delay?

 2 A. It was immediately after -- well, when I say

 3 "immediately after", I would guess it was probably about

 4 10 to 15 minutes after that. The paramedic came through

 5 and she started treating David.

 6 Q. We take it that perhaps some sort of intravenous line

 7 was inserted. Do you recollect if that was done?

 8 A. Definitely. One of the first things she did was put the

 9 drip in. David was semi-conscious at this stage. He'd

10 gone into shock. He had explained to us before he

11 started going unconscious that he was losing feeling in

12 his extremities, you know, his skin was cold and clammy

13 and so on. So the first thing she did was she put an

14 intravenous drip in him and then started having a look,

15 I assumed at the rest of his injuries.

16 It was at the same time that the walking wounded

17 were being ushered out of the train. That is incorrect

18 in my statement, I don't know why that was put in there

19 like that.

20 Q. Could you tell us something of the deterioration in

21 Mr Gardner's state during this time, because we

22 understand that, at the beginning, he was able to tell

23 everybody around him that he was preparing for the

24 playing of a role in a Shakespearean play. I think he

25 was playing Brutus.
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 1 A. Yes, yes.

 2 Q. And you were able to ascertain, I think, that he was an

 3 accountant, from Paddington, and so on and so forth.

 4 But from what you've said, by the time the paramedic

 5 arrived to treat him, he had gone into shock and, may we

 6 presume, was very much quieter and in very much worse

 7 a state than he had been at the beginning?

 8 A. Yes, what had happened was, when the paramedic

 9 started -- sorry, he started off fully conscious,

10 obviously like the rest of us a little shocked, but

11 fully conscious, we were able to have a conversation.

12 He grew up in the town I did my national service in,

13 I found out about his family, I found out what he was

14 doing, he had a conversation with other people, he was

15 making jokes, and then he started getting quite tired.

16 We laid him down on someone's briefcase. Then he

17 started getting cold, so we covered him up, I think we

18 used Peter's jacket and a few other people took their

19 jackets off and we covered him with that. Then he

20 started -- it was almost as if he was falling asleep and

21 waking up and falling asleep and waking up.

22 So I kept speaking to him and telling him --

23 Peter Zimonjic as well -- speaking to him and telling

24 him "Look, you know, stay with us, keep talking". We'd

25 ask him questions, and right before the paramedics
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 1 arrived is when he started sort of going in and out of

 2 consciousness, and it was about that time, as I said,

 3 that the walking wounded were being taken out. Peter

 4 started saying goodbye, I was going to go, and then

 5 David woke up. When I say "woke up", he had one of his

 6 more lucid moments and he said "Jason, Jason, where are

 7 you?" I just figured it would probably be better, in

 8 the state that he was in, to stay with him until it was

 9 time for him to go out.

10 Q. There is some suggestion in the witness statement of

11 another witness that, around this time, you walked down

12 the train with another man, Mr MacDonald, to speak to

13 a lady further down the train who was screaming. Do you

14 recollect that?

15 A. No. I had a conversation with John once, and he seems

16 to remember joking and laughing and sitting on a seat

17 speaking to a lady or two ladies. I don't remember

18 doing that at all.

19 Q. Do you remember John -- that's John MacDonald -- being

20 outside the train standing on the track and looking into

21 the carriage through the double doors?

22 A. Yes, I seem to remember it was John who I asked to speak

23 to the gentleman who passed away, Mr Brewster.

24 Q. Did he stay there throughout with you and Mr Brewster

25 and subsequently Mr Gardner?
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 1 A. As I said, after Mr Brewster passed away, I seem to

 2 remember John moving up and down along the outside the

 3 carriage, asking if he could help.

 4 Q. Was there a difficulty in moving Mr Gardner out of the

 5 carriage? Did anybody have to go and get a stretcher or

 6 a scoop of any type to get him out?

 7 A. Yes. What had happened was, after the walking wounded

 8 had gone out, most -- the services brought in stretchers

 9 and put them next to the people who needed to be

10 evacuated, couldn't walk out by themselves. They were

11 the flatboard-type stretcher, put David on it, covered

12 him with a blanket and strapped him to it. I remember

13 they did that with a few other people as well, because

14 I remember looking down the carriage and just seeing

15 a row of stretchers in the centre of the carriage with

16 people on them.

17 And then they took him out from the tail-end of the

18 train direction. I didn't see exactly where they went.

19 And then, when they got to David, the paramedic picked

20 up one end of his stretcher, someone else picked up

21 another end, and they started carrying him down the

22 train, but they carried him from our train through a set

23 of double doors on to the train next door and we went

24 out the end of that train, that was my recollection.

25 Q. There is some suggestion that Peter Zimonjic had to go
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 1 and look for a stretcher. Do you recollect somebody

 2 leaving to look for a stretcher?

 3 A. No, no, I don't remember that.

 4 Q. Did you continue to ground level and go up to ground

 5 level alongside Mr Gardner?

 6 A. No, what happened was they took him off the -- they took

 7 him out the back of the train. I then -- a fireman put

 8 a ladder on there and I walked -- I climbed out the end

 9 of the train. Then they pointed me in the direction of

10 the platform and said "That's the way you're going".

11 They put David on a dolly on the tracks and actually

12 wheeled him off and that dolly carried on going past the

13 platform towards a different -- it seemed to just carry

14 on past the platform. I then walked out on my own, out

15 on the platform, onto the platform steps, and found some

16 London Underground staff were there around that time,

17 and they helped me get up the stairs onto street level.

18 Q. You had no shirt, I think you had a bag with you, and

19 you were obviously aware that you had a severe injury to

20 your wrist. Were you taken to the Royal Free at

21 Hampstead to be treated?

22 A. I had the collar of my shirt wrapped around my head, it

23 doesn't say that in my statement, but I had picked up an

24 injury on the side of my head from something I had hit

25 that required six stitches, I think, and it was bleeding
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 1 on David while I was kneeling over him, so I tied what

 2 was left of my shirt, which was really the collar and

 3 shoulder piece, around the top of my head, so I had that

 4 on. I had my arm in a sling. The paramedic's bag was

 5 there, my arm was starting to hurt, so I took a sling

 6 out of the paramedic's bag and just slinged my arm up.

 7 I had my bag with me and, when I got to street

 8 level, I was directed to -- I think it was

 9 a Marks & Spencers; I'm not sure whether it was

10 a Marks & Spencers or a Waitrose, I think it was

11 a Marks & Spencers. I went into the Marks & Spencers,

12 they gave me a dressing gown and they gave me some water

13 and there was a gentleman in there who I assumed was

14 a doctor, he had a stethoscope round his neck, and was

15 doing an initial assessment of people and just looking

16 to see what their injuries were. He was the first

17 person that had a look at me.

18 He lifted the bandage slightly on the side and left

19 it there. He looked at my wrist and left that there,

20 and then just asked me about anything else that was

21 sore, injured, and then we sat in a chair there for

22 a while, and then they took us across to the

23 Hilton Hotel, which is diagonally across from the

24 station, and there seemed to be a bit more of a sort of

25 medical triage set up over there, there seemed to be
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 1 what was -- appeared to be doctors and nurses maybe.

 2 They rebandaged my head, they tied a bigger bandage

 3 round my wrist, didn't take the actual shirt material

 4 off it, left that on, and then they had -- I think they

 5 had counsellors there, people were asking for a -- can

 6 they -- can they notify anyone, do we need anything, are

 7 we feeling okay, and I can't remember how long we stayed

 8 there but, after that, they took us to the Royal Free.

 9 In a police van.

10 MR KEITH: Mr Rennie, thank you very much indeed. Will you

11 stay there? The questioning hasn't quite finished.

12 There will be some further questions for you.

13 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Ms Gallagher?

14 Questions by MS GALLAGHER

15 MS GALLAGHER: Mr Rennie, I represent four families who lost

16 their loved ones at Edgware Road, in fact it's all four

17 male victims who died that day, and that includes the

18 Brewster family, whose husband, father or brother was

19 Stan Brewster, the man in the hole whom you've

20 described. I've been asked on behalf of the family to

21 thank you very much for the efforts you made in

22 attempting to move him from the hole when you first came

23 across him, the family have asked me to pass that on.

24 They're extremely grateful for the efforts you made,

25 despite the fact that Stan ultimately lost his life that
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 1 day.

 2 There's just a number of things I need to explore

 3 with you, most of them have been touched on by Mr Keith

 4 so I don't expect to be very long.

 5 Could I, first of all, take you to the diagram which

 6 is headed "Probable positions of passengers in 2nd

 7 carriage at time of explosion".

 8 A. Yes.

 9 Q. It's [INQ10282-8].

10 Now, you've told us that you weren't at position 36,

11 rather you were at position 33, which of course fits

12 with the diagram that you gave to the police.

13 A. Yes.

14 Q. You can see from this graph overall there's

15 a description of 38 people in the carriage. In your

16 statement to the police, you said your recollection was

17 that all the seats in the carriage were taken and there

18 was about a person to every corner. You said you

19 thought it was busy, but not too crowded.

20 Looking at this graph, Mr Rennie, do you think this

21 is an accurate, overall picture of how crowded the

22 carriage was, or do you think there were additional

23 people there?

24 A. To the best of my recollection, that's about as crowded

25 as the train was. There may have been -- in my
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 1 recollection, it may have been that there were more

 2 people in different positions and so on, but certainly

 3 no more than I see on the diagram.

 4 Q. That's very helpful, thank you. You've described in

 5 some detail arriving further up the carriage and seeing

 6 the man in the hole. You've described, first of all,

 7 seeing him stretching out his arm for help, his right

 8 hand, you think, and saying "Help me"?

 9 A. Yes.

10 Q. Did you hear him say anything else other than "Help me"

11 at this point?

12 A. No, "Help me, please help me", is what I remember.

13 Q. Do you recall him at any point saying anything other

14 than "Help me" or screaming, is that all you heard?

15 A. Sorry, I'm just trying to remember. There were people

16 that asked us to -- gave us a message or two. No,

17 nothing else.

18 Q. In your statement and in your evidence today, you've

19 described trying to help them get out of the hole and

20 you've described asking the Indian or Asian male to help

21 you do that.

22 You've said that, when you pulled him up, you could

23 then see his legs were badly damaged and you say in your

24 statement it was then you realised he was badly hurt.

25 Can we take it from this it wasn't evident that he was
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 1 badly hurt from seeing the top of his torso?

 2 A. Strangely enough, no, I remember that fairly clearly.

 3 The top half of his body that I could see -- it was

 4 obviously folded like this in the hole -- looked to be

 5 relatively uninjured. That was the reason that

 6 I considered moving him. I mean, if I had known he was

 7 as injured as he was, I wouldn't even have considered

 8 lifting him. But he looked to be just someone who may

 9 have fallen in the hole, stumbling around and, you know,

10 was stuck there and was a bit -- was scared.

11 So he looked relatively uninjured, even his face,

12 I don't recall him having any injuries on his face.

13 That's my recollection.

14 Q. But the picture was very different obviously when you

15 attempted to take him out?

16 A. Yes.

17 Q. You've then said, both in your statement and in your

18 oral evidence today, that people started to speak to him

19 and comfort him. You said "some people" today, and you

20 later told us that you were quite sure that the person

21 who held his hand was John MacDonald. Can you recall

22 how many people were helping him at this point as well

23 as John MacDonald?

24 A. I seem to remember there were one or two people with

25 him, but I seem to remember John being the one holding
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 1 his hand and speaking to him.

 2 You know, my judgment or my recollection may have

 3 been clouded by the fact that I had a conversation with

 4 John about it afterwards. I didn't know his name,

 5 I didn't know where he was on the train, I was asked to

 6 meet up with him. A good few months after it happened,

 7 I think we managed to meet up, and I think in that

 8 conversation he mentioned that he held his hand, he said

 9 someone was ordering him around, he thinks it was me.

10 I asked him if he remembered someone saying "Can I help,

11 can I help?", and I remember saying "Please hold this

12 guy's hand, speak to him, until help arrives", and

13 that's why I think it was John.

14 Q. So, in fact, when you said earlier today -- the

15 reference my Lady is page 34, line 25 -- that you seem

16 to remember it was John MacDonald who held his hand, is

17 that something you're quite sure of from your memory of

18 the day, or is that something which has come to you now

19 after your subsequent conversations with him?

20 A. I wasn't sure at the time of my statement, but after

21 I met John, something in my memory triggered,

22 recognising his face.

23 But again, if you had asked me to try to look at it

24 as objectively as I can, I think it was John that was

25 holding his hand and speaking to him.
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 1 Q. Thank you very much. You've later described hearing

 2 a smashing window after there had been a period of lull

 3 as you described it.

 4 A. Yes.

 5 Q. That's later on. At this time, when you were there, and

 6 when you asked a man, who may be John MacDonald, to hold

 7 Stan's hand, had you at that point seen or heard anyone

 8 else smashing into the carriage from the adjacent

 9 carriage?

10 A. No, that wasn't my recollection, no.

11 Q. In your statement, you describe that it's after you have

12 applied the tourniquet to David Gardner that you see

13 people coming into the carriage and offering to help.

14 Is that the right chronology, that people come in after

15 the tourniquet?

16 A. Yes, the first tourniquet. The second one was obviously

17 after they had arrived, when I'd taken Peter's shirt

18 from him.

19 Q. Again, you've been asked some questions about timing and

20 we appreciate it's extremely difficult for you to give

21 any estimate of time.

22 When you described that lull in activity, can you

23 give us any indication of roughly how long that was?

24 Was it a matter of seconds, minutes?

25 A. I'd say minutes probably, 10 minutes maybe, 15 minutes,
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 1 it was almost as if the initial flurry of people running

 2 around, agitated and so on, had almost calmed down and

 3 it was just a case of us saying, we're really just

 4 waiting for someone to come and assist.

 5 Q. You describe in your statement how, when Mr Zimonjic and

 6 the nurses arrived and were helping out David Gardner,

 7 you say, at that point, just to quote from your

 8 statement, "The guy in the hole was dead".

 9 Are you certain that he had died by the time

10 Mr Zimonjic and the nurses arrived in the carriage?

11 A. I was fairly confident that he was, yes.

12 Q. How did you know that, Mr Rennie?

13 A. It's a strange thing to say, but you can tell when the

14 lights in someone's eyes have gone out, if you will.

15 His eyes were open and fixed, he wasn't moving, he

16 didn't appear to be breathing, but I never checked, and

17 the gentleman that was holding his hand, I think, when

18 I looked at him, had shaken his head and was getting

19 ready to move on.

20 Q. Now, we know from the run of events that you gave to

21 Mr Keith that you remember Peter Zimonjic and the two

22 trainee nurses arriving after this official, if we call

23 him that, Dave. Can you tell us whether the man in the

24 hole, Stan Brewster, was still alive at the time that

25 Dave arrived into the carriage?
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 1 A. That's a difficult one. That is a difficult one.

 2 Q. If you don't know, there's no problem.

 3 A. I can't remember. I'd like to say it was after he had

 4 died, but as I said, the timing is a bit hazy for me,

 5 I can't remember exactly. I mean, bearing in mind

 6 I turned around and saw he had passed away, so he may

 7 have passed away before that, I don't know. I never

 8 physically saw him pass away.

 9 Q. Mr Rennie, this may seem like an odd question because

10 you haven't referred to it, so it may be assumed you

11 don't recall this: do you recall, at any time, seeing

12 anyone attempting to apply a tourniquet to

13 Stan Brewster, the man in the hole?

14 A. No.

15 Q. Another question: do you recall -- again, it's very

16 murky and you haven't referred to it, so it may be that

17 you simply can't help us on this -- seeing any of the

18 individuals around Mr Brewster wearing a red tie?

19 A. No.

20 Q. If I could just take you to [INQ10282-9], which is the

21 other diagram, it's the diagram entitled "Positions of

22 deceased in 2nd carriage post-explosion"?

23 A. Yes.

24 Q. Now, you referred in your evidence to standing on

25 someone whom you believed was dead when you were walking

45

Hearing transcripts – 9 November 2010 – Morning session

Reproduced courtesy of www.independent.gov.uk/7julyinquests

PDF print version produced & hosted by J7: The July 7th Truth Campaign - www.julyseventh.co.uk



 1 up the carriage at first. You've obviously referred to

 2 that as being a male body and you described initially

 3 feeling embarrassed. I can certainly tell you on behalf

 4 of the family who we think is the family affected that

 5 you shouldn't feel any embarrassment and that you did as

 6 much as you could that day, so you certainly shouldn't

 7 feel any guilt or embarrassment in respect of that.

 8 Could I just ask you something about that person?

 9 You've told us in your evidence that you think that body

10 was originally lying between seats 8 to 25 on that

11 graph.

12 A. Yes, the reason I say that is because the hand was on

13 David's leg. I remember, when I squatted down to look

14 at David's leg, he was off my rear left side, lying sort

15 of with his head that way.

16 Q. Of course, David Gardner you recall being at seats 26 to

17 25, so they are alongside each other?

18 A. Yes.

19 Q. You referred earlier to a short, stocky, all business

20 individual, the reference is page 28, line 10, who asked

21 you whether anyone had checked for a pulse, had checked

22 that person, between seats 18 and 25 for a pulse.

23 A. Yes.

24 Q. Can you just clarify, it wasn't entirely clear from your

25 evidence earlier, did that person, the short, stocky
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 1 man, then check for a pulse?

 2 A. Yes.

 3 Q. Just to clarify, you're quite certain, just running

 4 through your chronology, that he arrived at

 5 approximately the 40-minute mark, so he arrives at the

 6 same time as the people in the high visibility vests

 7 that you see, it's about 40 minutes after the explosion?

 8 A. Yes, that's as I remember it.

 9 Q. So as far as you are aware, the first time anybody

10 checked that body for a pulse was 40 minutes after the

11 explosion?

12 A. Yes.

13 Q. There's just one final thing I need to check with you.

14 Again, just referring to that diagram, you've described

15 seeing a number of other bodies, Mr Rennie, and you seem

16 to describe two separate positions.

17 You described the pile of rubble, which is between

18 doors D3 and D4, and then you described seeing the

19 attempted CPR between doors D1 and D2. Is that correct?

20 A. Yes.

21 Q. In your statement, you described seeing, on the other

22 side of the crater, two bodies lying on the ground, and

23 you described seeing attempted CPR.

24 Can I just clarify, was that two bodies in total, or

25 was it three in total, was it two bodies and the person
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 1 with the CPR?

 2 A. Sorry, no. I saw a person giving CPR to someone, that's

 3 what I saw. I didn't see two bodies lying the other

 4 side of the crater. I just saw a gentleman giving CPR

 5 to someone on the ground who I couldn't make out, that's

 6 what I remember seeing.

 7 Q. That's very helpful. From your statement, it was

 8 unclear because you simply described on the other side

 9 of the crater seeing CPR and two bodies lying on the

10 ground, but in fact, those two bodies that you're

11 referring to weren't at that end where the CPR is being

12 attempted?

13 A. No.

14 Q. They're between D3 and D4, that's the pile of rubble you

15 were referring to?

16 A. Correct, correct.

17 MS GALLAGHER: That's very helpful, Mr Rennie. If you could

18 just give me a moment. I've nothing further, thank you.

19 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Thank you, Ms Gallagher.

20 Mr Saunders?

21 Questions by MR SAUNDERS

22 MR SAUNDERS: Mr Rennie, I've only got one matter I'd

23 welcome your assistance with. You've described seeing

24 a gentleman giving CPR towards doors D1 and 2.

25 A. Yes.
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 1 Q. Can you help us with this -- and again, I repeat what

 2 has already been said to you, if you have a difficulty

 3 with the timing then please just say so -- from the time

 4 of the explosion to seeing this, how long has passed?

 5 A. Difficult one. I'd have to say probably the time it

 6 took me to walk to go over towards Michael Brewster, try

 7 to help him, turn around and squat down with David and

 8 tie the tourniquet and look up, so I don't know, what's

 9 that, 20 -- 20 to 30 minutes? I'm not sure.

10 But if you had to ask me just to think about it, out

11 of that sort of order, I'd have to say it was

12 20 minutes, if not slightly less, it was quite soon

13 after the bomb blast, but it was enough time for the

14 carriage to clear enough to see that side, so it must

15 have been at least 15 to 20 minutes.

16 MR SAUNDERS: Thank you, Mr Rennie.

17 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Yes, Ms Canby?

18 Questions by MS CANBY

19 MS CANBY: Mr Rennie, I have some questions to ask you on

20 behalf of Transport for London. Can you hear me?

21 A. Yes.

22 Q. The driver of the bombed train was a Mr Ray Whitehurst

23 and he's giving his evidence next week. He says that at

24 about 8.51, so two minutes after the explosion, he made

25 a PA announcement to inform passengers that staff were
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 1 aware of the incident and help was on its way. Did you

 2 hear that announcement?

 3 A. No.

 4 Q. He also --

 5 A. Not that I recall.

 6 Q. Not that you recall. He also says --

 7 A. Sorry, if I could just interrupt, I'd have to say that

 8 the train was so badly damaged I would have been

 9 surprised if anything worked in that carriage.

10 Q. Were you deafened by the effects of the blast?

11 A. Yes, I perforated an ear drum, but the effect was like

12 walking around with my fingers in my ears.

13 Q. So you didn't hear any PA --

14 A. I wasn't deafened, as in I couldn't hear anything,

15 I could hear noises and I could hear people speaking if

16 they spoke really loudly.

17 Q. You've talked about a man called Dave who you say was

18 the first man into the bombed carriage. Are you able to

19 say how long after the explosion he entered the bombed

20 carriage?

21 A. 15 minutes, 20 minutes.

22 Q. You've told us that he had a torch and he was wearing

23 black trousers and a white shirt.

24 A. Yes.

25 Q. Are you able to describe him any further?
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 1 A. I'd have to say probably medium build, 5' 7", somewhere

 2 around that. I think he had either very short hair or

 3 he was bald.

 4 Q. Was he wearing a high visibility vest?

 5 A. Not that I remember, not that I remember.

 6 Q. You have told us that you could see people ushering

 7 passengers out of the next door train and they were

 8 wearing high visibility vests. Were they orange high

 9 visibility vests?

10 A. Yes.

11 MS CANBY: Thank you, Mr Rennie, I don't have any further

12 questions.

13 A. I think they were, yes, I think they were, yes.

14 MS CANBY: Thank you, I don't have any further questions.

15 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Any other questions? Yes?

16 Questions by MR DIXEY

17 MR DIXEY: Mr Rennie, I appear on behalf of the Metropolitan

18 Police Service. I just have one question, if I may.

19 You've been asked about a gentleman called Dave. If

20 I can refer you to your statement that you gave to the

21 police on 12 July, you said -- if I quote:

22 "The first person I, in fact, noticed who came to

23 assist was a firearms officer called Dave."

24 How did you know the officer to be a firearms

25 officer?
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 1 A. It's funny, I read that, I don't remember saying that,

 2 interestingly. I don't remember saying he was

 3 a firearms officer. And if I think about it now,

 4 I don't recall him having a firearm on him. I remember

 5 him having that sort of tool belt that the police wear,

 6 but I don't remember seeing a firearm.

 7 Q. Do you recall him giving you his surname?

 8 A. No.

 9 Q. Because --

10 A. He actually said "David". He didn't say "Dave", he said

11 "David".

12 Q. Because there was, in fact, an officer inside the train,

13 a PC David Hill, who was a diplomatic protection group

14 officer, who therefore would have been armed. Does that

15 ring any bells?

16 A. No.

17 Q. Does it assist --

18 A. Was he wearing a uniform?

19 Q. He would have been wearing uniform. Was the Dave that

20 you recall wearing a uniform?

21 A. I recall him wearing a uniform, the police uniform,

22 which is the white shirt and the black trousers.

23 Q. You describe in your evidence that he was outside of the

24 train. Could I suggest that there certainly was

25 a PC David Hill inside the train who assisted in giving
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 1 aid to Mr Gardner. Does that jog your recollection at

 2 all?

 3 A. He definitely was there when I was with David and he

 4 walked -- my recollection is he was walking outside the

 5 train, when he got to our door he climbed up and

 6 squatted on the edge of the -- on the ledge of the train

 7 at the door, if you will. I remember that because

 8 I seem to remember he was wearing boots, polished boots,

 9 but boots nonetheless, which looked a bit out of place

10 with the black trousers. But not unusual in what

11 police -- I've seen police wear.

12 Q. If you were able to see his boots, do we take it that

13 you could see the lower part of his body and, therefore,

14 that possibly he was on the same level as you, is that

15 fair?

16 A. Like I said, he climbed up and he was squatting just

17 inside the door, which was the floor of the train, if

18 you will, the same level as me.

19 Q. Finally, you say he was the first person that you saw.

20 Do we take it from that he was the first person from the

21 emergency services that you saw on the day?

22 A. Yes, he was the first person from the emergency services

23 that I recall seeing, yes.

24 MR DIXEY: I'm grateful for that, thank you. My Lady, for

25 your reference PC Hill will be giving evidence next
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 1 week.

 2 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Thank you very much. Any other

 3 questions for Mr Rennie?

 4 Mr Rennie, can you hear me?

 5 A. Yes, I can.

 6 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Thank you very much for taking the

 7 time and trouble to give evidence before me. I suspect

 8 your national service training did play a part in your

 9 response that day but, for the most part, it was your

10 strength of character. Despite your own injury, you did

11 everything possible to help the dead and the dying and

12 we thank you for that. Thank you for helping us.

13 A. Thank you.

14 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Would that be a sensible time?

15 MR KEITH: My Lady, yes.

16 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: 15 minutes.

17 (11.17 am)

18 (A short break)

19 (11.32 am)

20 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Yes, Mr Keith?

21 MR KEITH: My Lady, the next witness is David Gardner.

22 My Lady, there's no hearing loop in court and

23 Mr Gardner's ears were affected by the explosion, and so

24 I hope you will forgive me, we will have to do a certain

25 amount of shouting.
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 1 MR DAVID PATRICK SHAND GARDNER (sworn)

 2 Questions by MR KEITH

 3 MR KEITH: Mr Gardner, good morning.

 4 A. Good morning.

 5 Q. Could I ask you to give the court your full name,

 6 please?

 7 A. My full name is David Patrick Shand Gardner.

 8 Q. Mr Gardner, we are aware from the explosion on 7 July

 9 you suffered a number of very serious injuries,

10 including damage to your ears. If you can't hear what

11 anybody has to say this morning, please say so and don't

12 hesitate to ask us to speak up.

13 A. No, I'm fine. I certainly heard all Jason said, and

14 just a few of the questions were faint, but I could read

15 the ones that I couldn't hear. I have a hearing aid on

16 the left ear which would do with a loop, but I'm told

17 that loops aren't available.

18 Q. I'm very sorry.

19 A. But my hearing in my right ear -- yes, I'm fine.

20 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: They are generally available,

21 Mr Gardner, it's just we need a little notice and I'm

22 sorry, we should have --

23 A. That's fine.

24 MR KEITH: On Thursday, 7 July, we know from your witness

25 statement to the police that you walked to Finchley Road
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 1 station to go to work at the Evening Standard.

 2 A. That's right.

 3 Q. I think you took the Metropolitan Line down to

 4 Baker Street?

 5 A. I did.

 6 Q. At Baker Street, you changed on to the Circle Line --

 7 A. Yes.

 8 Q. -- to go westbound?

 9 A. Dropped my child off at the nursery at 8.00, went to

10 Finchley Road, one stop to Metropolitan Line, crossed

11 over, Baker Street, one stop to Edgware Road.

12 Q. Do you recollect which part of the train you entered at

13 Baker Street?

14 A. Strangely, I was -- all this time walking and

15 travelling, I was reading my play script, and was pretty

16 much enveloped in that, but I do believe I was quite --

17 I walked on to Baker Street station and walked quite far

18 down the platform, so it must have been one of the front

19 carriages I must have got on.

20 Q. We've heard evidence already about the forthcoming role

21 that you were to play --

22 A. I was also directing the play, it was a week away, and

23 we had just done a full run-through the night before.

24 Q. What was it, if I may ask?

25 A. I was playing Brutus and the play was Julius Caesar,
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 1 Shakespeare, and we were performing, the

 2 Hampstead Players, at our parish church.

 3 Q. Were you still reading the script as you walked on to

 4 the carriage?

 5 A. I was, the whole time. I wish I had seen the Metro with

 6 the picture of the wonderful win of the Olympic Games

 7 which I had been celebrating the lunchtime before, but,

 8 no, I never did see that Metro, I was reading my script.

 9 Q. Did you sit down in the carriage?

10 A. I did. I probably wrote in my statement I don't usually

11 sit, or didn't usually sit on Tubes, but I was tired,

12 and I sat, and as I got on to the -- sat in the first

13 seat on the right.

14 Q. Could you have a look, please, at one of our documents

15 at [INQ10282-8]? You will see in the middle of the

16 diagram towards the bottom side -- that's the side that

17 was nearest the tunnel wall in the tunnel -- a seat

18 marked on this plan as 19 and your name appears against

19 it on the bottom of the list, "David Patrick Gardner".

20 Do you recollect that that is where you sat --

21 A. I do.

22 Q. -- maybe at the end of a bank of seats in the middle of

23 the carriage on the tunnel wall side?

24 A. That's -- yes, that's the seat I sat at, yes.

25 Q. Do you recollect anything of the explosion itself?
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 1 A. I do. The explosion itself, I remember hearing an

 2 almighty "pop", which I discovered two weeks later, when

 3 they were describing what happened on the 21st, it must

 4 have been the detonator, but it was a "pop" noise. To

 5 me, it sounded like a balloon bursting. Then I remember

 6 flying through the air, really, from my seated position,

 7 and obviously dark, black soot, kinetically everything

 8 hitting each other, noise, and then I came to -- it

 9 seemed to last forever, I would describe it like Alice

10 in Wonderland going down a rabbit hole, I landed on the

11 floor in front of where I was sitting, at a sort of

12 right-angled position with my legs out that away, and

13 sort of parallel to -- or at right angles to where my

14 seat was, where I discovered myself.

15 Q. In your statement, you appear to have been able to

16 recollect specifically that the lights went out, but may

17 we take it that this was more a reflection of the dust

18 and the debris being thrown around?

19 A. Yes, I didn't -- I don't remember recollecting in my

20 statement that the lights went out, I just remember it

21 was just --

22 Q. Dark?

23 A. Because we had been in the open air at Edgware Road,

24 which is famously sort of light, and I think it was

25 a beautiful day later, as I discovered, but, yes,
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 1 suddenly, "pop", black, everything went black, there was

 2 a little bit of light later that came about, or

 3 whatever, but it was dark, yes.

 4 Q. Do you recollect what your first specific thought was

 5 after you came to a halt and found yourself on the floor

 6 of the carriage?

 7 A. My first -- I mean, I was confused, I was -- I don't

 8 know whether it was my first thought, but I know

 9 I checked myself all over, as it were, to see if

10 I was -- how I was with this explosion.

11 I think, if you are asking for a thought, I don't

12 think that was in my statement, but I had a terrible

13 thought about the French, or something, for someone to

14 blame for it, or whatever, I don't know whether this

15 came afterwards, but having not won the Olympic bid or

16 whatever, but I was just confused, I don't know what it

17 was, and I don't know wherever it was, I just knew it

18 was slightly to my left.

19 Q. I shan't dwell on your possible blaming of the French,

20 Mr Gardner --

21 A. No, don't.

22 Q. -- but certainly in your statement you refer to the fact

23 that one of your immediate thoughts was that your

24 glasses had gone.

25 A. Well, yes, I was wearing some expensive -- they still
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 1 are -- varifocus lenses, they must have shot off. So

 2 that had gone. I wasn't carrying much. As I say, I was

 3 just carrying the script, I didn't have any bag with me,

 4 or anything, I had various things in my pocket, like

 5 the --

 6 Q. Did you still have the book in your hand?

 7 A. It wasn't a book, it was an A4 script of my edited

 8 script of the play.

 9 Q. So despite the fact that you'd been propelled out of

10 your seat --

11 A. And I was still going through the lines, which I knew

12 off by heart anyway, so I suspect -- I never saw that

13 script again, I suspect it was burnt in ashes.

14 Q. But it appeared to have been still there when you came

15 to a halt?

16 A. In fact, I was holding it as I was going through the

17 air.

18 Q. Could you hear anything in the carriage when you had

19 stopped or ceased checking yourself to see what your own

20 position --

21 A. I felt I heard noises of confusion, of chaos, maybe some

22 screams, maybe people making a noise, and then a sort of

23 a hush descended, whether it was the fact that my ears

24 had been perforated, which wasn't sort of told to me

25 until much later, as it were, but there was a general
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 1 noise, yes.

 2 Q. How was it that you came to discover the injuries to the

 3 lower part of your body?

 4 A. I felt over my body, I was wearing a dark navy suit,

 5 I think, at the time, and then I started feeling my --

 6 below my legs and I remember feeling something terribly

 7 mushy and muddy and -- on my left, which I discovered

 8 and realised was my left leg, and that that was in a bad

 9 way, and that I was sort of stuck there in that

10 position.

11 Q. Do you recollect anybody else lying on the ground on the

12 carriage floor near you?

13 A. I recollect that, at some stage -- I just heard Jason

14 say something else, but I recollect that I -- there was

15 an arm of a person on my bad left leg, and I remember,

16 in this darkness, I remember I removed it from my leg,

17 from my upper leg, and without looking, without looking

18 to see who it belonged to or anything else about it.

19 I just remember removing it from my leg.

20 Q. Forgive me for asking --

21 A. And I remember at some stage obviously taking my suit

22 off and trying to start stemming it with my suit top, if

23 I remember rightly.

24 Q. I'll come back to the question of what you did to try to

25 stem the flow of blood from your leg in a moment, but if
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 1 I may ask you a further question about the person whose

 2 arm you found on your leg, you've just told us a moment

 3 or two ago that you recollect that there was an arm of

 4 a person on your bad leg.

 5 In your witness statement to the police -- and

 6 I appreciate it's a long time ago -- you actually make

 7 reference to the fact that you supposed that the arm was

 8 of a dead person, but you've told us now that, of

 9 course, it was dark, it was almost impossible to see,

10 and I'm wondering whether there was anything about the

11 circumstances around that you led you to believe that

12 that person was dead as opposed to alive, or is this

13 something you discovered later?

14 A. No, I felt then, when I removed it, that it was

15 inanimate, I felt like there was no life in that arm.

16 Q. May I just ask you by reference to the plan that we have

17 where you think you were -- you've told us in general

18 terms -- but where you think you were and where you

19 think the person next to you was? If we could have

20 page 9, please, which is the following page, you will

21 see there, Mr Gardner, that the X marks the spot of the

22 probable location, exact location, of the bomb.

23 A. Yes.

24 Q. The seats and the doors are arranged as you can see

25 them. The area that you've described is the area around
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 1 seat 26.

 2 A. That's right.

 3 Q. Can you tell us, please, anything at all about the

 4 location of the person whose arm you think was lying

 5 across your bad leg?

 6 A. I believe he was lying alongside me, to the left of me.

 7 Q. So towards the crater and the bomb?

 8 A. Yes, I was seated to the -- in front of my seat, with my

 9 bottom probably where it says "pole", and my legs

10 pointing in the direction where the train had come from,

11 and the arm was on my left leg, I assume his right arm,

12 or her.

13 Q. So may we take it that that person was lying somewhere

14 in the middle?

15 A. Yes.

16 Q. Between perhaps -- they are not actually, of course,

17 rails on the ground, but between or underneath where the

18 rails would have been originally on the ceiling?

19 A. Around there, yes.

20 Q. Tell us what you did with your suit, then, please.

21 A. I believe I removed it and wrapped it around my leg,

22 which seemed to be in a bad way above the knee, around

23 that area, the thigh. I just took it off and sort of

24 held it there.

25 Q. Were you able to get much pressure on your knee by tying
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 1 the garment --

 2 A. I don't believe I did any tying or anything, I'd like to

 3 think I would have -- as a son of a doctor, would have

 4 thought to do something more special with it, but

 5 I think I was waiting for someone else to be more

 6 informed.

 7 Q. Did a saviour of sorts arrive after that?

 8 A. A saviour did arrive in the form of Jason Rennie at some

 9 stage, yes. I remember generally --

10 Q. Do you recall the gap before he arrived? Was there

11 a passage of time, a noticeable passage of time before

12 he arrived or did he arrive soon after?

13 A. There was a notable passage -- I suspect one of the

14 problems was -- and I think you'd better direct them to

15 me -- was that I was, in a strange way, quite calm.

16 I don't know whether it was the Shakespeare that did it

17 or whatever, but I was -- I didn't know what the noise

18 was, I didn't know what the reason was, I knew

19 everything was a bit of a mess, I knew my left leg was

20 in trouble, I hadn't seen anyone dead or anything,

21 I hadn't seen anyone, I just had this experience of the

22 arm on my leg.

23 I was bewildered and just trying to survive.

24 Q. Of course. From where you were, could you see the

25 crater caused by the bomb?
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 1 A. I couldn't. I believe it was behind me --

 2 Q. Because you were facing the other way?

 3 A. -- and I never did see it then. I saw it many years

 4 later --

 5 Q. Did you hear any voices or any noise from that

 6 direction?

 7 A. I didn't, no.

 8 Q. Tell us what you can recollect, please, of the arrival

 9 of Mr Rennie, and what state was he, can you remember?

10 A. I wouldn't have been able to recognise him. All I knew

11 from his state was, when he was helping me at some

12 stage, when his cold blood was dripping on me and I said

13 "Your blood is dripping on me". But I think, when he

14 came, I just knew in the darkness, someone was going

15 around my legs and I remember trying to warn people

16 "Don't stand on my leg, don't stand on my leg".

17 Q. Was that because somebody had, in fact, stood on your

18 leg?

19 A. Because I knew people were around that area and I knew

20 my leg was in trouble. But I mean, when he did finally

21 come to me, or was pointed out to me, when I was pointed

22 out to him, or whatever, that a person probably needs

23 some help, he was then to my left and sort of behind me,

24 and he held my hand, left hand.

25 Q. We've heard how he ripped off his shirt.
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 1 A. I -- yes, he did, and I thought I helped him at one

 2 stage, or I might have helped Peter Zimonjic, because

 3 I remember making a crack about it's not quite like the

 4 movies, it wasn't as easy as all that to split a shirt

 5 open, to cut a shirt open. But --

 6 Q. There were a number of shirts used, I think, during the

 7 course of the half an hour?

 8 A. I think both Peter and Jason used their shirts, I don't

 9 know what had happened to my shirt, but ...

10 Q. And Mr Rennie was able to apply, with the use of

11 a shirt, a tourniquet to your leg. Did he wrap that

12 tourniquet over the suit material which was still

13 remaining?

14 A. I wouldn't know what he did, whether he might have

15 chucked it away or something, I suspect.

16 Q. You do say in your witness statement how, at this stage,

17 you recollect that there were a number of dead people

18 inside the carriage. Was that an impression you gained

19 or do you specifically recall seeing motionless bodies

20 on floor?

21 A. I think that must have been an impression, because

22 I felt but didn't see at the time.

23 Q. Do you recollect Mr Rennie talking to you consistently,

24 asking you about your occupation and Julius Caesar?

25 A. Well, I remember him saying my name and my date of

66

Hearing transcripts – 9 November 2010 – Morning session

Reproduced courtesy of www.independent.gov.uk/7julyinquests

PDF print version produced & hosted by J7: The July 7th Truth Campaign - www.julyseventh.co.uk



 1 birth, "David" and myself calling him Jason, we flung

 2 the names at each other at regular intervals. I know he

 3 talked -- I know at one stage I asked him to give my

 4 love to my wife at some stage, and he doesn't know

 5 whether I said "Angela" or "my wife".

 6 I talked with -- later with John MacDonald and with

 7 Peter Zimonjic. I wonder how much I talked with Jason,

 8 because we had so much in common, we were both from

 9 South Africa, and I went to the same national -- did the

10 same national service as he did, although many years

11 earlier, at the same camp in South Africa, but in my

12 statement I -- which was taken a few days -- a day or so

13 after I left intensive care, I called him an Australian,

14 so my hearing must have been pretty badly impaired.

15 Q. I'm sure he's forgiven you. Do you recollect there

16 being a transition from Mr Rennie, who was assisting you

17 first, to Mr MacDonald and then Mr Zimonjic, or were

18 they all generally around at the same time?

19 A. I felt all three were with me pretty much a lot of the

20 time. I believe they asked John to help me and he fed

21 me water from the right and I talked rugby with him and

22 the play.

23 Q. You were, in fact, interviewed in a -- by police

24 officers using audio equipment, a tape-recorded

25 interview?
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 1 A. That's right. On the 13th, I think it was.

 2 Q. It's not in your statement, but in the course of that

 3 interview you made reference to the fact that you

 4 recollect the bodies of the deceased in the carriage

 5 being moved at some stage.

 6 Was that something you saw or something that you

 7 were informed of and became subsequently aware of?

 8 A. I was probably aware of it while I was there, because

 9 I was always, I felt, conscious from the moment of the

10 explosion almost to the moment I went up to get my leg

11 amputated in the hospital, and yet, as my paramedic and

12 everyone said, I must have been going in and out of

13 consciousness at some stage later in the time.

14 Q. Do you recollect when that was that persons were moved

15 around?

16 A. I would say, because I think I was pretty much last out,

17 about half an hour or 45 minutes. I know the paramedics

18 arrived, I think, about 45 minutes, and Jayne, the

19 paramedic who saved me, arrived about 45 minutes into

20 the game.

21 Q. We'll come back to Jayne Pitkin in a moment. Do you

22 recollect who it was who moved the bodies around the

23 area around you?

24 A. No, no, no.

25 Q. But you think that there was no movement in advance of

68

Hearing transcripts – 9 November 2010 – Morning session

Reproduced courtesy of www.independent.gov.uk/7julyinquests

PDF print version produced & hosted by J7: The July 7th Truth Campaign - www.julyseventh.co.uk



 1 the paramedics arriving?

 2 A. Possibly, yes, yes.

 3 Q. You describe in the same tape-recorded interview how

 4 Mr Brewster, who was the gentleman who was trapped in

 5 the crater caused by the bomb, was helped by Mr Rennie

 6 and Mr MacDonald and told that he was going to be all

 7 right. This was, of course, before he passed away.

 8 Was that something that you found out later or

 9 something you recollect from when you were lying on the

10 carriage floor, hearing people talking to Mr Brewster

11 and encouraging him?

12 A. I might have found that out later, I can't remember now.

13 Q. You describe in your statement a sense of camaraderie

14 while everyone around you tried to work out how to bring

15 help to you, how to get you out on the stretcher and how

16 to tend for you. Do you particularly remember the

17 paramedic, Jayne Pitkin, assisting you?

18 A. Very much.

19 Q. Was she the first paramedic to come across you?

20 A. She was -- she came to me.

21 Q. Did she stay with you while you were on the carriage

22 floor?

23 A. Very much, but she came sort of towards the end. I had

24 been waiting 45 minutes of being looked after by Jason

25 and Peter and John up to that moment when Jane arrived.
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 1 But she -- and then subsequently I asked her "What did

 2 you do to me?", you know, and what state I was in,

 3 because I think I was giving some speech to National

 4 Blood -- thanking for the blood, and she said she had

 5 given me some pain relief, I forget the names, something

 6 else, and she -- 1,000 millilitres of saline or

 7 something like that, but she put a drip on me, that's

 8 right, and she certainly stayed with me and got me

 9 finally on to some board and took me out.

10 Q. You've referred to 45 minutes. We appreciate it's very

11 difficult, if not impossible, to assess the passage of

12 time, particularly when you've been severely injured and

13 you're in shock.

14 Is that an assessment, or was that an assessment,

15 based on looking at a watch or asking someone how much

16 time had elapsed or an assessment that you've since

17 reached?

18 A. I still don't remember whether I was wearing a watch

19 that day. I know I was ten minutes away from my

20 workplace, four stops away, when the bomb exploded,

21 which is why, in the initial reports, when I finally saw

22 the newspaper a week later, I was a bit perturbed when

23 they were saying Edgware Road was 9.17 or something and

24 I knew I was going to get to work on time. But -- and

25 from then, I think it was a case of recognising how long
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 1 I was staying there, talking, the time -- I sort of

 2 understood how time had gone and it seemed about an hour

 3 or so, the whole passage from bomb to getting out of

 4 there.

 5 Q. May we put it like this: that you were left with

 6 a definite sense that time was passing and you were

 7 conscious of remaining on the carriage floor for

 8 a significant amount of time?

 9 A. I was, yes.

10 Q. You were taken to St Mary's Hospital and I think media

11 reports at the time reported you were perhaps the first

12 person to be operated on there?

13 A. I believe Danny Biddle would have been first.

14 Q. You don't know --

15 A. He suffered a heart attack or something, whenever -- and

16 I went in first, five and a half hours the operation,

17 I think.

18 Q. I was going to ask you, you underwent a first operation

19 lasting some five hours?

20 A. I saw the anaesthetist later and I think he said it

21 started at 11.00 and ended at 4.30.

22 Q. During that operation, they --

23 A. Yes, although I had asked them before, I think there

24 were four people standing over me, I always remember and

25 I said, "Can I keep it?", or something, and I think one
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 1 of them said "50/50" or something and then I was

 2 anaesthetised and they amputated my leg, as

 3 I discovered.

 4 Q. And removed your spleen?

 5 A. And removed my spleen and I had a broken hand as well,

 6 put a pin in the hand and various other things.

 7 Q. The next day you had further operations?

 8 A. I think the next day it was about a three-hour operation

 9 where they were cleaning up the very good job they had

10 done on my stump, I think plastic surgery, and also

11 various objects in my right leg as well, foreign objects

12 in my right leg, and also did a bit of -- skin grafts,

13 took from my thigh to put on the various -- my hands and

14 I think I had a bash on the back of the head as well,

15 which must have occurred when I hit the window when

16 I came up.

17 Q. One small glimmer of light is, Mr Gardner, though, that

18 I think you named your second child after Jayne Pitkin?

19 A. I would have named -- if it was a boy I would have named

20 it after Jason, yes. It's Alice Mary Jayne and --

21 Q. In recognition of the help she gave you?

22 A. Brilliant, yes.

23 MR KEITH: Thank you very much. Will you stay there,

24 please? There may be some further questions for you.

25 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Yes, Ms Gallagher?
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 1 Questions by MS GALLAGHER

 2 MS GALLAGHER: Mr Gardner, I just have to ask you about one

 3 thing. Earlier today in your evidence to Mr Keith

 4 you've described the person whose arm was draped over

 5 you, and in your statement you also referred at that

 6 time to seeing another person, another body, on the

 7 floor to your right. Do you recall that?

 8 A. I remember reading that in the statement, which was

 9 given to me about a week or so ago, and I don't recall

10 a body to my right, no.

11 MS GALLAGHER: I've nothing further, thank you.

12 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Thank you, Ms Gallagher?

13 MR SAUNDERS: Nothing thank you, my Lady.

14 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Any other questions? Yes, Mr Dixey?

15 Questions by MR DIXEY

16 MR DIXEY: Mr Gardner, just one very brief matter, if I may.

17 You have been asked about the treatment you received in

18 the carriage. Do you recall a male police officer being

19 present with you at that time?

20 A. No, but I -- if I'm right, it's wonderful, because I've

21 always made out to see Jason, to see Jayne, to see

22 Peter Zimonjic, all these people who helped me, I've

23 connected with a lot of them. I do believe -- I don't

24 know if it was Jayne, someone mentioning that there was

25 a policeman or someone else who has been anonymous to me
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 1 that might have helped me, I don't know whether it's

 2 that man, but there was someone else.

 3 Q. If it assists, it may have been PC David Hill. I don't

 4 know if that rings --

 5 A. Well, it's a name that I saw on the transcript and it

 6 sort of hit me.

 7 MR DIXEY: Very well, thank you.

 8 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Any other questions?

 9 Mr Gardner, are you still acting and directing?

10 A. I am, not so much directing, we did the play a year

11 later on 7 July, which was wonderful, and Jason saw it,

12 which was very nice, and his wife, and, yes, I've since

13 done a few more plays, Thomas a Beckett, just done

14 Antony and Cleopatra, Antony, so ...

15 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: I'm sure that although, sadly,

16 a number of people lost their lives, I'm sure we are

17 really glad that you are alive and you haven't allowed

18 your most horrific ordeal to dampen your spirit. Thank

19 you very much.

20 A. Thank you.

21 MR KEITH: My Lady, Mr Hay will call the next witness.

22 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Yes, Mr Hay?

23 MR HAY: My Lady, may I invite you to call Sandip Meisuria.

24 MR SANDIP MEISURIA (affirmed)

25 Questions by MR HAY
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 1 MR KEITH: Can I ask you to give your full names to the

 2 court, please?

 3 A. It's Sandip Meisuria.

 4 Q. Mr Meisuria, the microphone in front of you is slightly

 5 deceptive. It doesn't actually amplify your voice, it

 6 only records --

 7 A. Oh, okay.

 8 Q. -- so if you could try to do your best to keep your

 9 voice up.

10 A. Okay.

11 Q. Thank you very much. On the morning of 7 July you were

12 travelling to work, is that correct?

13 A. That's right.

14 Q. You boarded the westbound Circle Line train at

15 King's Cross?

16 A. Yes.

17 Q. You were intending on taking that to Paddington?

18 A. That's right.

19 Q. Is that your usual route that you would take to work?

20 A. No, that's not my usual route. When I reached

21 Finsbury Park, which is the route I take from

22 Turnpike Lane, Piccadilly Line, to Finsbury Park,

23 Victoria Line, I go to Baker Street, and from there

24 I take Bakerloo Line to King's -- Kilburn Park.

25 Q. On this day, why didn't you take the Bakerloo Line?
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 1 A. Because I had a message in Finsbury Park that the

 2 trains, the Bakerloo Line, was not available from

 3 Baker Street to Paddington, so the other alternative

 4 route was from King's Cross to Paddington and from

 5 Paddington to Kilburn Park.

 6 Q. When you boarded the westbound Circle Line train at

 7 King's Cross which carriage did you board?

 8 A. I don't remember exactly, but it was towards the middle

 9 of the train.

10 Q. I think we know it's the one where the explosion

11 occurred?

12 A. Yes.

13 Q. May we have up on the screen [INQ9425-2], please?

14 This is a diagram which you drew of the carriage?

15 A. That's correct.

16 Q. You can see there you have marked "A", which is

17 yourself?

18 A. Yes.

19 Q. "B" is another gentleman, Mr Mustafa Khan?

20 A. That's right.

21 Q. "C" is a small hole?

22 A. Yes.

23 Q. "D" is a large hole, is that the crater where the

24 explosion occurred?

25 A. I think it's "E" where the explosion occurred.
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 1 Q. "E" is where the explosion occurred?

 2 A. Yes.

 3 Q. So is "D" the person whom you believed at the time to be

 4 called David?

 5 A. Yes.

 6 Q. We'll come to that.

 7 A. Yes.

 8 Q. Can we keep that on the screen, please, but can we have

 9 up also INQ8583 [INQ8583-2], and then the second page, please, and

10 there we can see a carriage plan which you were

11 subsequently provided with, and you've used the same

12 markings on that plan. There you've marked A, your

13 position by double doors D6?

14 A. Yes.

15 Q. Does that appear to you to be correct?

16 A. That is correct.

17 Q. If we could remove those off the screen, and if we could

18 have up INQ10282, and then page 8 [INQ10282-8], please, and there

19 you've been given the number, number 23, which is the

20 same place on the last diagram.

21 A. Yes, yes.

22 Q. The train got to Edgware Road, and I believe you were

23 texting a work colleague on your mobile when it moved

24 off.

25 A. Mm-hmm.
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 1 Q. What then happened?

 2 A. I entered the carriage, was continuing to draft the SMS.

 3 The train started moving. We passed -- we entered into

 4 tunnel. I lost the signal. So I started to -- deleting

 5 the text message and, a second later, I just saw a big

 6 fireball from my left, and I was on ground on the

 7 carriage floor. When I woke up, or a few seconds later,

 8 I just got up, there were people on me, or I was on top

 9 of them as well, there was a big hole there, which

10 I mentioned.

11 Q. Did you think at any point you may have lost

12 consciousness?

13 A. It would be millisecond or maybe a second.

14 Q. When you came round, was the carriage very dark?

15 A. Yes, yes.

16 Q. Was there smoke?

17 A. There was smoke, yes.

18 Q. I think you became aware, were you, that your face was

19 very hot?

20 A. My face was very hot, my left wrist -- right one --

21 was -- I saw some burns on there, but apart from that,

22 I saw myself okay, and then all I wanted -- I saw around

23 and all I wanted to do was help everybody else.

24 Q. Did you sustain a burn to your face?

25 A. Yes, like Jason mentioned, it was on my forehead.

78

Hearing transcripts – 9 November 2010 – Morning session

Reproduced courtesy of www.independent.gov.uk/7julyinquests

PDF print version produced & hosted by J7: The July 7th Truth Campaign - www.julyseventh.co.uk



 1 Q. I wondered if you were the gentleman he was referring

 2 to.

 3 A. It is exactly me.

 4 Q. The doors behind you at double doors D6, what happened

 5 to those, do you recollect?

 6 A. I don't remember what happened to those, but

 7 I definitely remember the doors next to where

 8 Mr Brewster was, they were wide open.

 9 Q. We'll move to that in a moment.

10 A. Sure.

11 Q. There was no lighting in the carriage. Was there any

12 light infiltrating from outside the carriage?

13 A. It was -- the train next to this one, it was going

14 eastbound, I guess, to the Edgware Road, and there was

15 lighting there and people were trying to smash the

16 windows and doors from there, trying to help us.

17 Q. I think there came a point where you became aware of

18 some screaming, is that right?

19 A. Yes, I heard the screaming of -- one was Jason, he was

20 trying -- and second was Mr Brewster, exactly same words

21 "Help me, help me". I think, when I got up on the

22 floor, the only person moving at that time was Jason,

23 and I don't remember if I stepped on anybody's --

24 because I was on the other side of the carriage, I had

25 to go to the side where the --
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 1 Q. How easy was it for you to make your way from where you

 2 were in the carriage towards the front?

 3 A. Yes, I don't remember if I stepped on the bodies or if

 4 I went on all the seats towards the other side.

 5 Q. When you got over the other side of the bank of seats,

 6 what did you see?

 7 A. I saw Jason there, he was asking for help. I tore his

 8 shirt, a strip from his shirt, and tied on his left arm

 9 because his right wasn't -- I think he had some injuries

10 there, it wasn't working very well. So, yes, I tied it

11 on his left arm, he was bleeding from there, and then we

12 moved towards Mr Brewster who was screaming for help,

13 and as he mentioned, he was trying to pull the right

14 hand and I was on the left-hand side.

15 Q. You were trying to pull on the left-hand side?

16 A. That's right.

17 Q. Can I ask -- I know it's difficult -- at that point, how

18 much time had elapsed since the explosion?

19 A. I would say about five minutes.

20 Q. So Jason Rennie was there?

21 A. Yes.

22 Q. And you were there?

23 A. Yes.

24 Q. Trying to help Mr Brewster?

25 A. That's right.

80

Hearing transcripts – 9 November 2010 – Morning session

Reproduced courtesy of www.independent.gov.uk/7julyinquests

PDF print version produced & hosted by J7: The July 7th Truth Campaign - www.julyseventh.co.uk



 1 Q. Do you recall anyone else trying to assist at that point

 2 as well?

 3 A. No, in terms of pulling out Mr Brewster, it was two of

 4 us only.

 5 Q. In your statement, you refer to the fact that you

 6 thought Mr Brewster was called "David".

 7 A. Yes, yes.

 8 Q. Do you recall, first of all, whether or not Mr Brewster

 9 actually said his name?

10 A. I don't remember that.

11 Q. Is it possible that you heard the name "David" because

12 that was Mr Gardner?

13 A. That is right, yes. When we could not pull Mr Brewster

14 up out of the hole, we decided to -- I don't know whose

15 idea that was, but we decided to push him out of the

16 hole from the track itself, going down the hole, so

17 I somehow managed to go on track.

18 Q. Looking at the plan in front of you, how did you manage

19 to get onto the track? Did you go through where the

20 doors ought to have been, double doors D4?

21 A. Yes, yes, that's exactly where I came out from.

22 Q. That's because -- what were you trying to achieve at

23 that point by going onto the track?

24 A. What I was trying to achieve is push Mr Brewster out

25 from the hole and maybe -- Jason was pulling his hand,
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 1 so I could pull him from down and then he could --

 2 Q. Did you actually need to go underneath the carriage?

 3 A. The hole was next to the doors, it was very near to the

 4 doors, so not really underneath.

 5 Q. Were you able to reach Mr Brewster?

 6 A. I was, but it was becoming difficult to a point that we

 7 decided to wait for paramedics or some more help and not

 8 do it ourselves.

 9 Q. You think you were able to reach him?

10 A. Yes, yes. That's right.

11 Q. The reason why I ask -- I know these statements were

12 taken fairly shortly after, yours was taken on 10 July,

13 but there it said that you tried to get under the train

14 to see if you could get to David, who we now know to be

15 Mr Brewster, "but I could not". Is the statement

16 mistaken?

17 A. I remember we made an attempt. Whether I could

18 physically reach his body, that I could not recollect.

19 Q. Once you had tried to reach him underneath the carriage,

20 do you recall if anyone else also tried to as well?

21 A. Yes, John. John was on my right-hand side. I don't

22 remember him actually trying to push Mr Brewster out,

23 but we then started -- like David referred to, we

24 started talking to each other just to keep us assured.

25 Q. Is "John", John MacDonald?
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 1 A. John MacDonald was next to me.

 2 Q. Did you remain with Mr Brewster talking to him?

 3 A. Yes, yes. We were there, I think we were talking to

 4 David more. All I remember was two names, David and

 5 John, and then something talked about some rugby

 6 coaching. From that moment, as Jason refers to, John

 7 was talking to Mr Brewster, so I went and looked for my

 8 mobile because I lost that, thinking that I would find

 9 any signal and maybe reach Emergency.

10 Q. Were you able to get back into the carriage to do that?

11 A. No. The floor was quite high, probably up to my neck.

12 It was impossible to get up there.

13 Q. Did you make your way along the side of the tunnel wall

14 to where you had been standing previously?

15 A. Yes, I did go there and trying to just find something on

16 the floor, but all I could touch is blood, glass and

17 some flesh, so I just gave up on that.

18 Q. Did you then stay in the area by double doors D6, or did

19 you return to where double doors D4 --

20 A. I returned to D4 and I remember there was a bit of

21 silence. All I saw next was two men, paramedics, coming

22 from -- before that, there were people leaving the

23 train, from the tracks, going towards the -- out of the

24 tunnel, and all I remember were two men, paramedics,

25 come in and, at that time, I was trying to wake up
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 1 Mr Brewster who I -- like I said, I was calling "David",

 2 but he wouldn't wake up and I was still trying to wake

 3 him up, and there was at that time, when John nodded to

 4 me or shook his head, and I understood at that time that

 5 we lost.

 6 Q. You said at that point there were paramedics.

 7 A. Yes, yes, I was trying to wake him up saying that

 8 "Paramedics are here, so you're fine now", but, no, he

 9 was no longer with us at that time.

10 Q. When you say you were trying to wake Mr Brewster up --

11 I'm sorry if this is difficult -- at that point, was he

12 exhibiting any signs of life or was he plainly dead?

13 A. He was plainly dead.

14 Q. Do you know whether or not -- you'd gone to the area by

15 double doors D6, when you came back to double doors D4,

16 was he already, at that point, plainly dead?

17 A. I wouldn't remember that. I wouldn't remember that. It

18 was when I was trying to wake him up, that's when we

19 found out he's no longer.

20 Q. At the point when you came back, was he on the tracks

21 itself, or was he still in the crater?

22 A. He was still in the crater, he was still in the same

23 position he was.

24 Q. When the paramedics arrived, are you able to say how

25 long had passed since the explosion?
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 1 A. I would say roughly about 25, 30 minutes.

 2 Q. What did they then do?

 3 A. What they did, if I remember correctly, is that they saw

 4 Mr Brewster and, just by seeing him, they just kind of

 5 pronounced him dead, so they didn't actually attempt to

 6 do anything on him, and it was after that, when I saw

 7 other people just going out and leaving the train,

 8 that's when I decided to leave as well.

 9 Q. Before the paramedics arrived, do you recall seeing

10 anyone, perhaps, who worked for London Underground?

11 A. No.

12 Q. You decided to make your way out of Edgware Road

13 station?

14 A. Yes.

15 Q. Were you directed towards the Marks & Spencers?

16 A. Yes, that's right, yes. We had steps going back on to

17 train, going all the way towards the end of train, going

18 down on track as well, and then steps going on platform

19 out of the station to Marks & Spencer.

20 Q. From there, were you then redirected to the

21 Hilton Metropole?

22 A. Yes, there were -- other people were redirected there,

23 but I didn't go there, no, I wasn't taken there. I was

24 left in Marks & Spencer and from there straightaway to

25 St Mary's.
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 1 MR HAY: Mr Meisuria, thank you very much. I have no more

 2 questions for you, but others might.

 3 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Ms Gallagher?

 4 Questions by MS GALLAGHER

 5 MS GALLAGHER: If I could just start by passing on a message

 6 from the family of the man who you've described, you

 7 initially thought he was David, you now him to be

 8 Mr Brewster. I represent his family along with three

 9 other families who had loved ones who died at the scene

10 and I have been asked by the Brewster family to pass on

11 to you their extreme gratitude for the efforts that you

12 made. Despite his death, they are very, very grateful

13 for the efforts you made on that day, when you were no

14 doubt traumatised yourself.

15 A. Thank you.

16 Q. Could I just begin with the issue of timing? You've

17 been asked a number of questions by Mr Hay about that,

18 and I just want to explore it a little further.

19 You indicated in an answer to Mr Hay that you

20 thought it was approximately 25 to 30 minutes before the

21 paramedics arrived.

22 A. That's right.

23 Q. Now, you did give a statement to the police on

24 10 July 2005, so very shortly after the bombing itself,

25 and your recollection of timing there was quite
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 1 different. Could I just --

 2 A. It could be 40 to 45 minutes, yes.

 3 Q. What you said in that statement was that it was about

 4 40 to 45 minutes before a London Underground man turned

 5 up with a first aid kit. You then say that, after that,

 6 two ambulance staff turned up and started to count the

 7 injured people, and then it's later than that when more

 8 ambulance crew arrive. There's obviously quite

 9 a difference between you saying, five years ago, that

10 you thought it was 40 to 45 minutes before the first aid

11 kit arrives and a longer period of time after that

12 before these two ambulance crew arrive, and what you

13 have said today about 25 to 30 minutes. Which do you

14 think is more accurate?

15 A. It would be more accurate five years ago, 40 to

16 45 minutes.

17 Q. Could you help us a little more with the timing?

18 Because in your statement you've indicated it was about

19 40 to 45 minutes before the London Underground worker

20 turned up with the first aid kit, and you then say it's

21 some time after that when the advance crew from the

22 paramedics turn up.

23 Can you give us any rough indication of how long

24 a gap there was between the first aid kit turning up and

25 the two ambulance crew arriving?
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 1 A. The first aid kit, I don't remember that now, but like

 2 I said, the ambulance people, they were around that

 3 time, 40 to 45 minutes later.

 4 Q. We're very conscious that this was five and a half years

 5 ago --

 6 A. Yes.

 7 Q. -- and also extremely traumatic, so we realise that your

 8 recollection -- it will be difficult for you to recall

 9 these incidents with any certainty.

10 A. It is.

11 Q. So you don't recall the first aid kit. You do recall

12 the ambulance crew. Do you recall a distinction in time

13 between an initial crew turning up, first two ambulance

14 staff and a larger number of people turning up?

15 A. I believe it was straightaway after that. I don't think

16 there was a large amount of time between the two, yes,

17 the two ambulance people and the larger group.

18 Q. That's very helpful. Just returning to what you did on

19 that day, we've just got quite a basic question which

20 may assist us with some later witnesses. There's some

21 confusion about who did what in assisting Mr Brewster.

22 Could you just assist us with what you were wearing that

23 day?

24 A. I was wearing green checked shirt, a grey jumper,

25 grey-coloured trousers and some boots.
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 1 Q. Now, again, I'm going to return to what you said in your

 2 statement. When you first came across Mr Brewster, he

 3 was obviously trapped in the hole.

 4 A. Yes.

 5 Q. There was a little bit of confusion from your statement

 6 because you described in your statement seeing his upper

 7 body out of the hole but also seeing his right leg. You

 8 described seeing the bone in his leg and he was shouting

 9 for help.

10 Could you just describe precisely how he was trapped

11 and what you could see? Could you see only his torso,

12 or could you also see his right leg, as you suggested in

13 your statement in July 2005?

14 A. I would have seen his right leg after going on track and

15 from underneath there. As far as what I could see from

16 on top of the floor, it was his upper part of the body.

17 Q. That's very helpful, thank you. Now, you've said that

18 he was shouting for help. Do you recall in particular

19 what he was saying?

20 A. It was like Jason referred to, "Help me".

21 Q. In your statement, you described three men helping you

22 pull the man from the hole, but today you've said there

23 were certainly two of you, Jason Rennie and you. Are

24 you sure that there weren't two other men assisting you?

25 A. Like I said, towards the end, on my right there was John
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 1 and I might not recall everything, but he was there

 2 then.

 3 Q. So really in your statement it seems as if two separate

 4 stages were conflated, so the help from the other two

 5 men came at a later time --

 6 A. Yes.

 7 Q. -- and, in fact, the initial attempt to pull him out of

 8 the hole was just you and Jason alone?

 9 A. That's right.

10 Q. When you went under the train to attempt to get help to

11 reach him, you've told us today that you were able to

12 reach him. Now, presumably from what you've told us

13 about the reference to his leg, you could see his legs

14 at that time?

15 A. I could see the flesh and leg -- the way I referred to

16 it, I could see only the bone. So when I saw his lower

17 part of the body was so very badly injured and he was in

18 so much pain, we could not lift him up and took him out

19 of that hole.

20 Q. This is very difficult for you, it's also very difficult

21 for Mr Brewster's family, but can you recall if you saw

22 any active bleeding from his legs at that time?

23 A. Not that I remember.

24 Q. You indicated today that you were still trying to wake

25 Mr Brewster up when the paramedics arrived, and going by
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 1 your earlier statement, you estimate that's at least

 2 a 40- to 45-minute period.

 3 A. Yes.

 4 Q. But you had said in your statement you thought he might

 5 have died after a short while. Can you help us with

 6 that distinction?

 7 A. I understand, when we were having a talk and he was

 8 alive then, when I left to look for my mobile, the way

 9 Jason refers to, he was still talking to John MacDonald.

10 When I came back, there was a short silence, nobody was

11 speaking, nothing, and after that, when paramedics came,

12 I was trying to wake him up, it was then when

13 I understood he was already passed away.

14 Q. That's very helpful. Did you at any time see anyone

15 attempt to apply a tourniquet to Mr Brewster?

16 A. I don't recall that.

17 Q. Perhaps using a red tie? Did you see anyone attempting

18 to do it with a red tie? Does that assist?

19 A. No.

20 Q. We will hear from another witness at a later stage, who,

21 according to his statement, refers to Mr Brewster making

22 vigorous attempts to get out of the hole. That's at

23 a relatively late stage when passengers have come in

24 from the other carriage from the adjoining train. Do

25 you recall seeing Mr Brewster making vigorous attempts
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 1 to get out of the hole?

 2 A. Yes, all we could hear was he was screaming for help,

 3 yes, and he was terribly -- just screaming for help,

 4 and, yes.

 5 Q. Just to be clear, as well as asking for assistance from

 6 others, was he physically trying himself to push himself

 7 out?

 8 A. He was trying to, yes.

 9 MS GALLAGHER: I have nothing further. Thank you very much.

10 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Thank you, Ms Gallagher.

11 MR SAUNDERS: Nothing, thank you, my Lady.

12 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Yes, Ms Canby?

13 Questions by MS CANBY

14 MS CANBY: I just have a couple of questions to ask you on

15 behalf of Transport for London. I appreciate that you

16 say that you can't now remember the London Underground

17 member of staff giving you a first aid kit, but it is in

18 your witness statement that was made much closer to the

19 time. Just see whether or not we can assist with the

20 timeframe that you've given.

21 In answer to questions to Mr Hay, you said you

22 thought that the paramedics arrived about 20 to

23 25 minutes after the explosion and it was before the

24 paramedics arrived that you were given the first aid kit

25 by the London Underground staff. You've just said in
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 1 answer to Ms Gallagher that the paramedics arrived about

 2 40 to 45 minutes after the explosion.

 3 A. That's right.

 4 Q. In fact, we know from some of the London ambulance

 5 documentation that the first ambulance arrived at

 6 Edgware Road station at 9.13, so that was about

 7 24 minutes after the explosion. Does that help you at

 8 all as to whether or not you were likely to have

 9 received the first aid kit 20 to 25 minutes or 40 to

10 45 minutes after the explosion?

11 A. I would stick to 40 to 45 minutes. It took a very long

12 time before we could see anybody or any signs of help.

13 Q. Before you were given the first aid kit, could you see

14 members of London Underground staff evacuating your

15 train and the train next to you?

16 A. Yes, just going back to that, I don't remember I was

17 handed or I was given a first aid kit.

18 Q. You can't remember it at all?

19 A. Not at all.

20 Q. But it is in your witness statement.

21 A. Okay.

22 Q. In terms of how you got off the train, you said in your

23 witness statement that some Underground staff turned up

24 and put steps from the trackside to the train. Do you

25 remember that?
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 1 A. Yes, yes.

 2 Q. Where were those steps put?

 3 A. I would imagine it would be D6 or any further doors,

 4 I mean, from there.

 5 Q. So that's steps into the bombed carriage?

 6 A. Yes, yes.

 7 Q. Then you came off the carriage that way, down those

 8 steps?

 9 A. No, the steps were going from, let's say, D6 doors or

10 D8, going back to the train --

11 Q. The plan is now on the screen for you. Does that

12 assist?

13 A. Yes, it could have either been D6 or D8. It was pretty

14 much D8, it looks like.

15 Q. You think it was --

16 A. Going back to train and coming out of the front of the

17 train.

18 Q. So you didn't go down those steps, you went out via the

19 front of the train?

20 A. Yes, yes.

21 Q. Just one final question. When the blast occurred, is it

22 right that you thought that the train had crashed or

23 there was something wrong with the train?

24 A. I thought the train has crashed.

25 Q. It wasn't until you got to the hospital that you were

94

Hearing transcripts – 9 November 2010 – Morning session

Reproduced courtesy of www.independent.gov.uk/7julyinquests

PDF print version produced & hosted by J7: The July 7th Truth Campaign - www.julyseventh.co.uk



 1 told it was a terrorist explosion?

 2 A. That's right.

 3 MS CANBY: Thank you very much.

 4 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Any other questions?

 5 Thank you very much, Mr Meisuria. Those are all the

 6 questions that we have for you. You've heard from

 7 Ms Gallagher how much your attempts to help Mr Brewster

 8 meant to the family, so thank you very much for all you

 9 tried to do.

10 A. Thank you.

11 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Yes, Mr Hay?

12 MR HAY: My Lady, may I read the statement of

13 Mr Mustafa Khan? That statement is dated 15 July 2005

14 and has the usual declaration of truth.

15 Statement of MR MUSTAFA KHAN read

16 "On 7 July 2005 I woke up at home at about 7.00 am

17 ... I left my house at about 8.00 am, in fact it was

18 just before 8.00 am, and made my way to Hendon

19 Thameslink station. I arrived at the station at 8.00 am

20 intending to get the 8.08 Thameslink train to Moorgate.

21 The train did not arrive, but the 8.15 train to

22 Wimbledon did. The train departed Hendon and made its

23 way to Cricklewood, West Hampstead, Kentish Town and

24 then on to King's Cross. The train pulled into

25 King's Cross station. I cannot recall the exact time,
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 1 but I decided to walk very quickly to catch the

 2 Circle Line train to Paddington. My hope was that

 3 I would catch my usual train despite the delay.

 4 "I walked at a quick pace through the station

 5 towards the entrance for the Circle and Hammersmith

 6 lines. I walked through the tunnel and down some stairs

 7 still heading in the same direction. It was at that

 8 stage that I saw a train pulling out. I believe it was

 9 the Circle Line train but cannot be sure. In any case,

10 it was the train I needed to catch if I was going to

11 make up time, but I had missed it. Mainly due to the

12 sheer volume of people on the platform and making their

13 way to the trains, I went up some escalators and through

14 the barriers and onto the Circle Line platform.

15 "On arrival, the platform was not very crowded.

16 I looked towards the electronic signs and saw that it

17 read the next train, Circle Line, via Paddington, two

18 minutes. My only thoughts were that I was pleased, as

19 this meant that I could get the 8.52 train from

20 Paddington to Oxford.

21 "As the train arrived, I climbed into the second

22 carriage, using the doors which were the nearest to the

23 entrance to the platform. Of the two sets of doors on

24 the carriage, I believe they were double doors. As

25 I entered, I did not see anything out of the ordinary.
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 1 People were standing around or sitting around as usual.

 2 As per usual, I did not sit down and walked to a set of

 3 doors opposite the doors which I had entered.

 4 "The only person I can recall was a male, who was

 5 stood opposite me. He was stood by doors which I had

 6 entered. I shall call this male (A). The only reason

 7 why I recall this male is because I subsequently saw him

 8 in the hospital, St Mary's, while I was there."

 9 May we have up on the screen [INQ10282-8], please?

10 There we can see Mr Khan is positioned at number 25,

11 opposite Mr Meisuria, number 23, who also had Mr Khan on

12 his plan, my Lady, as you will recall.

13 "I was still in this particular position. As

14 I recalled that, from these set of doors I could, on

15 arrival at Paddington, climb out and get straight to the

16 exit leading to the trains without further delay. I was

17 clock-watching and hoping that the train would hurry up

18 as I wanted to get to work on time. I had noticed that

19 the trains had gone through Euston Square to

20 Edgware Road quite quickly, but once at Edgware Road, it

21 was held up for a short while. I cannot say how long.

22 I checked my watch and realised it was 8.50 and that

23 I was going to miss my train when the train started

24 moving again.

25 "I again looked at my watch when, suddenly, the

97

Hearing transcripts – 9 November 2010 – Morning session

Reproduced courtesy of www.independent.gov.uk/7julyinquests

PDF print version produced & hosted by J7: The July 7th Truth Campaign - www.julyseventh.co.uk



 1 lights on the train went out and we were in total

 2 darkness. At the same time I heard a very loud bang.

 3 The sound came from my left side and therefore from

 4 towards the centre of the train rather than my carriage.

 5 At the time, the train was still moving. The train

 6 stopped suddenly, but before this, I had fallen to the

 7 floor of the carriage. This was caused by the blast

 8 rather than the train stopping. The lights came on

 9 again. I believe they were emergency lights which came

10 on. I saw smoke and sparks to my left emanating from

11 the carriage ahead of us. I thought 'I'm dead' as,

12 whilst I was on the ground, I put my hands on the floor,

13 palms face down and tried to regain my balance. I felt

14 the floor of the carriage heat up and become extremely

15 hot. I realised that my hands had been burnt.

16 "I regained my balance and used a pole which was

17 nearby, pulled myself up on to my feet. I could hear

18 people screaming and shouting as the floor began to

19 melt. I held my hands to my face to protect it from the

20 rising heat and could feel the back of my hands burning

21 as well as front of my face. I am a Muslim and, as

22 I thought that I was about to die any second, I started

23 to recite Kalma, which is a prayer which is said all the

24 time. Basically, it's the faith and it is said to ask

25 God for strength to get the individual through whatever
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 1 situation he or she is dealing with, whether bad or

 2 good. I was repeatedly saying the Kalma, but not

 3 loudly, but strongly within myself. Any noise I was

 4 making was drowned out by the screams and noises around

 5 me. As we had stopped in a tunnel, I saw a train

 6 travelling in the opposite direction stop. Occupants

 7 from that train had started to try to smash the windows

 8 of our carriage in an effort to help.

 9 "There were people screaming and shouting. Some

10 were unconscious and others shouting 'I don't want to

11 die'. I walked up to a woman who was screaming and we

12 spoke, basically about our facial burns. I shall call

13 her (B). She asked if I was okay and I asked her,

14 telling her what facial injuries she had and she did

15 likewise. I shouted to everyone 'Don't worry, someone

16 will be here to help us soon'. I was basically trying

17 to calm everyone down.

18 "I had sustained severe burns to the front and back

19 of both my hands and wrists. My face also suffered

20 burns. This includes my neck and ears. My right leg

21 just below the knee suffered an injury caused by a piece

22 of metal which was embedded and had to be removed by the

23 hospital.

24 "It was at this stage that the Underground staff

25 started to assist people who had been injured. Those
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 1 who could walk left the carriage unaided and were

 2 directed to the platform. I was aided by someone to an

 3 area of barriers where I was told to sit down. I asked

 4 someone what had happened. I believe they were

 5 Underground staff. They told me they did not know

 6 themselves. I was suffering from shock and I recall

 7 a doctor spoke to me who said they would need to help

 8 the more seriously injured first. I then saw a police

 9 officer who told me to close my eyes, as there were

10 people being brought out who were seriously injured. We

11 were then moved to Marks & Spencers store, but two to

12 three minutes later we were told we had to move because

13 of a suspect package. But this turned out to be

14 a woman's bag who was present and so it was not

15 a problem."

16 My Lady, Mr Khan then goes on to describe the steps

17 he took to call his family and also describes those he

18 saw in the carriage.

19 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Thank you very much. I think that

20 completes the list of witnesses for this morning.

21 MR HAY: Yes, my Lady.

22 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Very well. I assume the witnesses

23 are lined up for 2.00, so there's no point in

24 suggesting ... I understand there's plenty to be done,

25 so 2.00.
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 1 (12.40 pm)

 2 (The short adjournment)

 3

 4
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